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I HAVE written these books to make people familiar 
with the lives and works of some of the most out- 
standing personalities connected with the Arya 
Samaj. In order to make their appeal as wide 
as possible I have written them in rather simple 
language. I trust these books will be read by 
everybody who is interested in the achievements 
of the great. They will, I am sure, afford a 
particular delight to the young, for they wiil 
inspire them to live nobly and unselfishly. It 
need not be added that every attempt has been 
made to make these books as free from the sec- 
tarian spirit as possible. 

My thanks are due to L. Mool Raj, B.A., B.T., 
a devout Arya Samajist, for reading through these 
books. I am also obliged to Mr. Sant Lal Vid- 
yarthi, B.A., for going through the lives of Pt. 
Guru Dutt, Pt. Lekh Ram and Swami Shrad- 


dhanand. 
D.C.S. 
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SWAMI SHRADDHANAND 


TALWAN is a small town in the district of Jul- 
lundur. Here lived a noble family of Ksha- 
triyas. One of these was L. Nanak Chand. He 
was born in 1827. He was the eldest of six 
brothers. 

When he was a boy his father taught him to 
worship the god Shiva. This he did every day. 
It is said that he kept it up until his death. 

At the age of eighteen he left his native place. 
For some time he went about in search of work. 
He went to Kapurthala, where his uncle was 
employed in the police. ‘There he assisted him 
with his duties. But he was not paid for it. 
Soon he got a chance to show how clever he was. 
A theft took place in the palace of the Maharaja 
and he was asked to discover the thief. He was 
able to do so and was then given a job in the 
police. 

He did not stay long at Kapurthala. After 
some time he left for Sialkot. There he got 


employment as a cashier. But he did not stay 
I 
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long even in this situation. He went to Amritsar 
and held a post in the tehsil. However, he did 
not like this work and left for Lahore. 

He was at Lahore when the Mutiny of 1857 
broke out. Since he was very fond of an active 
life he joined some Sikh soldiers. All these were 
going to fight for the English. He went with 
them as far as Hisar. There he found that 
all these men were without anything to eat. 
At this he made up his mind to get them some 
food. 

He went to the city and walked through its 
streets. After a while he came across a rich 
merchant. He was going to feed a large number 
of Brahmins. He had prepared a rich meal for 
them and was waiting for them to come. But 
he waited in vain. None of them dared leave his 
house as life was not safe. 

L. Nanak Chand saw all this. He then went 
up to the merchant and asked, “‘ Why are you 
worried, friend? As you know, the Brahmins 
are not coming to enjoy your meal. But let me 
tell you they are not the only persons who should 
be fed. There are a large number of soldiers in 
this town who are without food. Why don’t you 
give them a meal and earn their thanks?’ This 
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seemed to please the merchant, and he agreed. 
Thus the soldiers came to have a good meal. 

For doing this his services were rewarded. 
He was given a permanent place in the cavalry 
and went to fight in Nepal. When the battle 
was over, he was made a Police Inspector at 
Bareilly, in the United Provinces of Agra and 
Oudh.. 

While in Nepal in 1858 he received the happy 
news that a son had been born to him. Although 
it was his sixth child he felt very pleased. This 
child was called Munshi Ram. He afterwards 
came to be known as Swami Shraddhanand. 

Then L. Nanak Chand settled at Bareilly. He 
soon sent for all the members of his family. The 
first few years of the life of Munshi Ram were 
spent there. ‘Though he was at that time only a 
child of three, yet he won everybody’s heart by 
his sweet talk. 

At this time he gave great promise of his future 
ability and intelligence. A teacher used to come 
to their house to teach his two elder brothers. 
Though these two did not seem to profit much from 
their lessons, Munshi Ram did. What his other 
brothers learnt with much effort he remembered 
without any difficulty. It was, therefore, no 
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wonder that after some time the little child was 
able to read some of the elementary textbooks 
in Persian. 

L. Nanak Chand was transferred from Bareilly 
to. Badayun. From there he went to Benares. 
It was at this place that Munshi Ram was invested 
with the sacred thread. After this he was placed 
under a teacher who taught him Hindi. 

But the most interesting thing was that at this 
time he began to worship, like his father, the god 
Shiva. He also read regularly the Ramayana, 
which had a great deal of influence on him. This 
was at the time when Swami Dayanand visited 
Benares. But neither Munshi Ram nor any other 
member of his family went to see or hear 
him. It was said that the Swami was a godless 
sorcerer. It was dangerous to go near him because 
he made other people give up their faith in 
God. 

From Benares L. Nanak Chand went to Banda. 
There Munshi Ram was put in the local school. 
But he was made to read Urdu and Persian instead 
of Hindi. This did not mean that he lost his 
interest in Hindi. On the other hand, he came 
to have a greater interest in it. He read it for 
pleasure at home. 
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After some time he fell dangerously ill. His 
parents lost all hope of his life. They sent for 
many doctors, but not one of them could do 
much for him. At last they called in a physician 
who was a God-fearing man. He treated his 
patients free. But this was not the only thing 
he did. Every evening he gave readings from the 
holy books. People came in large numbers to 
listen to him. His medicine cured Munshi Ram, 
so the parents felt very grateful to him. They 
also began to listen to his readings. ‘‘ These,” 
wrote Munshi Ram afterwards, “ left a deep mark 
on my character.” All his life he felt grateful 
to this gentleman, for he taught him what good- 
ness really is. 

After leaving Banda, L. Nanak Chand held a post 
at Mirzapur. Near this place a fair was held in 
honour of a goddess. Munshi Ram often went 
there in the company of his father. He saw many 
interesting things. He came across persons who 
did much evil in the name of religion. The 
character of his father’s orderly interested him 
most of all. He was a Brahmin, yet he did many 
evil things. He told lies, he gambled, he drank, 
he took bribes, and he cheated people. He still 
called himself religious because he often went to 
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the temple of the goddess. Even the boy Munshi 
Ram failed to understand this man. 

L. Nanak Chand again went to Benares. But 
this time he occupied a higher position than 
before, and all the rich people of Benares were 
very anxious to please him. It being the end of 
the rainy season, Benares was the scene of many 
festivities. Munshi Ram had his share of them. 
He attended feasts, he rode on elephants, and 
saw many performances. All this pleased him 
very much. 

In this way his studies were neglected for a 
few months. But after a time he was put in a 
local school. There he began to read English. 
His life in school had a good effect upon him. 
It taught him to be regular. It is said that at 
this time he got up early in the morning. Then 
he went to the river for a bathe. He also took 
exercise in an Indian gymnasium. After this he 
went to the temple of Vishwa Nath in order to 
say his prayers. Then he went home and had 
his breakfast. After this he went to school. This 
regularity he kept up for a long time. 

Soon L. Nanak Chand left Benares for Balia. 
There Munshi Ram was admitted to the local 
school. In that school he read English with a 
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Bengali gentleman, who took a great interest in 
him. So his knowledge of English improved 
very much. For his ability in English he was 
twice awarded prizes. In addition to this, Munshi 
Ram began to learn wrestling. L. Nanak Chand 
was so pleased with his son’s ability that he 
thought of sending him to a better school. 

Munshi Ram was then sent to the Queen’s Col- 
legiate School at Benares At that time this was 
the best school in the whole of the province, and 
Munshi Ram felt glad to join it. For some time 
he worked here very regularly at his books. He 
also paid much attention to his health. The 
result was that he was liked at school as well as 
elsewhere. 

On account of his regular exercises he developed 
into a fine youth. So he became a terror to all 
the bullies of his school. It is interesting to 
relate that he always tried to protect his weak 
class-mates from these bullies. 

After some time Munshi Ram sat for the 
Entrance examination. He did all his papers well 
and expected to succeed. But only a day before 
the examination was over, he was told that all 
the students would have to sit again for their 
examination in English. This was done, because 


B.I—B 
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it was suspected that the English questions had 
leaked out. Munshi Ram was very annoyed at 
this. He was all the more annoyed because he 
would have to put off going to see his mother at 
Talwan. 

For some time he did not know what to do. 
At last he made up his mind not to take the 
examination. 

Then he set out for his native place all alone. 
There a happy event awaited him. He was to 
be engaged to the daughter of a rich man. His 
mother was naturally glad to see him. But he 
reached the place in rather low spirits. It was 
because he had lost some of his things on the 
way. 

After a few months he went back to his school. 
But he took no interest in his studies. He 
absented himself from the school very often. At 
last his name was struck off the rolls of the school. 
But his father knew nothing about it. He did 
not know that his son spent most of his time in 
seeing the sights of Benares. 

He also developed a passion for reading novels 
at this time. So fond was he of reading that he 
would even read them by moonlight. But his 
father never thought that he was neglecting his 
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studies. On the other hand he thought the boy 
was devoting his time to his own books. It was 
no wonder that he failed in the examination that 
year. 

He was now sent to a Mission School at Benares. 
In spite of everything, he had kept up the habit of 
going to the temple every morning and evening. 
But one day a strange thing happened. He went 
as usual to the temple of Vishwa Nath. But he 
was not permitted to enter it. This was because 
some Rani was at that time worshipping there. 
Young Munshi Ram could not understand this. 
‘Why should not the temple be open to all, rich 
and poor alike? ” he asked himself. ‘ Why should 
the god favour the rich and neglect the poor? 
Should he not be good to all? ”’ 

On account of this he lost his faith in idol- 
worship. He even thought of turning Christian. 
But Christianity soon lost its interest for him. 
He therefore became a prey to many doubts and 
fears. His mother also died at this time. All 
these things made him very unhappy. Yet he 
was still able to pass the examination. He stood 
first among the successful candidates that year. 

He now joined the Queen’s College at Benares. 
But there again he fell into evil company. He 
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smoked a great deal. It is said that he also took 
to other evil pastimes. The result was that he 
went from bad to worse. He did not do any 
serious reading, but devoted himself only to the 
study of novels. He specially read the novels of 
Sir Walter Scott. These fired his imagination 
and he wanted to play the knight. He liked to 
lead a life of adventure, and do all sorts of daring 
things. 

But all this came to an end when his father 
asked him to go to Talwan for his marriage. 
Before he went there he spent a few days at 
Muttra. At this place he saw many interesting 
things. Two of these he could never forget. 
The one was the feast which his father gave to 
the Choube Brahmins. Four of these persons 
were invited. They ate such a lot that Munshi 
Ram’s father feared for their health. But noth- 
ing happened to them. They were found quite 
fit in the evening, begging for more food. 

The other was the conduct of the Gosains. 
These persons seemed to be good, but really they 
were very wicked. One day Munshi Ram chanced 
to see their wickedness with his own eyes. Both 
these things made him lose his faith in the Brahmin 
priests of India. 
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After some days’ stay at Muttra, Munshi Ram 
reached Talwan. There his marriage was cele- 
brated. He spent about a month there, some 
time in his own house and some time in the house 
of his father-in-law. Then he thought of going 
back to Benares. But before he did so he went 
to Bareilly where his father was the Kotwal of 
the city. At Bareilly things were no better than 
at Benares. Here, also, the rich people lived a life 
of luxury. They drove about in fine carriages, 
they drank heavily and were fond of music. Some 
of- them even married dancing girls. Munshi 
Ram saw something of this society, and in the end 
came to despise this kind of life. 

Eventually he gave up his idea of going to 
Benares. He went to Allahabad instead and 
joined the Muir Central College. There he 
devoted himself to his studies. He took a great 
interest in Chemistry and Psychology. After some 
time, he took his examination, but did not suc- 
ceed. This was because he fell ill on the day 
when he had to sit for the paper on Logic. 

After this he did not like to stay in Allahabad. 
He thought of joining the Muslim College at 
Aligarh. But as soon as he reached that place, 
cholera broke out. The college was, therefore, 
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closed, and he had to go back to Bareilly once 
again. 

While he was at Bareilly, Swami Dayanand 
arrived there. Munshi Ram’s father attended 
some of his lectures and asked his son to do the 
same. But he did not like to do so. “ There 
cannot be much in the lectures of a gentleman 
who knows only Sanskrit,” he said to himself. 
But his father pressed him again and again to go 
to the Swami’s lectures. At last he agreed. 

When he arrived at the place of the lecture, he 
felt very surprised for in the audience he saw 
some Englishmen. But he was all the more sur- 
prised when he listened to the lecture. He won- 
dered how a man who knew only Sanskrit could 
be so interesting and convincing. After this it 
became a habit with him to see as much of Swami 
Dayanand as possible. He did not go to the 
lectures only, but also went to the Swami’s private 
meetings. From these he learnt a lot about the 
Swami. 

But the Swami did more than reveal his know- 
ledge in his lectures. He was a reformer and 
found fault with everything that he found bad 
amongst the Hindus. One day he criticised the 
Christians also, At this the Commissioner sent 
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for the Swami’s host and said to him, “ Please 
tell the Swami not to say hard things about other 
people. By doing so he injures their feelings.” 
The host agreed to do so. But when he went 
up to the Swami, his heart sank within him. He 
asked other people to do this difficult task. But 
none dared do it. After much hesitation he at 
last gave the message to the Swami himself. 
Swami Dayanand heard him patiently and kept 
quiet. But next day in the course of his lecture 
the Swami said, “‘ ] will always speak the truth, 
come what may. I do not care for the Collector 
nor am [ afraid of the Commissioner. Even the 
Governor cannot hold me back from telling the 
truth. I stand for truth and I will die for it.” 
All these things impressed Munshi Ram very 
much. But still he said to himself, “‘ The Swami 
would be a very great man if only he did not believe 
in God and the Vedas.”’ One day he even made 
up his mind to have a talk with the Swami on the 
existence of God. The Swami gave such con- 
vincing replies to his questions that he could not 
say much. Then he said to him, “ It is true you 
have more logic than I. But though your logic 
makes me dumb, my mind remains unchanged. 
I cannot believe in God in spite of what you say.” 
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At this the Swami said, ‘‘ Nobody can convince 
you of the existence of God. It is only He who 
can do away with your doubts.” 

The Swami left Bareilly after some days, but 
Munshi Ram never forgot him. He remembered 
his faith in God, his logic, his humour and his 
fearlessness. But still he did not believe in 
God. 

Another person who influenced him at this 
time was his wife. She was an extremely good 
woman and was staying with him at Bareilly. 
It was the rule of her life never to take her meals 
before her husband had had his. One day Munshi 
Ram did not arrive till late in the night. But 
she waited patiently for him. At last he came 
home slightly the worse for drink. Instead of 
reproaching him she looked after him with great 
care, When he recovered he asked her, “‘ Have 
you had your meals?’ She replied, ‘‘ How can 
I, when you have not had yours.” This act of 
devotion on her part impressed him very much. 
From that day he began to look upon her as his 
best friend. He made up his mind not to keep 
back anything from her in future. 

She also did him another good turn. Munshi 
Ram had run heavily into debt and did not know 
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how to pay it off. One day he happened to 
mention this fact to her. She at once said, 
‘“‘ Never mind, I have some spare gold ornaments 
which I will give you. Please dispose of them 
and pay your creditors.” At first Munshi Ram 
hesitated to do this. But at last he had to 
accept this kind offer. Thus he paid off his 
debts, but he never forgot the goodness of his 
wife. 

On account of these things Munshi Ram could 
not go on with his studies. But his father was 
very anxious about his future. All his other sons 
were settled in life. Only Munshi Ram was as 
yet without a situation. Soon an idea occurred 
to him. He thought of approaching the Com- 
missioner for a job for his son. The Commis- 
sioner was very kind to him, and said he thought 
that he could do something for his son. 

So father and son went and saw the Commis- 
sioner together. He said that he would make 
Munshi Ram a Tehsildar. But to start with he 
asked him to work as a Naib Tehsildar. Munshi 
Ram felt very happy at this, and started his 
work in earnest. After a few months a strange 
thing happened which caused him to resign his 
post. 
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It happened like this. A regiment was stationed 
a few miles away from Bareilly. Munshi Ram 
was asked to arrange for provisions for it. He 
therefore made all kinds of arrangements. He 
also went to see things for himself. But when 
he reached the place, one person complained that 
all his eggs had been taken by the soldiers and 
he had not been paid anything for them. 

Munshi Ram felt annoyed at this. He, there- 
fore, went to the Colonel and complained about 
the soldiers. But the Colonel did not pay any 
heed to his complaints. On the other hand he 
treated him rather roughly. Thereupon Munshi 
Ram threatened to withdraw all the dealers in 
provisions. This threat enraged the officer very 
much and he told Munshi Ram to do his worst. 
So Munshi Ram went away with all his men. 
Thus the soldiers were left without any provisions 
for the night. 

Munshi Ram reported this matter to his officer, 
who told him that he had behaved rashly. He 
further asked him to see the Collector on the 
subject. When Munshi Ram went there, he found 
the Colonel also present. After listening to both 
these persons the Collector asked Munshi Ram 
to tender an apology to the Colonel. Munshi 
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Ram did so and left the place immediately. This 
event disturbed his mind a great deal. He made 
up his mind not to have anything to do with 
service of any kind. The kind-hearted Commis- 
sioner even offered him the job of a Tehsildar, 
but he did not accept it. 

After this somebody suggested to the father 
that he should ask his son to become a pleader. 
This idea appealed to both father and son. Munshi 
Ram was, therefore, asked to go to Lahore and 
_join the Law College. He acted as his father 
advised him. But at Lahore he did not apply 
himself to his studies. He met an old friend of 
his who asked him to run a shop in partnership 
with him. Munshi Ram did so, but soon found 
that the man was a cheat. He, therefore, left 
this shop very soon. For this and other reasons 
he did not attend sufficient lectures and was not 
sent up for the examination. 

But he joined the college again next year. 
However, he still found it difficult to work hard 
at his books. Instead of books on Law he read 
novels. He also wasted much time in the com- 
pany of friends. These were not a good set, for 
they made him do many evil things. It was but 
natural that he failed in the examination that year. 
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Munshi Ram was now a grown man, yet 
he had no means of livelihood. This worried 
him a great deal. At last he made up his mind 
to go out in search of work. But when he got 
into the train he said to himself, “‘ It is no use 
running away from home and the examination. 
It is a sin to be a failure in life. I must first go 
to Lahore and take my examination.” He there- 
fore set out for Lahore and sat for the examination. 
He passed successfully. 

Then he set up his practice as a Mukhtar at 
Jullundur. He did better in his profession than 
he had expected. This encouraged him very 
much. But he also felt that it was not good to 
be only a Mukhtar. He wanted to qualify him- 
self as a pleader. But he could not make up his 
mind to leave Jullundur and go to Lahore in 
order to continue his studies. 

One day he discovered that after the following 
year none but a graduate would be eligible to sit 
for the Pleader’s Examination. This made him 
rather nervous about his future. He resolved, 
therefore, to go to Lahore immediately and join 
the Law College. 

But he had to postpone his departure for Lahore 
for some time. This was because his friends 
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stood in his way. He was a popular person at 
Jullundur. So all his friends wanted to entertain 
him before he left. Thus a number of feasts took 
place. Munshi Ram attended every one of these. 
Many days passed, but still there was no end to 
these feasts. 

One night he was present at the dinner of a 
friend of his, where most of the guests were 
drinking. It is said that Munshi Ram also drank 
a little. But one of the guests drank so much 
that he could not walk steadily. Munshi Ram 
saw him home. But when this man reached his 
house he started to drink again. The result was 
that he felt very sick. He also said many im- 
proper things. 

To Munshi Ram this man appeared to be a 
confirmed drunkard. He had lost all control 
over himself. He was, in the eyes of some, an 
object of laughter, but to Munshi Ram he appeared 
to be an object of pity. “ So this comes of drink- 
ing. It makes beasts of us. It makes us forget 
ourselves. It leads us to do things which no 
man in his senses would ever do,” though Munshi 
Ram. 

It then seemed as if Swami Dayanand stood in 
front of him. He seemed to ask him, ‘‘ What 
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have you made of your life? Why have you 
fallen so low? Won’t you give up this bad 
company and make an attempt to be a good 
man?” 

Munshi Ram turned these things over in his 
mind for some time. At last he resolved never 
to touch wine again. After this he went to sleep. 
Next morning when he woke up, he was pleased 
with his decision. That very day he left for 
Lahore. Needless to say, he remained faithful to 
his resolution all his life. 

At Lahore he devoted himself to his studies 
with all his heart. In his spare time he attended 
meetings of the Brahmo Samaj and the Arya 
Samaj. One Brahmo preacher impressed him 
very much by his earnestness and sincerity. He 
even thought of joining the Brahmo Samaj. But 
he could not reconcile himself to one of the 
doctrines of the Brahmo Samaj. He had, there- 
fore, to give up this idea. It was at this time 
that he got a copy of the Satyarth Prakash (The 
Light of Truth) by Swami Dayanand. He became 
interested in it, and this completed his conversion 
to the Arya Samaj. Then he joined it. He was 
welcomed by all the Arya Samajists. They felt 
they had drawn a really able young man towards 
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the Arya Samaj. It is said that one of the elders 
remarked at that time, “ This young man will 
infuse a new spirit into the Arya Samaj.”’ These 
words ultimately proved true. 

Munshi Ram proved a zealous worker in the 
cause of the Arya Samaj. Even though he was a 
student, he tried to explain its objects by lecturing. 
His first public speech was made at Jullundur. 
It was on the subject of early marriage and the 
practice of Brahmcharya. Such was the effect 
of his lecture on the audience that one of them 
said, “Though my wife wants to betroth our 
son, although he is only one year old, I will not 
marry him till he is twenty-five.” 

About this time Munshi Ram’s father fell a 
prey to a cruel disease called paralysis. Munshi 
Ram went to his native place to look after him. 
The patient soon recovered but Munshi Ram stayed 
on there. 

One day there arose a difference between father 
and son. It was one of the sacred days of the 
Hindus. On this day pitchers full of water and 
fruit are given away to the Brahmins. Munshi 
Ram’s father got a great many pitchers and a lot 
of fruit for this purpose. He wanted every member 
of his family to give something away. Everyone 
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but Munshi Ram did so. Thereupon the father 
asked him in an angry tone why he was not doing 
so. Munshi Ram said, ‘‘ I have no faith in this 
kind of charity. I have a great regard for the 
real Brahmins, but none for the sort of Brahmins 
we find here to-day. I do not want to disobey 
you, but also I do not want to do that which 
I think unwise.” Thereupon the father kept 
quiet. 

After some time Munshi Ram thought of leay- 
ing for Lahore. That day his father asked him 
again to make some offerings to the god in the 
temple. But he refused. At this his father flew 
into a rage and said, “ If you are inclined this way 
I do not think my last rites will be performed 
properly.” Munshi Ram then said, “I do not 
want to disobey you, but surely you would not 
like me to do a thing which I consider wrong. I 
do not believe in these idols and, therefore, cannot 
make any offerings to them.” On hearing this 
his father heaved a sigh and said, “‘ God’s will be 
done.” 

It is not, however, out of place to relate that 
after some time his father also got interested in 
the Arya Samaj. Then he came to admire his 
son for his honesty and frankness. 
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On reaching Lahore Munshi Ram again worked 
hard at his books. But much of his time 
he gave to the Arya Samaj. He sat for the 
examination, though he was not. declared 
successful, 

Then he started his practice at Jullundur. His 
clerk had the words “‘ Legal Practitioner ”’ written 
on his signboard. As Munshi Ram thought it 
was not true he had them removed at once. One 
day his friends asked him to dinner. They all 
persuaded him to take drink. But no sooner was 
the cup put to his lips than he was sick. At this 
all his friends felt ashamed of themselves. 

In the meantime his father’s health went from 
bad to worse, so Munshi Ram set out for Talwan. 
When he reached home his father showed him 
his will. He had divided his lands and houses 
equally between his sons, but had left all the cash 
and ornaments to Munshi Ram. Munshi Ram 
thought it would be unjust on his part to take all 
that. So he tore the will into pieces. This made 
his father believe all the more in his goodness. 
After a few days his father died. His dead body 
was cremated according to the Vedic rites. After 
his death all the property was divided equally 
amongst the brothers. 
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For some time after this Munshi Ram divided 
his time between his practice and the Arya Samaj. 
But as time passed the Arya Samaj came to claim 
more and more of his attention. He took part 
in debates. He organised prayer meetings of the 
families of the Arya Samajists. He delivered 
lectures on the Arya Samaj. He also helped L. 
Dev Raj of Jullundur to devise new ways for 
collecting funds for the Arya Samaj. Two of 
these may be mentioned here. One was that 
every Arya Samajist was asked to set apart a 
handful of flour every day. ‘The other was that 
the Arya Samajists did not destroy waste paper 
but sold it to help the funds of the Arya Samaj. 

At the same time Munshi Ram took seriously 
to the study of the Shastras. The need of this was 
impressed upon him by Pt. Guru Dutt and 
other devoted young men. This study not only 
increased his knowledge, but also enabled him 
to face disappointments with calmness. In other 
words, it strengthened his character. Munshi Ram 
was doing well in his practice at this time. He was 
a good speaker and knew the law well. For these 
reasons he was much sought after by litigants. 

It is said about a certain Sikh gentleman that 
he wanted to engage a lawyer for his case. He 
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went about the courts and heard every lawyer 
speak. None impressed him very much, until 
he heard Munshi Ram argue a case in court. 
He was so impressed that he engaged him for 
his case with a fee of Rs. 1,000. After some 
time Munshi Ram’s practice began to dwindle 
because he did not accept cases which involved 
fraud or dishonesty of any kind. He never 
regretted this, however, for his profession did not 
mean much to him. The Arya Samaj was every- 
thing. He was one of those Arya Samajists who 
practise what they believe. For instance, he 
believed that women should not be kept in purdah. 
So he asked his wife to discard it. Then he took 
her out with him on long walks. This was some- 
thing very unusual in those days. 

He also believed in educating girls. So he sent 
his eldest girl to a local girls’ school which was 
run by a Christian mission. He was, however, 
surprised to find one day that the little girl was 
singing a song about Christ. This pained him 
very much. So with the help of L. Dev Raj he 
founded a girls’ school. This is now known as 
the Kanya Maha Vidyalya of Jullundur. It is a 
fine institution and has a large number of girls on 
its rolls. 
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Munshi Ram now felt that it was necessary to 
have a newspaper to make the work and the ideals 
of the Arya Samaj popular. He therefore started 
the Sad Dharm Pracharak. Sixteen other gentle- 
men each paid Rs. 25, but after a while Munshi 
paid them off. Then he supported it by himself. 
This paper rendered a great service to the 
cause of the Arya Samaj. Though it was at 
first published in Urdu, yet its Urdu was such as 
contained a very large number of Hindi words. 
In this way its readers came to be familiar with 
Hindi also. 

Munshi Ram was an untiring worker in the 
cause of the Arya Samaj, and he spent much of 
his time in visiting new places to establish Arya 
Samajes there. He was a fearless man, and spoke 
strongly against those who did not live up to the 
creed of the Arya Samaj. By doing so he made 
many enemies. But he was not afraid of them. 
About this time the Kumbh fair was held at Hard- 
war. Munshi Ram worked hard for it and was put in 
charge of the Prachar work of the Arya Samaj 
there. 

But his life became darkened by death. His 
eldest brother-in-law died, and he felt his loss 
very much. Then he heard the sad news of the 
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death of Pt. Guru Dutt. Both of them were great 
friends and fellow-workers in the same cause. 
So he felt very sad at this loss. L. Sain Das, the 
leader of the Arya Samaj, also died. This was 
a great blow to the cause of the Arya Samaj. 

He had hardly recovered from these shocks 
when his wife passed away. She was a very good 
woman, and her death caused him much grief. 
After her death he found a message that she had 
left for him. It said, ‘‘ I am about to die. Please 
forgive all my faults. You will probably get a 
better, wiser and prettier wife than myself. But 
please do not forget the children. Good-bye.” 
These words touched the heart of Munshi Ram 
very much. He vowed never to marry again, 
and he kept his vow. 

At this time he was elected President of the Arya 
Pritinidhi Sabha, Lahore. This was the chief 
organisation of the Arya Samajes. But this proved 
a very difficult job for him. It became all the 
more difficult on account of the differences between 
the Arya Samajists. On the one hand, there were 
some who thought that the D.A.-V. College, 
Lahore was of great importance. On the other 
hand, there were others who did not think so. 
This struggle lasted long. In the end the Arya 


Page 38 


28 Makers of the Arya Samaj, I 


Samaj came to be divided into two camps. One 
party was led by L. Hans Raj, Principal of the 
D.A.-V. College, Lahore. The other was led by 
Munshi Ram. 

Now Munshi Ram entered upon one of the 
busiest periods of his life. He edited his weekly 
paper; he looked after his practice; and above all 
he gave much of his time to the Arya Pritinidhi 
Sabha. But he was not satisfied with all this. 
He loved the ancient Aryan culture and wanted 
to revive it. The best way to do so, he thought, 
was to found a Gurukula. It was to be a kind 
of college where boys were to be taught from the 
age of six to twenty-five. This was the ancient 
Aryan ideal of education. It was also thought 
that these students should stay away from cities. 
They would thus live where they studied. And 
this should go on till they had finished their 
education. 

It was a new idea, and nobody knew how it 
would be received by the people. But Munshi 
Ram’s energy and determination overcame all 
obstacles. First of all, he toured the country to 
collect thirty thousand rupees. After having done 
so he fixed upon a fine spot at Kangri near Hardwar 
for the buildings of the Gurukula. This was the 
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gift of a rich landlord of Najibabad named Munshi 
Aman Singh. When Munshi Ram took it over, 


MAHATMA MunsHI RAM AS GOVERNOR OF THE GURUKULA, 
KANGRI 


it was nothing but a jungle. But soon he had 
it cleared. After some time it became one of the 
best sites in the country. All this was due to 
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the self-sacrifice of Munshi Ram and his band of 
devoted workers. 

The Gurukula, thought Munshi Ram, should 
differ from ordinary schools and colleges. In the 
first place, it should enjoin celibacy on the students. 
In other words the students should cultivate 
purity in thought, word and deed. This could 
only be done if the students were kept away from 
the temptations of cities. He also believed that 
education should be imparted to the students 
through the medium of Hindi. This appeared 
to be at first a very difficult task. But afterwards 
people came to believe that it was a very wise 
thing to do. 

But Munshi Ram did not want the Gurukula 
to impart instruction only in the ancient Sanskrit. 
He also wanted the students to learn modern 
languages and science. On this question there 
arose a difference between him and some of his 
co-workers. But Munshi Ram remained firm. 
Some of his devoted friends left him, but time 
has justified his actions. 

Munshi Ram also believed that the Gurukula 
should be independent of Government control. 
He did not think that the aim of education should 
be to qualify students for employment. He 
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believed that the aim of education was to de- 
velop character and to produce good and noble 
citizens. So he said, “My students will not 
run after petty jobs. They will do something 
better and nobler. They will be the builders of a 
nation.” 

These were the ideals that inspired Munshi 
Ram. To carry them into effect he gave up every- 
thing. He left both his home and his practice. 
From this time onward the Gurukula was every- 
thing to him. He lived there and fully shared 
the’ life of the students. He prayed with them, 
he took exercise with them and dined with them. 
Sometimes he also took part in instructing them. 
Whatever time was to spare was given to the work 
of building and to the laying out of the garden. 
No wonder that everybody called him Mahatma, 
or the great-souled one. 

Just at this time the Arya Samajists became 
suspected by their rulers. They were subjected 
to all kinds of persecution. The most well-known 
of these was the prosecution of the Arya Samajists 
by the Patiala State. Most of the Arya Samajists 
there were arrested. Then a case was started 
against them for disloyalty to the State. But 
while the State itself engaged the best English 


Page 42 


32 Makers of the Arya Samaj, I 


lawyers, these people were not permitted to 
have any lawyers outside the State. 

Mahatma Munshi Ram saw all this and was 
very grieved. So he wrote articles to arouse 
public opinion. He also toured the province and 
delivered lectures. Then he collected money for 
the defence of the Arya Samajists. He himself, 
assisted by some able lawyers, took the defence 
into his own hands. Finally, he saw the Maharaja, 
to whom he represented the true facts of the case. 
The result of all this was that the case against 
the Arya Samajists was withdrawn. But the Maha- 
raja ordered that all Arya Samajists who were not 
residents of the State should leave within seven 
days. Through this order many of them lost 
their jobs. But Mahatma Munshi Ram employed 
some of them in the Gurukula itself. In this 
manner he saved some people from a great deal 
of misfortune. 

During this period the mission of the Gurukula 
also came to be misunderstood. Some thought 
that it taught its pupils the use of arms. Others 
thought that it taught horsemanship. One gentle- 
man wrote in the papers that he had seen with his 
own eyes the Brahmcharies learning archery. All 
this implied that the students of the Gurukula 
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were engaged in some unlawful activities. But 
Mahatma Munshi Ram soon dispelled all these 
fears and doubts. He invited the Lieutenant 
Governor of the U.P. to visit the place. Sir 
James Meston, now Lord Meston, went there 


THE GuURUKULA BUILDINGS 


three times. The last time he went he was 
accompanied by the Viceroy of India, Lord 
Chelmsford. They saw everything with their own 
eyes. They were struck with the simple life of 
the students, and admired the courage of Mahatma 
Munshi Ram. 
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After some time it occurred to Mahatma Munshi 
Ram that it would be very useful to have a fixed 
capital of fifteen lacs for the Gurukula. His idea 
was to run it with the interest on this sum, plus 
the fees of the students. ‘To accomplish this he 
gave up his own money. Then he collected 
money from others. He wanted to spend this 
money in building an Agricultural College which 
should be attached to the Gurukula. He was 
anxious for the students to learn farming. He also 
wanted them to receive some kind of industrial 
training. Above all, he desired that they should 
have an Ayurvedic college of their own. He was 
able to have some of these things done, but others 
remained mere dreams. 

By this time the Gurukula had become a great 
institution. Its fame had spread far and wide. 
People came from all parts of the world to see it. 
They were all full of admiration for it. Its site 
touched their hearts, while its scheme of studies 
filled them with delight. They all congratulated 
Mahatma Munshi Ram on his work. 

But Mahatma Munshi Ram himself was not 
quite satisfied with what he had done. It is 
true that Gurukula had become popular, but 
this was not the aim of his life. 
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According to the Shastras every Hindu has to 
pass through four stages of life. First of all he 
is to bea student. Then he has to live as a house- 
holder. After this he has to cut himself away 
from his family. Last of all, he has to become a 
Sanyasi, when he has to give up everything. 
Mahatma Munshi Ram had passed through the 
first three stages. He now wanted to be a 
Sanyasi. He wanted to give up everything. It 
was his desire to devote himself entirely to 
the contemplation of God and the service of 
others. 

But his friends did not want him to do this. 
They thought that he should continue to devote 
himself to the Gurukula and the Arya Samaj. 
But Mahatma Munshi Ram, after much considera- 
tion, made up his mind to become a Sanyasi or a 
recluse. So he retired to the garden house at 
Mayapur to think about this question. ‘The more 
he thought about it the firmer became his resolve. 
At last he publicly announced that he would 
leave the Gurukula. 

The day arrived when he was to bid farewell to 
the Gurukula. On that day everybody in the 
Gurukula gave him a send-off. They all accom- 
panied him in procession as far as Mayapur. 
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Mahatma Munshi Ram walked at the head of this 
procession. He had a big staff in his hand and a 
yellow scarf on his shoulders. He was followed 
by the principal and the professors of the Gurukula. 
After this came the old graduates of the Gurukula. 
These were followed by the students. When the 
procession reached the place where the families of 
the professors lived a little child rushed out. He 
cried, ‘“‘ Grandpa, grandpa,” and clung to the 
knees of the Mahatma. The child was no other 
than his own grandson. This touched every 
heart, but Mahatma Munshi Ram _ remained 
unmoved. 

At Mayapur the ceremony was performed. 
Mahatma Munshi Ram had his head shaved. 
He cast off his former clothes and put on the 
garments of a Sanyasi. Then his name was 
changed. He now came to be known as Swami 
Shraddhanand. He vowed that he would not 
hanker after any worldly thing. He also re- 
solved to devote himself entirely to the service 
of mankind. 

Swami Shraddhanand left Mayapur after the 
ceremony. He then travelled all over India. In 
the course of a year or so he delivered as many as 
three hundred lectures. In all these he emphasised 
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the need for Brahmcharya or celibacy. He taught 
that people should build up their character. 
‘“ Nations,” he said, “become great only on 
account of the character of the persons that com- 
pose them.” He also thought of writing the 
history of the Arya Samaj. For this he collected 
material wherever he went. 

But this work had to be suspended for two 
reasons. In the first place, Swami Shraddhanand 
learned that the Arya Samajists of Dhaulpur 
State were in trouble. The State authorities 
had -ordered a part of the Arya Samaj mandir 
to be demolished. On this site public con- 
veniences were to be constructed. The Arya 
Samajists resented this and represented their 
case to the State. But nobody listened to 
them. At last Swami Shraddhanand was sent 
for. He went and saw the Prime Minister. 
But this had no effect. Then Swami Shradd- 
hanand said, “I will starve myself to death 
unless you change your mind.” The authorities 
then agreed to the demands of the Arya 
Samajists. 

Some other time famine broke out in Gharwal. 
Swami Shraddhanand was approached by Pt. 
Madan Mohan Malaviya to organise relief there. 
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So he went and toured the famine-stricken area. 
He found that the people were really in great 
distress. So he opened depots for the distribu- 
tion of grain. At some of these the grain was 
distributed free. At others it was sold at a very 
cheap rate. 

After leaving Gharwal, Swamiji stayed for some 
time in the Gurukula, where he wrote a report 
of the famine relief. Then he left for Delhi. 
While he was there the Rowlatt Act was passed. 
This shocked the Indians very much and they 
agitated against it. The leader of this agitation 
was Mahatma Gandhi. Mahatma Gandhi wanted 
to go to Delhi to confer with some other leaders. 
But he was prevented from doing so. This 
created a great deal of unrest amongst the people. 
This showed itself especially at Delhi. Crowds of 
people came out of their homes and made for the 
railway station. To prevent them from doing so 
the Government called out the Military and the 
Police. A large number of machine guns were 
also placed in different parts of the city. In 
spite of all these things the people could not be 
kept under control. | 

Then Swami Shraddhanand said to the authori- 
ties, “ If you do not open fire on the people, I 
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will send them away to their homes.” They 
agreed to this. So the Swami asked the people 
to follow him to a place where a meeting was 
to be held. They all obeyed. He then marched 
at the head of a large number of people in that 
direction. But he had not gone very far when he 
was stopped by some Gurkha soldiers. Not know- 
ing what the matter was they wanted to charge on 
the crowd. But after baring his breast Swami 
Shraddhanand went forward and said, ‘‘ You 
can charge on me but not on these people.” 
This fearlessness on his part subdued the 
soldiers. They then let the crowd pass without 
any trouble. 

This act of Swami Shraddhanand made him 
very dear to the people. He became their 
hero. They began to look upon him as their 
guardian and defender. Not only Hindus but 
also Mohammadans came to hold him in high 
esteem. 

To show their regard for him the Mohammadans 
asked him to address them in the Jumma Masjid. 
This was a great honour for the Swami, because 
no Hindu had ever done so before. Nor has any 
Hindu been asked to do so since. Swami Shrad- 
dhanand then stood on the platform of the mosque 


B.I.—D 


Page 50 


40 Makers of the Arya Samaj, I 


and spoke words of courage and hope to the 
people. He talked to them about freedom. He 
told them about the blessings of Hindu-Muslim 
unity. The words that fell from his lips produced 
a deep effect on them. 

Some time after this Swami Shraddhanand 
heard about the atrocities of Martial Law in 
the Punjab. So he went to Amritsar to see 
these things with his own eyes. He found 
the people there in great distress. But he 
comforted them as much as he could. He 
collected money for them, as well as helped 
those Indian leaders who wanted to enquire 
into the matter. 

That very year the Indian National Congress 
was to be held at Amritsar. But the people were 
so afraid that they did not want to have it there. 
Swami Shraddhanand came forward and said, 
“We will hold the Congress here, whatever hap- 
pens.” This heartened the people and they 
agreed. So he had to make all kinds of prepara- 
tions. All this meant much work on his part, but 
he did not mind. At last the session of the Con- 
gress was held. He was elected Chairman of the 
Reception Committee. The address that he wrote 


at that time was quite unique. It was full 


Page 51 


Swami Shraddhanand 4I 


of courage and hope. It was also written in 
Hindi, a thing which had never been done 
before. 

After this Swamiji had to go back to the Guru- 
kula because it was in difficulties. Everybody felt 
that none but Swami Shraddhanand could manage 
it properly. After much hesitation Swamiji made 
up his mind to go there. He could not bear to 
think that the Gurukula which he had founded 
should suffer in any way. 

On reaching the Gurukula he saw that its im- 
mediate need was money. So he undertook a 
voyage to Burma to collect funds. ‘There he suc- 
ceeded in his object. But on his return he fell 
dangerously ill. On recovering from this illness 
he realised that he was not strong enough to manage 
the Gurukula. So he resigned and went back to 
Delhi. 

At Delhi three things engaged his attention. 
In the first place, he wanted to build a memorial 
to the victims of Martial Law. But this project 
failed on account of lack of funds. Then he 
turned his attention to the uplift of the untouch- 
ables. In the suburbs of Delhi there were a large 
number of chamars. He opened schools for them 
and worked for them in other ways also. The 
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thing which attracted him most, however, was the 
work of unifying the Hindus. He became one 
of the founders of the Hindu Maha Sabha. The 
object of this was to unite the Hindus 1n social, 
political and religious matters. 

About this time Guru ka Bagh, near Amritsar, 
became a scene of conflict between the Sikhs and 
the mahant of that place. The mahant claimed 
the place for himself, but the Sikhs said that it 
belonged to the Panth. The mahant, therefore, 
refused to allow the Sikhs to take wood for the 
free langar or kitchen. Nevertheless the Sikhs 
went there in large numbers to defy the mahant. 
But the police came to his aid. So a large number 
of them were sent to jail every day. When Swami 
Shraddhanand learnt about it he went to Amritsar. 
But he was arrested there and sent to jail for a 
year. This was done to keep him from taking 
part in the agitation. 

After coming out of the jail Swami Shraddhanand 
went back to Delhi. Soon afterwards he received 
an invitation from Agra. Some Rajputs there, 
who were Hindus in everything but in name, were 
to be converted to Hinduism. ‘This work appealed 
to him, and he toured the United Provinces for 
this purpose. He was successful in his mission 
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and won over the Rajputs. The Rajputs were 
welcomed back to the fold. In the meantime the 
Mohammadans took offence at this and tried to 
undo the Swami’s work. But they failed. Then 
the Swami established the All-India Shuddhi 
Sabha. The object of this was to bring non-Hindus 
into the fold of Hinduism. 

As the Swami was interested in the unification 
of the Hindus he did a lot of work for the next 
session of the Hindu Maha Sabha, which was to 
be held at Benares. But the Brahmins there 
disappointed him very much. They did not want 
to have anything to do with the uplift of the 
untouchables. They refused to listen either 
to Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya or to Swami 
Shraddhanand. At last the Hindu Maha Sabha 
passed a resolution about the untouchables 
which did not mean anything. This filled the 
Swami with grave fear about the future of the 
Hindus. 

Still the Swami did not slacken his efforts in 
this direction, On his return to Delhi he organised 
the Dalit-Udhar Sabha. To carry out this mis- 
sion he gathered round him a band of workers. 
All these wanted to raise the untouchables by 
giving them education. 
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Unfortunately some riots took place between 
the Hindus and the Mohammadans at Saharanpur, 
Multan and other places. Delhi was also the 
scene of a terrible riot. All this upset the 
Indian leaders very much. Mahatma Gandhi 
fasted for twenty-one days in order to do 
penance for the excesses of the Hindus and the 
Mohammadans. 

But some of his friends made use of this oppor- 
tunity in other ways. They called a conference 
which was attended by the representatives of all 
the communities. At this conference the prob- 
lem of Hindu-Muslim Unity was discussed and 
many valuable decisions were reached. Swami 
Shraddhanand here played a leading part. He 
even promised to give up the Shuddhi work if 
the Mohammadans gave up their tabligh. Need- 
less to say he fulfilled his promise to the letter, 
but the Mohammadans did not. So in the end 
he took to Shuddhi again. 

To further his mission Swamii founded an 
Urdu daily. It was named the Tey. After some 
time Swamiji went to South India. There he 
did much for the uplift of the non-Brahmins. He 
helped them when some of them started Saty- 
agraha, at Waikom, in the Cochin State. The 
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object of this was to give the non-Brahmins the 
right to use the thoroughfare leading to the 
temple. | 

Then Swamiji felt the need for an English 
weekly. So he started the Liberator. It is a pity 
that it did not have a long life. 

Swamiji was a man of varied activities. On his 
return from South India he founded the Kanya 
Gurukula, near Delhi, for the education of girls. 
The money for this was given by Seth Ragho 
Mal of Calcutta. He was a great admirer of 
Swamiji. On his death-bed his last wish was 
to see the Swami, but he died before the Swami 
arrived. 

One day when Swamiji was at Delhi a Muslim 
woman came to him and said, “‘ I want to be 
converted to Hinduism. I have always loved this 
religion and have read much about it. I have 
often thought of becoming a Hindu, but I have 
not had the courage to do so before. Please make 
a Hindu of me and adopt me as your daughter.” 
The Swami listened to her and felt happy. After 
some time her father and husband arrived there. 
They tried to dissuade her, but she did not listen 
to them. Swamiji admired her courage and con- 
verted her to Hinduism. 
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But this brought a great deal of trouble on 
the head of the Swami. The husband filed 
a case against him and some others. It is 
interesting to relate, however, that the Magis- 
trate acquitted them all. On account of this 
the Mohammadans felt some resentment against 
Swami Shraddhanand. 

Just then Swami Shraddhanand’s health was 
not good. He became worse on account of his 
unceasing activities, and fell a prey to pneumonia. 
During his illness he was treated by Dr. Ansari, 
the famous physician of Delhi. After a few days 
he recovered. 

But Swami felt that his end was drawing near. 
He sent for his son, Mahashe Indra, and other 
fellow-workers. He told them that they should 
take down his will. But they would not, for 
they said, “You are all right now. The doctor 
says you will be able to move about in a few days.” 
But the Swami thought otherwise. 

During his illness one of his friends sent a wire 
asking about his health. He replied that his 
end was near. He said that he would be born 
again for the service of his country. Then he 
would have a stronger body. He said the same 
thing to Pt. Din Dyalu Sharma when he came 
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to enquire about his health. Everybody was 
surprised at this. But Swamiji felt he was 
right. 

One afternoon Swamiji was reclining in his bed 
when he heard a noise outside. He asked his 
servant what it meant. He replied that a Moham- 
madan wanted to see him and that he had asked 
him to come another day. At this the Swami 
asked the servant to bring the man in. When he 
came in he said, “‘ I want to have a talk with you 
about Islam.”’ ‘“ But I amill,’’ said Swami Shrad- 
dhanand. ‘“ You can talk to me about it some other 
day.” After this the man asked for water. 
Swamiji asked his servant to give it to him. He 
took the stranger outside and gave him water to 
drink. After drinking it the man came _ back 
again. 

Then suddenly he drew a pistol from his pocket. 
He fired a shot at Swamiji which pierced his lungs. 
He fired another shot, but the servant rushed in 
and caught hold of him. He fired a third shot. 
The servant tried to snatch the pistol away from 
him. Then he fired at the servant. Just then 
the private secretary of Swami Shraddhanand 
arrived on the spot. He took the pistol away from 
the assassin and prevented him from running 
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away. After this the police arrived and arrested 
the man. 

Thus ended the life of a great Indian. Some- 
body has said of his end, “ Strange are the ways 
of God. It was a Mohammadan doctor who 
saved the Swami’s life. But it was another Moham- 
madan who took it.” 
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HOSHIARPUR is one of the most fertile districts in 
the Punjab. It has a fine climate and a good rain- 
fall. A large number of streams flow through it. 
These are known as chos. It has many moun- 
tains which add to its beauty. Mangoes grow in 
plenty, and people call it “the Garden of the 
Punjab.” It is inhabited mostly by Hindus. Of 
these the Brahmins and the Rajputs are the most 
important. Since the number of Brahmins is 
very large there are many temples and places of 
worship there. The Rajputs, however, are known 
for their strength and fighting powers. Most of 
these people live by tilling the soil. 

In this district there is a small town named 
Bajywara. It is about three miles from Hoshiar- 
pur. It is an ancient and historic town and was 
once the capital of a small state. Raja Sansar 
Chand was one of its most famous rulers. Through 
him the town came to be known far and wide. 
He built a strong fort there. If we pay a visit to 
this town we shall see the ruins of the fort even 
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now. This place is inhabited mostly by Ksha- 
triyas. 

It was in this town that Hans Raj was born 
in 1864. He came of a respectable Kshatriya 
family. This family had never been rich, but 
had always been known for its honesty and indus- 
try. One of its members was L. Chuni Lal. He 
had two sons. One was called Mulk Raj and 
the other was Hans Raj. Though this man was 
not rich he wanted to give his sons a good 
education. He therefore sent both of them to 
school. 

Hans Raj was only ten years old when his 
father died. It was a terrible shock for all the 
family, especially for the poor mother. She did 
not know what would happen to her. She was 
poor and her children were very young. She did 
not know how she would be able to support her- 
self and the children. | 

It is said that she went to her husband on his 
death-bed, and asked him, ‘‘ Who will look after 
me when you are gone?’ The dying man com- 
forted her and said, ‘‘ God will take care of you. 
He will provide for you and your children. It 
is true you are poor now, but I believe you will 
not remain poor very long. I know our name is 
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very obscure, but I am sure it will become famous 
soon. I have great hopes in my sons. They will 
be famous one day. Trust in God, therefore, and 
do not be afraid.” 

After the death of their father Mulk Raj left his 
native place. He had passed the Entrance exam- 
ination and went to Lahore in search of a job. 
There he secured service in the Railway Depart- 
ment. It was a petty job which brought him only 
a few rupees a month. But on this small pay 
Mulk Raj supported his mother and the other 
members of the family. He sent for his younger 
brother and put him in the local Mission School 
at Lahore. He also made it his duty to look 
after his mother. He was able to do all this 
because he practised economy. 

Thus Hans Raj read in the Mission High 
School, Lahore. He was a quiet, gentle and hard- 
working boy and was liked by all his teachers. 
His class-fellows also liked him very much. They 
all admired him for his simplicity and frugality. 
But the boy Hans Raj was indifferent to the praise 
of others. His only object at school was to make 
the best use of his time. So he read a lot, not 
only his textbooks but other books as well. He 
took a particular interest in history. He had a 
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great liking for the history of his own country, 
especially the history of ancient India. He read 
about the greatness of the Aryans. This filled 
him with pride in the past of his country. 

It was this which brought him into trouble 
one day. ‘The Headmaster of the Mission School 
was a kind-hearted person. But one day he made 
some unpleasant remarks about the ancient Aryans. 
He said, “ The ancient Aryans used to worship 
idols. ‘They were no better than barbarians. They 
were ignorant because they used to worship sticks 
and stones.” 

As soon as Hans Raj heard these remarks he 
was upset. Though his other class-fellows re- 
mained silent, he got up to protest against these 
remarks. He said to the Headmaster, ‘‘ You are 
not right in what you say. The ancient Aryans 
were very wise. They used to worship only one 
God. I believe they were in some respects more 
civilised than we are to-day.” 

The Headmaster asked him where he had learned 
these things. Hans Raj referred to a book named 
Qasas-t-Hind (the Story of India) which was 
written in Urdu. In it were written the following 
words, “ The Ancient Aryans were a wise, intelli- 
gent and good people. They were highly civilised 
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and were always guided by noble principles. 
They worshipped only one God, who pervades 
the whole world. They did not worship any- 
thing else but Him. Their religion was based 
on very lofty principles. They believed that action, 
worship and knowledge are the three chief parts 
of religion.” But this did not convince the Head- 
master. He still kept to his own point of view. 
To prove it he referred to a book which was used 
in the school. It said that the ancient Aryans 
were barbarians. 

But Hans Raj believed that he was in the right 
and repeated the words again. This annoyed 
the Headmaster very much and he ordered him 
to leave the school. So he did not attend 
the school for two days. On the third day 
he was asked to come back. After this nothing 
happened until, at the age of sixteen, he 
passed the Entrance examination. This was in 
1880. 

This affair with the Headmaster had its lesson 
for the sensitive soul of Hans Raj. He made up 
his mind to give people a correct picture of the 
ancient Aryan civilization. He also resolved to 
spread the message of the Vedas. Fortunately 
these two ideas of his were in harmony with the 


Page 65 


Mahatma Hans Ray 55 


spirit of the Arya Samaj, which had been estab- 
lished in the Punjab only a few years. He was 
naturally drawn towards it and began to attend 
its weekly meetings. There he learnt a great deal 
about the greatness of the ancient Indians from 
lectures and sermons. 

But he learnt much more from L. Sain Das. 
An old Sanskrit poet says, “ Good company 
removes stupidity and dullness. It makes us 
truthful in speech. It adds to our reputation. 
It washes away our sins. It keeps us always happy 
and satisfied. It spreads our fame in all parts of 
the world. There is hardly anything that good 
company does not do for men.” ‘This proved 
true in the case of Hans Raj. His contact with 
L. Sain Das did him much good at that time, for 
this man was the leader of the Arya Samaj. He 
was respected by everybody for his noble character 
and simplicity of life. 

Even in those days when every educated person 
liked to go about in western clothes, L. Sain Das 
kept to his Indian dress. Besides this, he was 
known for the purity and nobility of his character. 
He was above all a person who exercised a great 
influence on the young. Hans Raj came under 
his influence and learnt many good things from 
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him. To this day he mentions his name with 
respect and gratitude. 

After passing the Entrance examination Hans 
Raj entered the Government College, Lahore. 
This period of his life was fruitful in two ways. 
In the first place, he made friends with many fine 
young men. Only the names .of two of these 
need be mentioned here. One was Pt. Guru Dutt 
and the other was L. Lajpat Rai. These three 
young men might be called “ the ‘Three Musket- 
eers” of the Arya Samaj. They did a great deal 
for it. 

Guru Dutt was a great scholar. He was one of 
the best brains of his time. A student of science, 
he was also familiar with literature. His memory 
was wonderful and his intellect very keen. He 
could write English very well. L. Lajpat Rai 
was a young man of great energy. He could 
speak in a way which moved people. He was 
a great orator. Hans Raj was known for his com- 
mon-sense, wisdom and foresight. He thought 
things out calmly and did his work patiently and 
steadily. These three were the pride of the Arya 
Samaj. Though they differed from one another, 
they had one thing in common. They were very 
much devoted to the Arya Samaj. 
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L. Sain Das knew how useful these young men 
could be to the Arya Samaj. So he took exceptional 
interest in them. Even though they were young, 
he entrusted them with responsible work. At 
that time the Arya Samaj was in its infancy. It 
needed an organ for making its ideals known to 
the people. L. Sain Das, therefore, started The 
Regenerator of the Arya Varta, an English weekly. 
He asked Pt. Guru Dutt and L. Hans Raj to edit 
it. Other Arya Samajists were surprised at this. 
But L. Sain Das knew better. He knew that 
the young men would make a success of their 
job. And so they did. 

But it meant hard work for them. Hans Raj, 
especially, did not spare himself. Every day he 
would come back from the college at eleven o’clock. 
Then he would go straight to the press. There 
he would correct the proofs as well as revise the 
articles sent by others. He would also write 
something of his own. At two o’clock he was 
free. "IShen he would go home and take his meal. 

That he wrote quite well for his age none can 
deny. His first article was shown to a Bengalee 
gentleman, who liked it. But Hans Raj wanted 
to get a certain other gentleman’s opinion on it. 
He therefore took it to him. After going through 
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it the gentleman made only one change. He 
changed the word “ slumber ”’ into “ deep sleep.”’ 
This shows that even though an under-graduate 
Hans Raj could express himself with ease. 

This journal served many useful purposes. In 
the first place, it helped to popularise modern 
science. This was done to remove the super- 
stitions then current amongst the people. It also 
spread the message of the Vedas. This it did by 
interpreting every event in the light of these 
sacred books. But above all, it spoke for the 
Arya Samaj. It defended it against the attacks 
of others. 

Though Hans Raj gave much time to this work, 
yet he did not neglect his studies. He took his 
Degree in 1885, and came second amongst the 
successful candidates. The first place was occupied 
by his friend, Pt. Guru Dutt. 

Hans Raj now stood at the parting of the ways. 
At that time it meant a great deal to be a graduate. 
For a young man like him, many careers were 
open. He could have become a lawyer and grown 
rich. He could have joined one of the Government 
services and done well. He could also have sat 
for an examination and qualified himself as a 
Munsiff or an Extra Assistant Commissioner. 
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But before he could make up his mind about any 
of these things something happened which decided 
his future for him. 

Swami Dayanand, the founder of the Arya 
Samaj, had died in 1883. The Arya Samajists 
of the Punjab wanted to keep his memory alive. 
But how could they do it? After thinking it 
over for a long time, they decided that a college 
should be established. It should be named the 
Dayanand Anglo-Vedic College, after Swami 
Dayanand. Its objects would be to encourage the 
study of English literature and sciences. It would 
also aim at spreading a knowledge of Sanskrit, 
and of the Vedas. Above all, it would seek to 
revive Hindu culture. 

For this purpose about seven thousand rupees 
were collected. A deputation visited various places 
in the Punjab for raising funds. The result was 
that about thirty-two thousand rupees were col- 
lected. But this sum was not sufficient to run 
a college. The Arya Samajists were, naturally, 
filled with disappointment. They did not know 
what to do. But Hans Raj came to their rescue. 

It happened like this. After his graduation 
Hans Raj wanted to devote himself to the work 
of the Arya Samaj. He wanted to do so as an 
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honorary worker, that is, as one who would not 
get any pay for his work. This was, however, a 
very difficult thing to do for a man of Hans Raj’s 


MauatMa Hans Raj In 1886 


means. As we know, his father had left him 
nothing. His brother also was not very rich. 
So how could he do it? 
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One day he happened to talk this matter over 
with his brother. Being a generous and noble 
person, he at once replied, “If this is what you 
want to do, please do not hesitate because of 
money. It is true I am not very rich. Still, I will 
share with you whatever I have. While you serve 
the country I will do everything to keep you 
happy.” These words filled Hans Raj with 
courage and hope. As his mind was definitely 
made up he wrote to L. Sain Das offering his 
honorary services to the college. 

This offer gladdened the hearts of the Arya 
Samajists. They started the D.A.-V. College on 
the 1st of June, 1886. L. Hans Raj was appointed 
its first honorary Headmaster. Though young, 
he managed the school very well. It had five 
hundred students by the end of the first year. 
Two years later Intermediate classes were started. 
In 1894 B.A. classes were added. L. Hans Raj 
was then made the Principal of the college. He 
served in this capacity for twenty-five years. 

For the next twenty-five years, therefore, the 
story of his life is the story of the college. As L. 
Lajput Rai remarked, “ L. Hans Raj is the one 
person who has given his all for the college. It is 
impossible to think of the college without him. 
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He has never spared himself in its interests. He 
has been its life and soul.” 

Another gentleman has remarked, ‘“ We can 
learn much from L. Hans Raj. His life has been 
a life of simplicity. He has lived like a poor man 
in the service of the college. To him the college 
has been everything and he has served it with 
his whole heart. Indeed, he gave up everything 
for its sake. Nobody can find fault with his life, 
it is so pure. The services that he has rendered 
to the public are many and for this he will always 
be remembered. But what has distinguished him 
most has been his steadfastness of purpose. He 
has never left anything unfinished, which he 
has once set his heart on doing.” 

We may, therefore, ask ourselves what L. Hans 
Raj has done for the college. 

In the first place, he made the college a monu- 
ment of self-help. Before this college was founded, 
people never thought that a college in India could 
be run by an Indian principal. But L. Hans Raj 
showed that this was possible. Again, it was 
thought that it was not good for a college that 
its staff should be entirely Indian. But he was 
able to manage the college with only Indians as 
members of the staff. It was also believed that 
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for the success of an institution the management 
must have some officials on it. But this college 
was run without the help of any officials. Again, 
it was believed that Government aid was neces- 
sary for an institution like the D.A.-V. College. 
But it was run with the help of subscriptions 
from the public and especially from the Arya 
Samajists. L. Hans Raj thus made the college a 
unique institution. 

This was not the only way in which he served 
the college. He also did a good deal of teaching. 
At first he lectured on English literature. But this 
meant too much strain on him, so he began to 
teach the students History and Economics. These 
lectures were very useful to young men. He 
delivered them not merely to enable students to 
pass the examination, but to give them a thorough 
knowledge of the subject. Even to-day it is 


possible to meet some of his students in the. 


Punjab who would say, ‘“ L. Hans Rajy’s lectures 
on History and Political Economy opened our 
eyes. In teaching us these subjects he showed 
how nations can become great. Without being 
unfair to any nation he filled us with a love 


of India’s greatness and made patriots of us 
all.” 
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Though L. Hans Raj felt very happy in lectur- 
ing on History he felt still more happy in explain- 
ing the doctrines of the Vedas and the mission 
of the Arya Samaj. He lectured on religion for 
a long time. These lectures were not dull and 
uninteresting, as lectures on religion often are. 
They were, on the contrary, very elevating. They 
created reverence in the minds of the young. 
They also made them zealous workers in the 
cause of the Arya Samaj. There were not a few 
students whose lives were entirely changed on 
account of these talks. 

.L. Hans Raj was thus a professor in the true 
sense of the word. He did not take interest in 
merely teaching others. He also took delight in 
his own reading. Whatever spare time he had 
was devoted to books, especially books on History. 
After some time it became a passion with him to 
study Sanskrit. He soon became proficient and 
read a lot of Sanskrit literature. A story is told 
about a European Sanskrit scholar who went to 
see L. Hans Raj. During the conversation he 
referred to some of the difficulties he had experi- 
enced in his study of Sanskrit literature. He also 
said that he had brought these to the notice of 
some other Sanskrit scholars in India, but they 
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had not thrown any light on them. Great was 
his surprise when L. Hans Raj discussed these 
things with him and satisfied him on every point. 

L. Hans Raj had not been the principal of the 
college very long, when L. Sain Das died. He had 
been the President of the Lahore Arya Samaj as 
well as that of the Provincial Representative 
Assembly of the Arya Samajists. On his death the 
question arose as to who should succeed him. 
After much thought L. Hans Raj was made 
President of both these organisations. Thus he 
became leader of the Arya Samaj. This was 
really remarkable, for L. Hans Raj was at that 
time only twenty-five years old. But he was 
wise beyond his years and proved a great 
SUCCESS. 

After some time differences arose amongst the 
Arya Samajists. They were partly due to the 
fact that some people did not like the college. 
They thought that it was not fulfilling the real 
mission of Swami Dayanand. L. Hans Raj was 
criticised. All sorts of things were said against 
his person and policy. But he remained unmoved 
by these things. They did not disturb the serenity 
of his mind. He went on his way, calmly and 
steadfastly. 
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After some time there occurred a split amongst 
the Arya Samajists. L. Hans Raj then became 
the leader of one section of the Arya Samaj. In 
this capacity he had to do much work. In the 
first place, he had to establish Arya Samajes all 
over the Punjab. This meant much travelling. 
But he did it with pleasure. He had also to 
organise a new Provincial Assembly of the repre- 
sentatives of the Arya Samajists. This was not 
an easy thing to do. It required much money. 
He was able, however, to collect the necessary 
funds. Then he had to find preachers of the right 
sort. But even in this difficult task he succeeded 

It soon became necessary for the Arya Samajists 
to have a paper of their own. The Arya Mes- 
senger, the English organ of the Arya Samaj, was 
again taken in hand. The Arya Gazette, an 
Urdu weekly, was also founded. For some time 
it was edited jointly by L. Lajpat Rai and L. Hans 
Raj. After some time L. Lajpat Rai fell ill. 
Then L. Hans Raj became its sole editor. He 
contributed many articles to it. His articles on 
the sixteen Sanskaras were very widely read. 

All this work, however, did not interfere with 
his work at the college. The college went on 
growing in numbers as well as in influence. After 
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some time similar institutions were started at 
Jullundur and Hoshiarpur. ‘Then schools sprang 
up at various places in the Punjab. It 1s no wonder 
that to-day there are about three hundred schools 
and colleges in the province. These have as 
many as seventy thousand students on their rolls. 
On them the Arya Samajes spend more than Rs. 
twenty lacs every year. Besides these there are 
an Ayruvedic College, a College of Divinity and 
an Industrial School. All these are, in a way, 
the children of the D.A.-V. College, Lahore. 

After working at the college for more than 
twenty-five years L. Hans Raj retired. This was 
in 1911. He was, of course, presented with many 
addresses of congratulation. A big hall was also 
constructed in his memory and was named the 
Hans Raj Hall. Many people were sorry that he 
was leaving the institution he had built up, but 
he felt happy because he was leaving the college 
in the hands of one of his most able pupils. 

The question may here be asked: What did L. 
Hans Raj do for the college? In the first place, 
he popularised Hindi and Sanskrit. Before the 
college was established not more than fifty students 
in the Punjab sat for examinations in Hindi or 
Sanskrit, It was mainly on account of his efforts 
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that many more students began to study these 
languages. The result of this study was that 
Hindu young men became familiar with their 
own literature, culture and civilization. 

Thus they began to take an interest in the past 
of their country. They became familiar with 
heroes and heroines of their nation, and learnt 
the value of their ancient ideals. 

This came about not only as a result of the 
teaching of these languages. It was done more 
by the example of L. Hans Raj. They saw in him 
these virtues which the ancient sages possessed. 
His was a life of simplicity and he was free from 
pride of any kind. In this connection a very 
interesting story is told. 

A gentleman from Rawalpindi, who was not an 
Arya Samajist, sent his son to the D.A.-V. High 
School, Lahore. After he had passed the Entrance 
examination, the son insisted on joining the D.A.-V 
College. The father wanted to send him to some 
other college. So he asked his son to change his 
mind. But the son would not. At last the father 
came to Lahore with his son in order to put him 
in the D.A.-V. College. 

But before he left Lahore he felt he would like 
to meet the principal. However, he hesitated to 
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do so. He thought that the principal would be 
a lordly person living in a grand bungalow and 
waited upon by many servants. Great was his 
surprise when he was taken to an ordinary-looking 
house. There he found a gentleman dressed in 
very ordinary clothes sitting on a wooden cot. 
This gentleman spoke to him very kindly and 
after some time he discovered that he was talking 
to the principal of the college. He was so struck 
with the simplicity of the gentleman that he 
became a member of the Arya Samaj. 

This simplicity is a feature of the Life-Members 
of the D.A.-V. College. The Order was started 
by L. Hans Raj in 1902. Distinguished graduates 
of Indian Universities, provided they are Arya 
Samajists, can join. They have to serve the 
college for twenty years for a small monthly 
allowance. ‘Their chief work is to teach in the 
college or school with a view to furthering the 
mission of the Arya Samaj. 

This Order at present has about sixteen mem- 
bers. Most of these are managing the different 
departments of the college. L. Sain Das, who 
was at one time the Principal of the college, was 
also one of its members. So also was L. Diwan 
Chand, M.A., Principal of the D.A.-V. College, 
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Cawnpore, and Vice-Chancellor of Agra Univer- 
sity. 

One thing which was a part of L. Hans Raj’s 
life was his love of economy. It was natural, 
therefore, that the college should also be run with 
the strictest possible economy. Sir John Maynard, 
late Vice-Chancellor of the Punjab University, 
once said, “‘ The management of the college knows 
how to make a rupee go towards doing the work 
of rupees two or even more.” This is perfectly 
true. It is on account of this that the college is 
able to do so much. This naturally means 
a great deal of work for the principal and the 
ofhce-bearers. But they do it willingly and 
gladly. 

In this connection a story is told about R. B. L. 
Lal Chand. He was one of the foremost lawyers 
in the province and also rose to the Bench. While 
he was one of the judges of the Chief Court, 
Punjab, he acted as the President of the D.A.-V. 
College Managing Committee. One day a friend, 
desiring to see him, was asked to go to the D.A.-V. 
College where he could be found. On reaching 
the place he found him supervising the work of 
some carpenters. He was astonished at this and 
said, ‘‘ A man like you should not attend to such 
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petty work.” “ My friend,” replied L. Lal Chand, 
‘‘ why not, when the money that is being spent is 
the money of very poor people?” It is this sense 
of duty and love of economy which have dis- 
tinguished the workers of this college. 

After retiring from the college, L. Hans Raj was 
elected President of the D.A.-V. College Managing 
Committee. His own idea was to devote himself 
to the work of the Arya Samaj, but he had to accept 
this office on account of the death of L. Lal Chand. 
At that time no one else was thought to be equal 
to this responsibility. He continued to work in 
this capacity till 1918. Then he refused to hold 
this office and made room for a younger man. 
While in office he fully upheld its traditions. He 
saw to it that the work expanded. He also saw 
to it that no money was wasted. 

He attended the office every day for three hours. 
He looked into every detail of the management 
himself. He granted interviews to the heads of 
the various departments of the college, and dis- 
cussed things with them in person. He also 
established a College of Indian Medicine. Another 
thing he did was to get a number of religious 
readers prepared. These were suitable for the 
different classes in the Arya schools and colleges. 
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It was through these that religious instruction was 
to be imparted in future. 

His life, however, was not without its troubles. 
During these years he had to face two great 
trials, and it is encouraging to relate that he came 
out successful from both. Afterwards he stood 
higher in the estimation of the people than he had 
ever done before. Everybody admired him for his 
calmness, his courage and his serenity. There were 
some who thought that he was another Harish 
Chandra. As Harish Chandra had faced trials 
successfully and manfully, so had he. 

The first of these trials came when his son, Bal 
Raj, was arrested on a charge of sedition. He was 
reading in the M.A. class when he was involved 
in the Delhi Conspiracy Case. People at once 
came forward with offers of help of every kind. 
But L. Hans Raj refused all such offers. His 
elder brother, L. Mulk Raj, now a prosperous 
banker, said that he would be responsible for all 
the expenses. He nobly fulfilled this promise as 
he had done before, though the expenses amounted 
to much. It is said that L. Mulk Raj had to sell 
off a house or two in order to meet them. 

At first the young man was sentenced to 
transportation for life. An appeal was filed in 
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the High Court. Then the sentence was reduced 
to seven years’ imprisonment. After serving out 
his sentence Bal Raj came out and set up as a 
business-man. He has been doing well in this ever 
since. 

A Sanskrit poet has said, “‘ Before I have crossed 
the ocean of one grief, another grief befalls me. 
Surely troubles always come in large numbers.” 
This proved true in the case of L. Hans Raj. 
While his son was standing his trial his wife fell 
dangerously ill. She was a very noble lady. 
She had shared gladly all the hardships of her 
husband. She was also a public-spirited woman. 
It was she who had been responsible for spreading 
the Arya Samaj amongst the women of the Punjab. 
She had started a girls’ school for the education of 
girls. For these things she had herself collected 
funds. She was as much devoted to her home as 
to the cause of the Arya Samaj. 

Her health had been indifferent for some time. 
But the trial of her son made her condition worse. 
At last the doctors gave up all hope of her life. 
On her death-bed she expressed a wish to see her 
son. Her husband was naturally very anxious to 
do what she asked. The magistrate was approached 
with an application for bail on behalf of Bal Raj. 
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This was granted. When the happy news was 
brought to the dying mother she felt glad. But 
the police refused to accept the responsibility 
of taking Bal Raj to Lahore, and her hopes were 
dashed to the ground. She thus died with a 
broken heart, without seeing her son. 

These two tragedies might have broken any 
man. But they did not ruffle L. Hans Raj. He 
went about his work as usual. He received visitors 
and attended to them as usual. He visited the 
different Arya Samajes and lectured there as 
before. Even if anybody alluded to these sub- 
jects he kept quiet. At that time he showed the 
indifference to pain which the stoic used to have. 
It was no wonder that people began to call him 
a Mahatma. This title was quite justified. He 
seems to have a soul remarkable for its greatness 
and strength. 

In 1918 Mahatma Hans Raj was asked to preside 
over the Punjab Educational Conference. This 
was but natural, for nobody in the province had 
served longer in the field of education than he. 
As president he delivered a very fine address which 
appealed to everybody. He said in the course of 
it, “ Let there be no illiterate person in this prov- 
ince. Primary education should be made free and 
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compulsory for all, for without it no nation can 
make progress in the world.” He suggested that 
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in every primary school students should be taught 
how to be good farmers and good citizens. He 
further added that the vernaculars should be 
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made the medium of instruction. He also dealt 
with many other problems. 

After his retirement from the Presidentship of 
the D.A.-V. College Managing Committee, he was 
elected President of the Provincial Representative 
Assembly. This was the work which had always 
been very dear to his heart, for it meant that he 
would be responsible for spreading the message 
of the Vedas. But this was not a very easy thing 
to do. 

On taking office he found that the funds of the 
Assembly were very scanty. The number of the 
preachers was also limited. ‘The Arya Samajes in 
the mofussil were also indifferent. Some of them 
had not paid any money for the Assembly funds. 
Others had not held the anniversaries for a long 
time. The first thing that he did was to collect 
funds for the Sabha. This he did by going about 
from one place to another. The next thing he 
did was to raise the number of the preachers. He 
then asked them to visit the Arya Samajes at 
different places. By going there they realised 
their duties. 

To achieve all this he had to be in the office 
every day for three hours. He also went about 
from place to place delivering lectures. These 
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lectures were always much appreciated. It is 
true that he is not a fiery orator like L. Lajpat Rai. 
But his speeches have a quiet charm of their own. 
He is always at his best when he is relating the 
history of the Arya Samaj. While doing so he 
often tells his hearers about the struggles, hard- 
ships and self-sacrifice of the Arya Samajists of 
days gone by. He is equally good when he ex- 
plains the lessons to be learnt from the study of 
the Ramayana and the Mahabharta. His lectures 
are also very effective when he explains the 
doctrines of the Arya Samaj. His great virtue as 
a speaker is that he makes clear everything he 
says. 

He was still the President of this Assembly 
when famine broke out in Gharwal. This was 
due to the shortage of the rain. After a short 
time he received letters from Gharwal asking for 
help. So he issued an appeal for funds. The 
public had so much confidence in him that he 
collected a great deal of money for the purpose. 
He then sent a large number of volunteers there. 
They opened depots at many places, and grain was 
distributed to the people. | 

After a few months the famine disappeared. 
Then he found that he had still some money at 
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his disposal. This he used for the good of the 
people in Gharwal in other ways. He founded 
scholarships for Gharwalis who wanted education. 
He also started a few schools there. But all these 
things he did after seeing things for himself. 

It was in 1919 that the Indian Social Conference 
was held at Amritsar. Mahatma Hans Raj was 
asked to preside over it. As president he delivered 
a very interesting address. In it he gave a pro- 
gramme of work which social reformers should 
follow. He asked them to remove the poverty of 
India. ‘‘ This,” he said, “ can be done if we do 
not spend too much on festivals and ceremonies. 
It can also be prevented if the Indians spend money 
on goods produced in their own country.” He 
also deplored the absence of Brahmcharya among 
the Indians. ‘“ Child marriages,” he said, “‘ have 
made our nation weak. It is necessary, therefore, 
to abolish this system.” 

Then he spoke of some of the evils amongst 
the Hindus. He specially referred to the caste 
system. It had divided the Hindus into so many 
small groups, which had not much to do with one 
another. For instance, the members of one group 
would not dine with those of another. The 
members of one group also would not marry 
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amongst the members of another group. The 
result was that it was very difficult to find suit- 
able matches for young Hindus. The caste system 
was also responsible for preventing the Hindus 
from taking part in certain trades and professions. 

He also referred to the depressed classes. He 
was very sorry to find that one third of the Hindus 
in India should be known as Shudras. These 
were treated very badly and were not allowed to 
mix with the high-caste Hindus. They could 
not worship in their places of worship. Nor 
could they draw water from their wells. He 
pleaded strongly for a better treatment of these 
people. 

He also drew attention to the problem of widows. 
He regretted that they were not given their 
right place in society. He said that Hindu widows 
should be allowed to re-marry. If this were 
done, some of them would not change their 
religion. At the same time, Hindu young men 
would not be obliged to embrace Christianity or 
Islam for purposes of marriage. Moreover, he 
criticised the present system of female education. 
He thought that women should not be given the 
same education as men. Their education should 
help them in the home. 
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He believed that social reform was very 1m- 
portant. It was very necessary for people to give 
the matter their serious attention. 

In 1920 Mahatma Gandhi started the Non- 
co-operation Movement. One of the objects of 
this Movement was to boycott existing schools and 
colleges. Fiery speeches were made to the 
students to leave their schools and colleges. Most 
of them acted on this advice. The result was 
that some of the institutions in the Punjab had 
to be closed down. Then the Congress leaders 
made an appeal to the students of the D.A.-V. 
College to strike. This was too much for Mahatma 
Hans Raj. He could not bear to see the college 
for which he had done so much close down. 

He went to the college, therefore, and delivered 
a speech to the students. He asked them not to 
be misled by what others said. He advised them 
to consult their teachers and parents in this 
matter. He also told them that they would have 
a new institution for imparting national education 
if there was any demand for it. The speech pro- 
duced a good effect and made the students think 
seriously about the matter. 

Mahatma Hans Raj was not content merely 
with criticism. He drew up schemes for a 
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non-University High School as well as for a 
University for Women. Before many months had 
passed the D.A.-V. College had three new de- 
partments. The first was the College of Divinity 
where Vedic missionaries were to be trained. 
The second was the Industrial High School. The 
third was the Institute of Industrial Chemistry. 
All these have been doing useful work for many 
years. 

For some time Mahatma Hans Raj remained 
busy with these things. Then came very sad 
news from Malabar. It was about the forcible 
conversion of some Hindus to Islam by the 
Moplahs. Mahatma Hans Raj enquired into the 
matter and issued an appeal for funds. But it 
was very coldly received by the Press. Still he 
persevered, and felt very happy when his own old 
mother sent a contribution. He is said to have 
remarked at the time, ‘‘ I will now succeed in my 
work because it has been blessed by my mother.”’ 
After this he received several contributions. Then 
he sent volunteers to Malabar. They not only 
distributed relief among the victims but also suc- 
ceeded in persuading the Hindus to take the 
converts back into their fold. In this way Mahat- 
maji succeeded in what he had planned. 
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The doings of the Moplahs in Malabar opened 
the eyes of the Hindus. They also made Mahatma 
Hans Raj think deeply about the matter. He felt 
that the Hindus should be united. So he drew 
up his programme for Hindu Sanghathan. He 
appealed to the Hindus to have the same respect 
for the Vedas as the Mohammadans have for 
the Qoran and the Christians for the Bible. He 
said in a speech which he delivered, “‘ Let the 
Hindus learn to pray together like the Moham- 
madans. Let them look after their widows and 
orphans as other communities do. Let them 
remember that Hinduism should not be confined 
to India only, but should become a world religion. 
The Hindus should learn Hindi and make it the 
most important language in India. They should 
work for the uplift of the depressed classes and do 
away with the false distinctions of caste. Every 
Hindu should feel that all Hindus are his 
brothers.” If to-day there exists a strong Hindu 
feeling in India, much of the credit for it goes to 
Mahatma Hans Raj. 

In 1923 Mahatma Hans Raj became connected 
with another movement. It was known as the 
Shuddhi Movement. Its purpose was to convert 
people to Hinduism. For this he was much 
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criticised. He was described as a person who 
was trying to destroy Hindu-Muslim unity. But 
he thought otherwise. He believed that as it is 
the right of every Christian and Mohammadan 
to convert people to his own religion so should it 
be the right of a Hindu. This movement had its 
headquarters at Agra, which Mahatmaji visited 
personally. 

In the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh 
there lived some Rajputs who were Mohammadans 
in name only. Otherwise they followed many 
Hindu customs. They burnt their dead just as 
the Hindus do. 'They married according to Hindu 
rites. They also performed many other Hindu 
ceremonies. An attempt was made, therefore, 
to bring them back into the fold of Hinduism. 
In this matter the reformers were greatly helped 
by the Rajputs themselves. Even the All-India 
Rajput Sabha passed a resolution pressing for their 
conversion. 

Mahatma Hans Raj had to work very hard there. 
The result was that he fell ill. For some months 
he suffered very badly. He slowly recovered, 
and as soon as he got well, he took the field again. 

The first thing he did was to attend the 
Unity Conference. ‘This was held at Delhi. Its 
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purpose was to bring the Hindus and the Moham- 
madans together. Mahatma Hans Raj was one 
of those who were invited to attend. When he 
went there he made a speech. In it he said some 
very noble things. One of the remarks he made 
in his address was, “‘ A change of heart is neces- 
sary on both sides before there can be any unity.” 
Truer words than these were never spoken. 

Happily Mahatma Hans Raj is still alive. He is 
still working hard and inspiring others to do the 
same. 
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J HAVE written these books to make people familiar 
with the lives and works of some of the most 
outstanding personalities connected with the Arya 
Samaj. In order to make their appeal as wide as 
possible I have written them in rather simple 
language. I trust these books will be read by 
everybody who is interested in the achievements 
of the great. They will, I am sure, afford a 
particular delight to the young for they will 
inspire them to live nobly and unselfishly. It 
need not be added that every attempt has been 
made to make these books as free from the sec- 
tarian spirit as possible. 

My thanks are due to L. Mool Raj, B.A., B.T., 
a devout Arya Samajist, for reading through these 
books. I am also obliged to Mr. Sant Lal Vid- 
yarthi, B.A., for going through the lives of Pt. 
Guru Dutt, Pt. Lekh Ram and Swami Shrad- 
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PT. GURU DUTT 


MULTAN is one of the historic towns in the Punjab. 
It is famous as the birthplace of Prahlad. This 
boy is well known for his devotion to God. He 
defied even his father, because he asked him to 
give up faith in God. 

The town is very hot in summer. There is 
a couplet about it which says, ‘‘ There are four 
things for which Multan is well known. They 
are dust, heat, beggars and grave-yards.” It was 
in this town that Guru Dutt was born on the 
26th of April, 1864. 

It is said that one’s ancestors and parents have 
much to do with the forming of one’s character. 
Guru Dutt was very lucky in this respect. One 
of his ancestors was Raja Jagdishji. He was so 
devoted to his religion that he sacrificed even his 
life for it. He and his descendants came, there- 
fore, to be known as Sardanas or those who gave 
their heads for their faith. This word afterwards 
came to be changed into Sarvana. All the people 
who belong to this family are known to this day 
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by that name. It is no wonder that Guru Dutt 
inherited a love of truth, a willingness to suffer 
for his religion, and a keen sense of duty. 

Guru Dutt’s great-grandfather was in the service 
of the Nawab of Bahawalpur. He was sent by 
him to the court of Kabul as an ambassador. 
Diwan Sawan Mal, ruler of Multan, treated the 
members of this family with great consideration. 
He looked upon them as his best friends. When- 
ever any of them paid a visit to Multan he sent 
his officers to receive him. 

Guru Dutt’s father was called L. Ram Krishan. 
All his life he was a teacher. He was one of 
the pioneers who were responsible for laying the 
foundations of the educational system in the 
Punjab. He was of medium size, but had a strong, 
well-built body. He was interested in Urdu and 
Persian literature and possessed a good deal of 
common-sense. His son took after him in many 
ways. 

L. Ram Krishan was deeply religious by nature. 
He had great faith in Brahmins and gurus. For 
many years he was childless. One day he went 
to his guru and asked him in a piteous tone, 
“When will God bless me with a son? I do 
not want to die childless.””’ The guru told him 


Page 108 


Pt. Guru Dutt 3 


not to despair. ‘‘ God will be good to you,” he 
said, ‘and a son will be born to you before 
long.” 

L. Ram Krishan had wonderful will power. 
The year before his death his son asked him to 
read Sanskrit. He therefore began to study this 
language. He made remarkable progress in it in 
a short time. After six months he was able to 
write to his son in this language. It is said that 
the letter contained very few mistakes. Such 
were his powers of application and memory even 
in old age. 

Guru Dutt’s mother was the best of mothers. 
She was an able woman who managed her house- 
hold very well. Her purity was spotless, and she 
was much devoted to her husband. Even though 
he never got more than sixty rupees a month, 
there was comfort and luxury in the house that 
a rich man might have envied. It is true she 
was illiterate, but this did not very much matter. 
She made up for this by many other virtues. 
Best of all, she knew how to face troubles. She 
was never known to lose heart in a time of 
difficulty. 

It was of such parents that Guru Dutt was born. 
At first he was given the name of Mula. But 
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when he was taken to his guru, he called him 
Bairagi. This was rather a peculiar name. But 
it seems the guru understood the child better 
than other people. He could see, even at 
that early age, that Guru Dutt cared little for 
worldly things. He showed signs of becoming a 
recluse. 

When the boy was twelve years old he was taken 
to Hardwar. There another Brahmin called him 
by the name of Guran Ditta, which means that 
he was the gift of a guru. After some time he 
came to be known as Guru Dutt, which meant 
the same thing. 

When Guru Dutt was five years old his educa- 
tion was taken in hand by his father. He did 
not send him to school but taught him at home. 
This was because he believed that the teachers 
in the Primary Schools were not quite competent. 
They beat and punished students, which seemed 
wrong to the father. He, on the other hand, 
thought that children should be made to learn 
without being punished. He thought that they 
should be given presents and sweets in order to 
encourage them to learn. 

Guru Dutt learnt things very quickly. He 
mastered the Urdu alphabet in a very short time. 
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Then he read Persian. In Mathematics he took 
a special interest. He could do mentally even the 
most difficult questions of multiplication and divi- 
sion. It is said that he never required a slate or 
pencil and paper for solving such questions. In 
order to teach him English his father himself 
learnt the language. Even in this the boy did 
well. 

At the age of eight the boy was admitted into a 
school at Jhang. ‘There he made remarkable pro- 
gress in his studies in a short time. He read the 
most difficult books in Persian without much 
trouble. He was also able to quote from memory 
a large number of couplets from these books. 
After a few years he passed the Middle School 
Examination from this school. 

But his education at school was nothing com- 
pared with his training at home. His father 
always kept him away from bad company. He 
never allowed him to mix with evil-minded boys. 
He also took care that he should eat the right sort 
of food and have proper exercise. He drank 
plenty of milk. But he conceived a dislike for 
meat even at an early age, and would not take it 
even when asked by his father. Soon Guru Dutt 
grew up into a very fine lad. 
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But while his class-fellows read only their text- 
books, he read other books also. One of these 
books awakened in him his deep spiritual nature. 
After reading it, he began to repeat certain words 
which have a spiritual meaning. He also learnt 
how to control his breath. One day his mother 
saw him doing this. She felt annoyed and asked 
him to give it up. But he replied, “‘ Dear mother, 
look at the sky. The moon is shining there and 
the stars are twinkling. Then look around on 
earth. You find beautiful, green trees everywhere. 
Among their branches small birds sing their 
delightful songs. Don’t you think there is some- 
one who made all these things? It is to find Him 
that I am making efforts. Please do not feel 
annoyed with me. Father has said to me many 
times that we should all seek God. Why not 
let me try in my own way?” This was the 
beginning of his spiritual life. 

But when Guru Dutt joined the Government 
High School, Multan, his faith in God began to 
wane. Some say that this was due to the study 
of scientific books. Others believe that it was 
the result of his study of other books. But it 
is a fact that for some time he professed atheism. 
A little later, however, he came under the 


Page 112 


Pt. Guru Dutt 7 


influence of the Arya Samaj. He attended its 
meetings regularly and read some of the books 
published by it. The result was that he joined the 
Arya Samaj in 1880. He then came to believe 
in God once again. 

At Multan, Guru Dutt impressed everybody 
with his learning. He was a very well-read boy 
and his memory was wonderful. Once a gentle- 
man repeated more than a hundred names which 
had no connection with one another. Guru Dutt 
was able to repeat them again in the same order. 
His memory was further strengthened by his 
wide studies. Not only did he read every book 
in his school library, but he read most of the books 
in the town library as well. 

He knew a great deal of Persian. He also 
mastered the Ashtadhyayi, the most difficult of 
books on Sanskrit grammar. He knew Arabic. 
He was quite good at English and was able to 
read through the works of Milton, Shakespeare 
and Cowper. Besides these, he had a knowledge 
of Logic, Philosophy and Physics. It was no 
wonder that he was the fifth on the list of success- 
ful candidates in the Entrance Examination. 

At school he was not merely known as a book- 
worm. He had the reputation of being a very 
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robust young man. He took long walks and could 
bear extremes of heat and cold. He was very fond 
of cricket and manly exercises. He even took 
part in races, in which he did well. 

At the same time, he enjoyed the reputation of 
being honest and truthful. Once there was some 
trouble in the class. Guru Dutt and one of his 
friends were on one side and the remainder of 
the students were on the other. But the Head- 
master believed these two and not the rest. It is 
said an appeal was sent against the decision of 
the Headmaster to the Inspector. But he also 
decided the matter on the evidence of these two 
young men. 

Even at this time of his life he liked to meet 
sadhus. One such person came to Multan. 
Though an old man of one hundred and twenty, 
he looked as if he was only thirty years old. He 
ate very little and had no grey hair on his head. 
Guru Dutt often went to see him and asked 
him many questions about yoga, the Vedas and 
other subjects. ‘This showed how much he was 
interested in these matters even when he was 
young. 

In January, 1881, Guru Dutt joined the Govern- 
ment College, Lahore. ‘There he had class-mates 
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who afterwards became very famous. Some of 
these were Mahatma Hans Raj, L. Lajpat Rai, 
Prof. Ruchi Ram and Raja Narendra Nath. Most 
of these are still alive and recall with affection and 
pride the memory of Pt. Guru Dutt. 

At Lahore it did not take Guru Dutt long to 
establish himself in the estimation of his class- 
mates and professors. Everyone looked upon him 
as an extraordinary young man. He won every 
heart with his ability and good behaviour. His 
mind was pure, his thoughts were noble, his 
learning was very wide and he could express him- 
self with power. All these things made him 
beloved in the eyes of everybody. 

At college he devoted most of his time to study. 
He read the works of John Stuart Mill, a great 
English philosopher. He was especially fond of 
his autobiography, which he read over and over 
again. He also read such philosophers as Bain, 
Bentham and Bradlaugh. In addition he studied 
literature and mathematics. His appetite for read- 
ing could never be satisfied. 

In spite of reading so many different subjects 
he came first in the Intermediate examination. 
Everybody marvelled. It was thought very strange 
that this should have happened. For Guru 
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Dutt was more interested in general books 
than in his own textbooks. He was also very 
fond of attending public lectures and meetings, 
and seemed to take very little interest in his 
college work. 

While he was at college he founded the Free 
Debating Club. He himself acted as its secre- 
tary. All the best students of the college belonged 
to this club. All kinds of subjects, religious, 
moral, social and political, were discussed at 
its meetings. Though this club did not last 
more than two or three years it did much good. 
In the first place, it taught young men to express 
their ideas without hurting anybody’s feelings. 
It also added to their store of information. 
Above all, it taught them that there was no 
conflict between science and religion. Many of 
the young men who did not believe in God 
before joining it, came to have faith in Him 
afterwards. 

Guru Dutt himself took a leading part in all 
these debates. Those who heard him at that time 
learnt how widely he had read and with what 
force he could argue. But this was not the only 
public activity in which he took part. He was 
a member of the Arya Samaj and used to edit an 
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English weekly for it. He also started a school 
of science in connection with the Arya Samaj. A 
large number of people used to attend these 
classes. Its purpose was to spread knowledge 
and banish superstition. 

In 1883, when Guru Dutt was a third year 
student, he heard that Swami Dayanand was 
dangerously ill. L. Jiwan Das and he were at 
that time asked by the Lahore Arya Samaj to 
go to Ajmer and look after Swamiyi. Guru Dutt 
willingly and gladly consented to do so. He went 
to Ajmer and stayed there for about a month. 
During that time he served Swamii with a 
devotion worthy of a son. 

Guru Dutt was near Swamiji when he lay on 
his death-bed. Swamiji was at that time calm 
and fearless. He repeated the Gayatri Mantra 
very often and died saying, “‘ Peace, peace, peace. 
Thy will be done.” His death had a great effect 
on Guru Dutt. He felt that there was nothing 
so good in this world as faith in God. He also 
thought that every member of the Arya Samaj 
should carry on the work of Swamiji. He prac- 
tically made up his own mind to do so. 

On his return to Lahore he gave an account of 
the last days of Swami Dayanand. He also gave 
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active support to those who wanted to found the 
D.A.-V. College. He helped the cause not only 
with his speeches but also gave his own money. 
He gave away twenty-five rupees, his one month’s 
scholarship, for this purpose. 

In 1885 he gave his first public lecture in Eng- 
lish at Lahore. That year he passed the B.A. 
examination. It was really remarkable that, with 
so many other activities, he should have come first 
amongst the successful candidates. It was all 
the more remarkable in view of the fact that his 
health had been rather bad that year. He had 
also been devoting much of his time to the Arya 
Samaj. 

At that time the Arya Samaj was confronted 
with two very important questions—the forma- 
tion of the D.A.-V. College Managing Committee 
as well as that of the Provincial Representative 
Assembly. Both these matters provoked a good 
deal of discussion. 

But it was Guru Dutt’s intelligence and 
eloquence that helped in solving these questions. 
Though much of his time was given to the Arya 
Samaj, he did not neglect his inner life. At 
that time he wrote in his diary, “One who 
loves God never cares for wealth. I wish India 
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were inhabited only by lovers of God.” This 
shows how keenly he felt the need of spiritual 
devotion. 

In 1886 he passed the M.A. examination in 
Physics. That year he was appointed Assistant 
Professor of Physics in the Government College, 
Lahore. Though his work in the college was 
very difficult, yet he did it very ably. The 
Arya Samaj also claimed a great deal of his 
time. At that time it needed a man of learn- 
ing who also had faith in its mission. Such 
a man was Guru Dutt. He had to go about 
from place to place, therefore, to explain its 
mission. 

Pt. Guru Dutt was an untiring worker who 
read a great deal. For instance, at this time he 
studied the system of Indian medicine. After 
doing so he came to believe that this was the only 
system suited to Indians. He also wrote a great 
deal. An English weekly called The Arya Patrika 
had been started by the Arya Samaj. He wrote a 
large number of articles for this paper. He also 
delivered a great number of lectures. These were 
very learned, being the result of much study. 
He took part in all these activities in addition to 
his work at the college. 
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In 1887 Panditji was appointed the officiating 
Professor of Physics. He taught so well that all 
his students passed. During this year he and 
some others visited a large number of places like 
Aligarh, Bareilly, Muradabad, Lucknow, Benares, 
Allahabad, Cawnpore and Farukhabad in the U.P. 
The purpose of this deputation was to collect 
funds for the Dayanand Anglo-Vedic College, 
Lahore. Wherever he went he delivered lectures. 
In these he dwelt on the glories of the ancient 
Aryan civilization. He believed the Vedas to be 
inspired books. He thought that everybody should 
read them. In his lectures he often laid emphasis 
on Brahmcharya (celibacy). He believed this to 
be the only way to strengthen one’s character. 
He repeatedly asked his hearers not to run after 
the things of this world, but to save their own 
souls. He told them that the best thing was to 
practise what they believed in. 

At a time when everybody was marvelling at 
Western civilization, he told people of the glories 
of Eastern civilization. He said that the D.A.-V. 
College, Lahore, was founded to spread the mes- 
sage of the Vedas and to strengthen people’s 
faith in Brahmcharya. Therefore, it deserved the 
support of everybody. 
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But during these days his life was darkened by 
the illness of his father. He was an affectionate 
and obedient son and felt it his duty to do every- 
thing to please him. He cut out many public 
engagements in order to be near his father. One 
day he received a telegram saying that his father 
had died. He wired back that the body should 
not be burnt till he had arrived. He then left 
for Multan at once. On reaching there he made 
up his mind to burn his father’s dead body 
according to the Vedic rites. He was afraid lest 
his mother should stand in his way, but she did 
not. The members of his community did, how- 
ever. They threatened him with social boycott, 
but he did not care. In the end, he had his 
way. Then everybody admired him for his moral 
courage. 

Pt. Guru Dutt came back to Lahore after this. 
There he found that preparations were being 
made for the tenth anniversary of the Arya 
Samaj. He was invited to deliver two lectures, 
one in Hindi and the other in English, and he 
agreed. 

This is what The Arya Patrika wrote about his 
lectures at the time. ‘ Panditji addressed an 
audience consisting of about three thousand people. 
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All these people listened to him with undivided 
attention. He expressed his ideas with great en- 
thusiasm and sincerity. Every word that he spoke 
came from his heart. It appeared as if he had him- 
self felt the truth of what he said and himself had 
faith in whatever he preached. It has seldom been 
our lot to listen to such an eloquent lecture. When 
he referred to the life of Swami Dayanand many 
people began to cry. Last of all, he asked people 
to support the Dayanand Anglo-Vedic College. 
It was the truest monument to the memory of 
Swami Dayanand.”’ 

Pt. Guru Dutt was invited to Ajmer where he 
delivered two lectures. One of his lectures was 
on truth. In it he asked people to practise truth- 
fulness in word, deed and thought. Panditji him- 
self was an honest and straightforward man. He 
was against all forms of falsehood. His lecture 
was well received. . 

Another lecture was delivered at Amritsar. In 
it he asked people to have deep faith in the Vedas. 
He said that it was no use merely professing faith 
in them. We should read them and practise what 
they teach. 

In 1888 the Dayanand Anglo-Vedic High School, 
Lahore, stood first in the Entrance Examination 
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in the whole province. Some people expressed a 
desire that it should be raised to the standard of 
a college. Pt. Guru Dutt was one of these. The 
suggestion was opposed by some very influential 
persons. At last a meeting of the D.A.-V. College 
Managing Committee was held at which it was 
decided to open college classes. Panditji then 
promised to pay ten rupees a month for one year 
to the college. He also acted as Professor of 
Mathematics and Physics for some time. 

Shortly afterwards Pt. Guru Dutt gave a series 
of lectures on the Arya Samaj. The object of 
these lectures was to show that European scholars 
had not understood the Vedas rightly. He quoted 
passages from their translations to show that they 
had made many mistakes. He also learnt at that 
time how to chant the mantras. When he went 
to attend the anniversary of Peshawar Arya Samaj 
he gave some specimens of it. This pleased the 
audience very much. In his lectures he said 
that we should understand the real purpose of 
life. We should not waste our life running after 
money and fame. We should always aim at 
being good. 

Panditji believed that science had failed to solve 
the problem of life. It could throw no light on 
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our origin. It could not tell us where we would 
go after death. It is true that with its help 
we can examine a drop of blood and analyse 
objects, but it had failed to satisfy the soul. 
Only the Vedas could explain the secrets of the 
Universe. 

At one time some learned sanyasis came under 
the influence of Panditji and became zealous 
preachers of the Arya Samaj. One of these sany- 
asis was Swami Achyuta Nand. This learned 
sanyasi was a leader of a sect of the Vedantists. 
He had a large number of respectable and learned 
followers. He was a great scholar of the Upani- 
shadas, and knew Sanskrit very well. After listen- 
ing to Panditji he became a follower of the Arya 
Samaj. Fortunately he is still alive and is an 
active preacher. In the same way, several other 
sanyasis accepted the faith of the Arya Samaj 
under his leadership. 

Panditji did not neglect his studies in any way 
during this period. He read several books of 
Sanskrit, such as the Upanishadas, the Brah- 
manas, the Nirukta and the Charka. He also 
studied astronomy. But what gave him the utmost 
pleasure were the works of Swami Dayanand. He 
read them over and over again. He said, ‘‘ The 
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more I read the books written by Swami Dayanand 
the more I admire his learning and noble char- 
acter.” He also read a book written by an 
American philosopher. He was so much im- 
pressed by it that he recommended it to all his 
friends. Though he would lend other books 
to his friends, he would not part with this 
one. 

In spite of leading such a busy life he found 
time for writing books. It is really wonderful 
how Panditji found so much time for all his 
varied work. It is said that he used to keep 
himself busy from morning till evening. Whether 
at home or elsewhere he never wasted his time. 
His house was a meeting-place of all kinds of 
people. Whoever wanted light on any religious 
matter went to see him. He explained to people 
not only the deep wisdom of the Vedas, but also 
taught them how to uplift themselves. 

This active life told upon his health. Scattered 
here and there in his diary we find many refer- 
ences to his illness. In one place he wrote, “ I 
am, ill but I cannot take any rest. I have to 
deliver an important lecture and must work at it.” 
There were also many things connected with 
Arya Samaj that worried him. One was the 
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question as to whether classes for training preachers 
should be attached to the college. The other was 
the question whether meat-eaters should be kept 
in the Arya Samaj. 

He was also worried at this time about his own 
future. His diary shows that this question 
troubled him a great deal. There was the tempta- 
tion to get a good job, to live well and to grow 
rich. Nothing could have been easier for Panditji 
than this. He had already started well. He was 
a Professor in the Government College. More- 
over, the Senate of the Punjab University was 
prepared to recommend him for the post of an 
Extra Assistant Commissioner. He had, in fact, 
been asked by the Deputy Commissioner to 
see him in this connection. What other people 
could not get even after much effort could 
have been had by him for the mere asking. 
But this kind of career had no real attraction 
for him. 

On the other hand, there was the joy of serving 
one’s fellow-men. This kind of life appealed to 
him. He preferred to sacrifice his own future 
for the good of his country. He had found the 
mission of his life and he wanted to carry it out. 
He was to be one of the missionaries of the Arya 
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Samaj. He knew there were many difficulties in 
the way. He had to support his old mother and 
his own family. But he did not allow this to 
dissuade him. It was his belief that God always 
looks after those who choose to follow the path 
of goodness. 

At last he made up his mind about the matter. 
He said that he would not take up any service 
at all. He believed this would crush his independ- 
ence of spirit and would not allow him to express 
his opinions so boldly. It would become impos- 
sible for him to obey his own wishes. He would 
be no more than a slave or hireling and not the 
master of his own will. He resolved, therefore, to 
lead an independent life. He said that he would 
live for the Arya Samaj. For this purpose he 
thought of starting the Vedic Magazine. In com- 
ing to these decisions he turned his back upon the 
riches of the world. 

There was a further problem which gave him no 
end of trouble. We have already seen that as a 
boy he was interested in Pranayam. He kept up 
his interest in it all his life. As time passed, he 
thought he would like to be a yog?. ‘To achieve 
this he read widely upon the subject. He also 
met many persons well versed in this science. ‘T’o 
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qualify himself for it he began to practise many 
kinds of austerities. As a result his health broke 
down. 

He soon began to suffer from bad colds. He 
also had a bad attack of coughing. He was, there- 
fore, advised by some of his friends to go to a hill- 
station. He went to Murree, in the company of 
L. Lajpat Rai. There he developed fever. But 
he was so careless about his health that he accepted 
an invitation to attend the anniversary of the 
Peshawar Arya Samaj. On reaching it he delivered 
two or three lectures. Then he went back to 
Lahore. At Lahore his life was as full of activities 
as before. The Arya Samaj had problems to 
face, to which he gave much of his time. He also 
defended the Arya Samaj against the attacks of the 
orthodox Hindus. In reply to a lecture given 
by one of them he gave such a fine speech that 
fifty persons joined the Arya Samaj. Then one 
of the orthodox Hindus said that Panditji did not 
know how to speak in Sanskrit. He took up the 
challenge and delivered a speech in Sanskrit for 
a whole hour. This indicates the extent of his 
learning. 

In the meantime his condition became critical 
and people thought his end was near. A little 
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later the anniversary of the Lahore Arya Samaj 
was held. But he did not attend it. Though he 
was only a skeleton of his former self, he con- 
tinued to attend the meetings of the D.A.-V. 
College Managing Committee. 

After a few days he fell very ill. He was taken 
to Gujranwala for treatment. The doctor did his 
best, yet the patient did not feel better. He was 
then taken to Lahore where he was treated by 
several doctors and vaids. For a few days his 
condition improved and people began to think 
that he would be all right. But it was a false hope. 
It soon came to be known that the disease was 
past cure. 

During the days of his illness Panditji showed 
wonderful powers of endurance. Not once did 
he express any kind of anxiety about his health. 
He simply asked one of his friends to read the 
Upanishadas to him daily. Another friend sang 
some hymns to him. He himself repeated the 
Ved Mantras. By this means he remained calm 
and serene to the last. 

On the 18th of March, 1890, he breathed his 
last at 7 o’clock in the morning. The news of his 
death spread rapidly. A large number of people 
gathered in front of his house. Every one of 
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them looked sad and dispirited and all felt the 
loss to be great. When the dead body was 
taken to the cremation ground, it was followed 
by many persons. Though all were full of grief 
yet saddest of all was his mother. She cried 
very piteously, and her grief pierced the heart of 
everybody. 

Meetings of condolence were held all over the 
province and many resolutions were passed. One 
of the papers wrote, ‘The whole Punjab is in 
mourning on account of the death of Pt. Guru 
Dutt. It is a pity that he should have been cut 
off so early in life. He was one of the leaders of 
the Arya Samaj and his loss is felt very keenly 
by every Arya Samajist. The deceased was a 
seeker after truth. He was a great scholar of 
Sanskrit. He was a man of restless activity 
and firm determination. He was a remarkable 
speaker and a fine debater. He was a man of 
spotless purity and was entirely free from deceit 
and vanity. He had a wonderful hold on people 
and his house was the meeting-place of all kinds 
of men.” 

A Christian paper wrote about him, “ Pt. Guru 
Dutt who died a few days ago was a prominent 
member of the Arya Samaj. His death is a great 
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public loss and all have felt it keenly. He was a 
public-spirited man who worked for the good of 
his country. He was very fond of study, and was 
in touch with the problems of the world of to-day. 
He was a great scholar of Sanskrit and wrote 
several books on the Vedas. All admired him 
for his simplicity, devotion to truth and kindness 
of heart.” 

A Muslim paper wrote the following about 
him, “ Pt. Guru Dutt knew Western Literature 
as much as Sanskrit. He was an eloquent speaker 
and his speeches in English were very fine. He 
sacrificed his life for the Arya Samaj, because he 
was so devoted to it. It is a pity that he should 
have died so early.” 

This short life of Pt. Guru Dutt will be incom- 
plete if it does not contain something about his 
habits and character. He was very irregular in 
his habits. He had no fixed time for doing any- 
thing. He went to bed when he liked and got 
up when he wanted. He had no fixed time for 
taking his meals or taking his exercise. Some- 
times he slept for twenty-four hours on end and 
sometimes he did not sleep for days. If he felt 
interested in a book, he sacrificed his sleep to 
finish it. If he felt like taking a walk, he walked 
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for many miles. But sometimes he would not 
stir out of his house for days together. 

He was also careless about his food. Yet he 
never touched any intoxicant. Nor did he take 
any chillies. He had a great aversion to meat 
though he was very fond of vegetables. Once he 
lived on milk and biscuits for two months at a 
stretch. 

He was equally careless about his dress. He 
never wore clothes for show, but simply for the 
protection of his body. Even in this matter he 
was not strict. Sometimes in winter he would be 
seen in very light clothes. On the other hand, 
he would wear warm clothes in summer. He 
would often go out without even a coat, and cover 
his body with only a blanket. He did not despise 
European dress. He was, indeed, fond of English 
trousers. He used to say that these were very 
helpful in an active life. 

He never gave himself airs. He used to put on 
whatever clothes came to his hands. Many people 
thought that his dress was very clumsy, but he 
did not mind what they said. He loved cleanli- 
ness above everything. Once when he had no 
servant, he washed his clothes with his own hands. 
He did this for two months. 


Page 133 


28 Makers of the Arya Samaj, II 


He was never in love with money. He never 
tried to hoard it. He spent most of what he 
earned on others. Never did a friend make a 
request for money to him in vain. Much of his 
money was spent on buying books. Whatever 
was left over was given away to needy students. 

He was a very kind-hearted man. He was 
specially good to those who were not his equals. 
He talked for hours with such persons. He knew 
how to adapt himself to the company of others. 
Amongst children he behaved like a child; while in 
the company of elders he was as serious as they. 
He was free from vanity and hated insincerity 
and hypocrisy. He did not believe in being polite 
merely for the sake of politeness. 

He was very fond of exercise. He loved gym- 
nastics and long walks. As long as he was in the 
Government College, he was a member of the 
cricket and football clubs. He was very particular 
about his bath. Every day, summer and winter, 
he would bathe twice a day with cold water. 

There are many lessons that can be learnt from 
the life of Pt. Guru Dutt. We shall, however, 
draw attention to only a few of these. Excepting 
Swami Dayanand no member of the Arya Samaj 
has been so able and learned as Pt. Guru Dutt. 
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He knew Western Science and Literature as well 
as Sanskrit and Indian philosophy. It was for 
this reason that he was called a Pandit, even though 
he was not born as such. 

But what distinguished him more than anything 
else was his love of study. He used to call himself 
a Vidyarthi, which means a student. Pandityi 
was a student in the real sense of the word. Even 
after passing his M.A. examination he did not 
give up his interest in books. He used to say 
that the real student life begins only when one 
has finished at school or college. It was for this 
reason that he began to study Eastern and Western 
philosophy after passing the M.A. examination. 

But Pt. Guru Dutt did not use his knowledge 
for the sake of show or ornament. He did not use 
it even for getting a good position. He acquired 
knowledge for its own sake. All his life he was 
busy reading and writing. If ever he found any 
leisure, he used it in teaching others. 

It is, however, a pity that Pt. Guru Dutt did not 
pay much attention to his health. Nature had 
given him good physical powers, but he did not 
pay proper attention to them. He was so irregular 
in his habits that he soon fell a prey to consump- 
tion. This caused his death at a very early age. 
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The greatest service that Pt. Guru Dutt did to 
the Arya Samaj was to create an interest in the 
study of the Vedas. It was his belief that only 
by studying the Vedas could India become great. 
It is to be regretted that since his death the Arya 
Samaj has not been paying as much attention to 
this matter as it deserves. 


Page 136 


PT. LEKH RAM 


Most people are familiar with the name of Jhelum. 
It is one of the districts of the Punjab. In this 
district there is a tehsil named Chakwal. Eight 
miles to the east of it is a village called Syyadpur. 
It is situated on a small hill. It is a beautiful 
place with a fine climate. 

On three sides of it flow streams. Their waters 
swell in the rainy season, but they dry up in 
winter. One of these streams is known as the 
Kashi. The other is known as the Saraswati. 

During the days of Sikh rule Syyadpur was an 
important town. It had a fort which a Sikh chief 
had built. It is said that it was swept away by 
floods in the rivers. The ruins of this fort can 
be seen to-day. 

In this town lived a man named Mehta Narain 
Singh. He did not at first belong to this place. 
He really belonged to a place in the Rawalpindi 
district. 

Mehta Narain Singh had two sons—Tara Singh 
and Ganda Ram. Ganda Ram was employed in 
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the Police at Peshawar. After retiring he settled 
at Rawalpindi. He is still alive, though more 
than eighty. In spite of his old age, he is active 
and strong. 

Tara Singh had three sons and one daughter. 
His eldest son was named Lekh Ram. They 
were all Brahmins of a very high caste. But they 
were Brahmins only in name, for Mehta Narain 
Singh had been a mighty warrior. He was a 
cavalry officer under a Sikh chieftain, and was 
well known for his strength and bravery. For 
this reason his master was very pleased with 
him. 

Once Narain Singh went with his master to 
fight against the Pathans. Unluckily, on the battle- 
field he was hit with a bullet. But such was his 
courage and bravery that he did not show the 
least sign of fear. He did not even utter a word 
to show his pain. When the wound healed, his 
chieftain presented him with a pair of big gold 
bracelets. After this he took part in many more 
battles. 

Sham Singh was the younger brother of Narain 
Singh. He practised celibacy to the last day of 
his life. When the Sikh rule came to an end, he 
became a recluse. Then he set out on his travels. 
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Every one who saw him admired him for his 
simplicity and nobility of character. He died when 
Lekh Ram was about thirteen years old. It is no 
wonder that the boy was much influenced by his 
character. 

Lekh Ram was born in 1858 at Syyadpur. All 
were pleased at his birth, but none was happier 
than his father, Tara Singh. Even as a boy Lekh 
Ram appeared to be very intelligent. His parents 
had high hopes about him. 

When he was five years old he was sent to the 
village school. There he was taught Urdu and 
Persian. At that time Urdu and Persian were 
the languages of the court. Lekh Ram’s parents 
were anxious for him to get a Government posi- 
tion. ‘This was but natural, for in those days even 
a petty Government position was thought to be 
more important than any other. 

Lekh Ram was never taught Hindi and Sanskrit 
while he was a boy. Nevertheless he was religious 
by nature. One of his aunts used to observe a 
fast on every ekadshi day. Lekh Ram also began 
to do the same. His elders told him that he was 
too young to do so. But he did not listen to 
them. He kept up this practice for a long time. 
This shows his will power even as a boy. 
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He had not been at school very long when 
the Inspector came to visit it. He examined all the 
students, but Lekh Ram seemed to him to be 
the best. He was so struck with his intelligence 
that he gave him a special prize. 

When he was eleven years old Lekh Ram left 
for Peshawar. He stayed there with his uncle 
who was employed in the Police. This gentle- 
man made some arrangements for his education. 
He sent him to some teachers to learn Urdu and 
Persian, but he did not learn much from them. 
Instead of listening patiently to what they said, 
he would tire them with questions of his own. 
He did not, therefore, get on well with these. 

However, he stayed on with his uncle till he was 
fourteen years old. Then he went back to his 
village. There he joined the village school again. 
The Headmaster of the school was, at that time, 
Munshi Tulsi Das. 

Lekh Ram read a large number of books with 
him. But he learnt far more from the teacher 
than from the books. For Munshi Tulsi Das 
was a kind-hearted gentleman who was always 
ready to help others. He was an entirely unselfish 
and unworldly person. He spent whatever he 
earned on the poor. He took great interest in 
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Lekh Ram, for he felt that he was not like other 
boys. In the first place he was more intelligent 
than his class-fellows. He had also greater strength 
of character than they. 

He was also deeply religious. While he was at 
Peshawar he came under the influence of an old 
Sikh gentleman, who taught him to read Gur- 
mukhi. He also made him read the Gita in 
Gurmukhi. Lekh Ram would get up very early 
every day. First he would take his bath. Then 
he would read the Gita. He also learnt from this 
gentleman how to control his breath. After some 
practice he became very good at it. 

But Lekh Ram was too independent to satisfy 
his teacher. The latter, therefore, often wrote to 
his uncle about him. In one of his letters he 
wrote, “ Lekh Ram can speak fluently. He can 
talk well. He reads a good deal. But he does not 
listen to others. If he had had a little more tact, 
he would have been the best of my students.” 

From this it is clear that Lekh Ram’s teacher 
was not entirely pleased with him. This was but 
natural, because Lekh Ram was in the habit of 
expressing his ideas rather fearlessly. He never 
cared if this offended anybody. Nevertheless, his 
teacher had a high regard for him. 
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This is what he wrote on the occasion of the 
martyrdom of Lekh Ram. “ Lekh Ram, as well 
as his other brothers, read with me. Of these 
Lekh Ram was the best. He was of medium size, 
and his complexion was dark. His forehead was 
broad, and his eyes black. He was very cheerful 
by disposition. He was a very sincere person. 
But he was very careless about his dress. He 
never cared if he had tied his turban properly or 
not. Nor did he mind if his shirt was properly 
buttoned. His memory was wonderful. He 
would know by heart a thing he had read only 
once. His knowledge of Persian was remarkable 
for his age. He could read even the most difh- 
cult books in Persian without any trouble. He 
was, however, very hot-tempered.” 

At school Lekh Ram wrote verses both in Urdu 
and Persian. It is said he tried his hand at writing 
verses in Punjabi also. However, none of these 
can be found now. 

Lekh Ram was sixteen years old when he left 
the school. His people wanted him to get a posi- 
tion somewhere. At first they asked Munshi Tulsi 
Das to find him a place as a teacher. But as he 
did not succeed in doing so they sent Lekh Ram 
to Peshawar. There with the help of his uncle he 
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got a job in the Police department. Since he was 
a fearless person, everybody came to have a great 
regard for him. 

But no one had a greater regard for him than 
his European superintendent. He liked him very 
much for he was very straightforward and honest. 
He is reported to have said one day, “‘ I am sure 
Lekh Ram will get into trouble some day on 
account of his honesty and fearlessness. I would 
never be surprised if I heard that he had been 
killed.” 

Lekh Ram’s life in the Police was not in any 
way eventful. He got the usual promotion in 
rank and pay every year. But nothing happened 
to him beyond this. As time passed, he felt 
more and more inclined to resign his post. It 
was probably because he felt the vanity of power 
and the futility of everything belonging to this 
world. . 

One result of this was that he refused to marry 
when his parents asked him. At first they wrote 
to persuade him to do so. But when this failed, 
they asked his uncle to see him personally. But 
Lekh Ram would not listen to him. He said very 
politely but firmly, “‘ How can you expect me to 
marry when my heart is set on something different? 
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The affairs of this world have no charm forme. I 
want to lead a religious life. Marriage and a 
religious life, you know, do not go well together. 
Please do not press me to do what I feel to be 
wrong.” His uncle, therefore, gave up the attempt 
in despair. 

The question may be asked, How did Lekh 
Ram come to think like this? 

It has already been said that at an early age 
he came under the influence of a certain Sikh 
gentleman, who taught him to read the Gita. 
He was so much influenced by this book that 
he became a devotee of Shri Krishna. It became 
a habit with him to repeat the name of Shri 
Krishna all day long. He also came to have an 
interest in ras lila. He even thought of going to 
Muttra and Brindaban, the two places sacred to 
Shri Krishna. 

Afterwards he learnt Hindi. Then he got a 
copy of the Gita in that language. It then became 
a passion with him to read the Gita. The study 
of it had a strange effect on him. It filled him 
with thoughts of renunciation. He wanted to give 
up the world. 

Just at this time he came under the influence of 
a person called Munshi Kanhya Lal Alakhdhari. 
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This gentleman wrote a great deal, and his writ- 
ings had a great effect on the young men of the 
Punjab and the United Provinces. In his writings 
he continually asked people to do away with the 
old superstitions. He was a kind of religious 
reformer. 

After some time this gentleman met Swami 
Dayanand. He was influenced by him and then 
accepted him as his Guru. The result was that 
he became an Arya Samajist.. Afterwards he 
began to explain the teachings of Swami Dayanand 
in his writings. Whoever read them learnt about 
the creed of the Arya Samaj. 

One of the persons who read his books was Lekh 
Ram. In this way he became a follower of Swami 
Dayanand by reading the writings of Munshi 
Alakhdhari. No sooner did this happen than he 
began to convert others also to his view. He soon 
established an Arya Samaj at Peshawar. Meetings 
were held almost every day at his house. 

To start with, there were only four members. 
But after some time they had a fifth member also. 
He was the man from whom Lekh Ram had 
learnt Vedant. For a long time this gentleman 
refused to accept the new faith. At last when 
arguments had failed, Lekh Ram said to him, 


Page 145 


40 Makers of the Arya Samaj, II 


“There are five of us, and we are all very 
good friends. Four of us are now members 
of the Arya Samaj, and we want you to be the 
same. Even if you do not want to do it for any 
other reason, you should join for friendship’s 
sake. Thus all five of us will stand together in 
this matter, as we have done in so many other 
things.” ‘This caused their friend to change his 
mind. The five of them were then able to do 
a great deal of work for the Arya Samaj. 

After this Lekh Ram began to live like a true 
Arya Samajist. He said his prayers every day. 
He read the Vedas and other scriptures without 
fail. All these greatly increased his faith in the 
Arya Samaj. At last in 1880 he thought of going 
to Ajmer. His purpose in doing so was to see 
Swami Dayanand, the great reformer, and to talk 
with him on various matters. 

He took leave for a month and set out for 
Ajmer. On the way he stopped at Lahore, Amrit- 
sar, Meerut and other places. At these places he 
met prominent members of the Arya Samaj. He 
had many talks with them about the Arya Samaj. 
A few days later he reached Ajmer. Then one 
morning he went to see the rishi in the garden 
where he was staying. 
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It was a very interesting meeting. Lekh Ram 
forgot all the hardships of the journey as soon as 
he saw his guru. He then placed some of his 
difficulties before him. These Swamiji explained 
very clearly. He still asked more questions. ‘To 
all he got very satisfactory answers. One of these 
questions was whether the followers of other 
faiths should be converted to the Vedic religion 
or not. Swamiji said that they should be. He 
also asked such questions as, ‘‘ What is elec- 
tricity? ’’? Swamiji explained them all very briefly. 
In the end Swamiji asked Lekh Ram not to marry 
till he was twenty-five. 

This meeting strengthened Lekh Ram’s faith 
in the Arya Samaj. He went back fully convinced 
that the truth was only to be found in the Vedas. 
But he did not neglect the study of other religions. 
One day he was found reading some books on 
Islam. A friend of his asked him why he was 
doing so. He replied, “‘ Just think for a moment 
that you are thirsty, and in front of you there are 
ten pitchers full of water. You want to drink 
only that water which is cool and fresh. You 
take a little from every pitcher, therefore, to find 
which is the best. You then drink that which you 
find to be the best of all. The case is similar 
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with religion. There are many religions in this 
world. I must know something about all of them. 
Only then can I judge which is the best.” 

On his return from Ajmer Lekh Ram began to 
take more and more interest in the Arya Samaj. 
In the first place, he took to the study of Sanskrit. 
He even wanted to go to Benares to master this 
language. It was because he felt that without 
reading Sanskrit he could not understand the 
Vedas, the sacred books of the Hindus. He also 
started a monthly called The Dharmupdesh in 
Urdu. The object of this paper was to make the 
Arya Samaj better known. 

At the same time he began to deliver lectures. 
One of his lectures was on the evils of drinking. 
Many prominent people came to hear this. These 
included some Englishmen. At the end of the 
lecture an English Captain in the army said, “I 
agree with every word that the lecturer has spoken. 
I know the evils of drinking. I have, therefore, 
forbidden the soldiers in my regiment to drink.” 

After some time Lekh Ram was transferred from 
Peshawar to an outlying station. But he still 
continued to edit the monthly. He also paid his 
subscriptions regularly to the Arya Samaj. Nor 
did he give up his interest in spreading his faith. 
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It is said that one day an Inspector of Police came 
to visit the Police station. Lekh Ram talked with 
him about religious matters. In this discussion 
he had the better of the officer. The Inspector, 
therefore, felt very humiliated, so he made up 
his mind to punish him. On reaching Peshawar 
he sent orders that Lekh Ram should be degraded. 
He also transferred him to another place. 

On reaching the new place Lekh Ram found 
that the Mohammadans there were very hostile 
to him. But he did not mind this. Nor did he 
hide his love for the Arya Samaj. He drew a 
flag on the office copy of the Indian Penal Code. 
On it he wrote the word Om, the sacred word for 
the Aryans. At the same time, he expressed a 
wish that the Vedic religion should spread all over 
the world. 

It was at this place that he learnt that the 
Peshawar Arya Samaj had decided not to publish 
The Dharmupdesh. He tried to persuade them to 
change their mind. But it was of no avail. How- 
ever, he continued to write for other papers. 

In the end, he made up his mind to give up his 
job in the Police. He therefore submitted his 
resignation. His English officers asked him to 
take it back. But he would not change his mind. 
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His resignation was accepted on the 30th Sep- 
tember, 1884, and he became free from the 
responsibilities and cares of his position. 

He was now free to devote himself entirely to 
the work of the Arya Samaj. He found, however, 
that there were some Arya Samajists who did not 
live up to their faith. For such people he had no 
sympathy. He wanted them either to reform 
or resign the membership of the Arya Samaj. It 
is said that on one occasion one such person was 
proposed for the presidentship of the Peshawar 
Arya Samaj. Pt. Lekh Ram opposed his election, 
even though he was a very rich man. 

Pt. Lekh Ram now divided his time between 
writing books and delivering lectures. He was 
especially interested in Islam. He wrote many 
books about it. About that time a new Moham- 
madan sect came into being. It was known as 
the Ahmediya sect of Qadian. Its founder was 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmed, who claimed to be a 
prophet. He said that he was the last of the line 
of the prophets. He therefore asked the Hindus, 
the Mohammadans and the Christians to follow 
him. 

He also wrote a book in four parts. In the 
fourth part he severely criticised the Arya Samaj. 
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indignant. There and then he made up his mind 
to write a crushing reply to this book. So he 
spent some time on it and wrote the first part. 
But he was too busy to get it published. Never- 
theless, the book passed from one person to another 
in manuscript. Thus many persons came to read 
it even before it had been published. 

Pt. Lekh Ram then learnt that two Hindus 
were going to be converted to Islam through the 
influence of Mirza Ghulam Ahmed. One of these 
persons belonged to Jummu, the other belonged 
to Muzaffarnagar. The Pandit went to these 
places and saw both these persons himself. He 
had long talks with them on religious matters. 
In the end, he succeeded in persuading them not 
to give up their faith. 

He also took in hand two other things at this 
time. He did this under instructions from Swami 
Dayanand himself. One was that he should get 
the memorial for the protection of the cow signed 
by as many persons as possible. The other was 
that a memorial should be sent to the Government 
to permit the teaching of Hindi in schools. Some 
time after this Swami Dayanand died. Lekh 
Ram naturally felt sad at his death. But he also 
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realised that he should redouble his efforts for 
the success of his master’s mission. 

For many years after this Pt. Lekh Ram con- 
tinued to move from one place to another to 
spread the message of the Arya Samaj. He first 
visited Rawalpindi. There he delivered a lecture 
on the occasion of the anniversary of the Arya 
Samaj. Since he was not as yet a practised 
speaker he wrote out what he had to say. The 
subject of his lecture was very interesting. He 
said that the Vedic religion was a world religion. 
To prove his point he cited many examples. All 
these showed the extent of his learning as well 
as his faith in his own mission. 

From Rawalpindi he went to Gurdaspur. There 
he threw out a challenge to Mirza Ghulam Ahmed 
to have a discussion with him on religious matters. 
But he did not receive a reply. He then delivered 
some very stirring speeches, in which he tried to 
show the superiority of the Vedic religion over 
some other religions. 

In the same way, he visited Amritsar, Lahore 
and Peshawar. Wherever he went he made it a 
point to expose the new Qadian sect. He also 
wrote many letters to Mirza Ghulam Ahmed ask- 
ing him to have a discussion with him. To one 
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of his letters Mirza Sahib replied, “I do not 
want to discuss things with ordinary persons. 
If any influential member of the Arya Samaj 
wants to have any discussion with me, he is wel- 
come.” But even this did not dishearten Pt. 
Lekh Ram. He still went on writing to his 
opponent. To one of his letters he at last got 
the following reply, “‘ Qadian is not far off. You 
can come here and settle matters personally.” 
At this Pt. Lekh Ram went to Qadian. There 
he met Mirza Sahib quite a number of times. 
At all these meetings heated discussions took 
place between the two. But these led to nothing. 
Only one good thing came of them. Some of 
the Hindu followers of Mirza Sahib left his fold. 
By this time Lekh Ram had established a 
reputation as a fearless, courageous and able 
speaker. He was, therefore, in great demand. 
When Mirza Ghulan Ahmed went to Hoshiarpur, 
Pt. Lekh Ram was sent for. There a very heated 
discussion took place, which lasted for many 
hours. This gave Mirza Sahib an opportunity 
for publishing another book against the Arya 
Samaj. To this Pt. Lekh Ram wrote a spirited 
reply. In addition he wrote many short pamph- 
lets exposing the non-Vedic religions and sects. 
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That Pt. Lekh Ram stood very high in the 
estimation of the Arya Samajists is proved by 
many things. It is sufficient to refer to one such 
testimony. The Arya Patrika, an English weekly, 
wrote at that time, ‘‘ Pt. Lekh Ram is one of the 
noblest members of the Lahore Arya Samaj. He 
has dedicated himself to the work of the Arya 
Samaj. He is one of the finest scholars of Arabic 
and Persian. At the last anniversary of the Amrit- 
sar Arya Samaj he delivered a very fine lecture. 
In it he compared all the religions of the world 
with the Vedic religion. He has established Arya 
Samajes at many places, and convinced many 
people of the truth of his religion.” 

In 1887 Pt. Lekh Ram was appointed editor of 
the Arya Gazette. He continued to edit it for 
two years, and did his work very ably. The 
result was that the Arya Gazette was read not 
only by the Arya Samajists but by the public 
in general as well. This position was very useful 
to him. Since he had not to go out very often, 
he had enough spare time to get his books pub- 
lished. He also found time to write several new 
books. 

Then Pt. Lekh Ram undertook one of the biggest 
tasks of his life. Swami Dayanand had been dead 
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for more than four years. Still no good biography 
of him had been brought out up to that time. It 
is true some lives of his were to be found in the 
market, but they did not describe the real Swami. 
All this grieved the Arya Samajists. The Multan 
Arya Samaj, therefore, passed a resolution that 
Pt. Lekh Ram should be asked to write a biography 
of Swamiji. This was accepted by the Provincial 
Representative Assembly of the Arya Samajes. 
They asked Pt. Lekh Ram if he would undertake 
this work. He accepted it without the least hesi- 
tation. 

Pt. Lekh Ram had to go to many parts of India 
in order to collect material for the biography. 
Yet this did not dismay him. He was not a person 
who loved to stay at home. He always liked to 
see new persons and new places. For this reason 
he was called the Arya Musafir or the Arya 
Traveller. 

The Musafir began his work at Lahore. Here he 
collected as much information as he could. Then 
he left for Jullundur. He met L. Munshi Ram, 
afterwards known as Swami Shraddhanand, who 
gave him much valuable information about Swami 
Dayanand. This also established a real bond of 
friendship between the two. At this place he also 
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delivered a lecture on the Vedas. This was 
listened to by a very large number of people. 

After leaving Jullundur he went to Muttra. 
There he met some persons who knew both 
Swami Virjanand and Swami Dayanand intimately. 
From them he learnt many interesting facts about 
the lives of both. At the same time, he delivered 
some lectures there. In some of these he revealed 
the beauties of the Vedic religion; and in others 
he exposed the inconsistencies of other religions. 

Ajmer was the next place he visited. There he 
found the Arya Samajists in great distress. They 
had converted a Mohammadan to the Vedic 
religion; and this had led to much bitterness 
between them and the Mohammadans. The 
Mohammadans had, therefore, started a journal 
in which the Arya Samajists were bitterly criti- 
cised. Not content with this they had also put 
up other people against them. All these things 
made the position of the Arya Samajists very 
difficult. 

Naturally the visit of Pt. Lekh Ram was not 
quite welcome. As soon as he reached there the 
Arya Samajists appointed four persons to guard 
him against all kinds of harm, But the Pandit 
said, “ All of you seem to be cowards. You 
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appear to have no faith in yourselves. I do not 
want anybody to protect my life. Nothing can 
do me harm, for God protects us all.” He was 
also warned against receiving any Mohammadan 
visitors. But he did not heed this warning. On 
the other hand, he delivered several lectures on 
Islam, which were not to the taste of the Moham- 
madans. Before he left, he asked the Arya Sama- 
jists to start a paper of their own. They accepted 
his advice. He contributed several articles to this 
paper which were afterwards published in book 
form. 

From Ajmer he went to Nasirabad Canton- 
ment. There he again engaged in a discussion 
with the Mohammadans. But this was stopped 
by order of the Inspector of Police. It so hap- 
pened, however, that this gentleman died the very 
next morning. People thought it was the result 
of some miracle on the part of the Arya preacher. 
But he at once told them that he did not believe in 
miracles and superstitions. 

After this he went home on leave. But after 
a few days he set out on his journey again. Meerut 
was the next place he visited. He stayed there 
for some days and collected some facts about 
the life of Swami Dayanand. Then he visited 


Page 158 


Pt. Lekh Ram 53 


Aligarh. But there he fell ill and had to return 
to the Punjab. 

On his way back he stopped at Jullundur and 
stayed with L. Dev Raj, the founder of a college 
for girls. He and L. Munshi Ram nursed him 
with great care. As soon as the fever left him, 
he thought of returning to his work again. But 
his friends would not let him do so. He soon 
received a call from Nakodar, however. It was 
so urgent that he found it difficult to resist. 

At Nakodar there lived a Hindu official in the 
Revenue department. He had turned Moham- 
madan only a few days before. He wanted to 
discuss things with somebody. The people of 
that place wrote to Pt. Lekh Ram about it. He 
at once set off, even at the cost of his health. 

From there Panditji went to Lahore. After 
staying at Lahore for a few days he went to 
Saharanpur. After this he visited Cawnpore and 
Allahabad. At Allahabad he paid a visit to the 
Vedic Press founded by Swami Dayanand. He 
found that things there were not as they should be. 
Some of the people were doing things which were 
compromising the position of Swami Dayanand. 
They were publishing things under his name which 
were not really his. This upset Pt. Lekh Ram 
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very much. He reprimanded them for their deceit. 


He also saw to it that nothing was to be published 
in future which had not been carefully gone through 
by a committee of leading and learned Arya 
Samajists. 

After some time he reached Mirzapur. There 
he came across a member of the Arya Samaj who 
belonged to a low caste. He was surprised to 
find that the man had no sacred thread. He 
asked him why this was. The man replied, ‘“‘ How 
can I, a low caste Hindu, be invested with the 
sacred thread? It is only the privilege of high 
caste Hindus to wear sacred things.” But Pan- 
ditji said to him, “ Do not worry. It is your right 
as much as the right of high caste Hindus, to be 
invested with the sacred thread. I will, there- 
fore, perform the ceremony myself and invest 
you with the sacred thread.”” He kept his word. 
The ceremony was performed in a few days. All 
the local Arya Samajists took part in it. 

Kashi, Dumroan, Danapur, Bankipur and Patna 
were the other places he visited. At Bankipur 
the Secretary of the Arya Samaj received a tele- 
gram from Pt. Lekh Ram’s people inquiring if the 
Pandit was alive. A reply was at once sent saying 
that he was hale and hearty. This was not the 
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first time that ill-founded rumours had _ been 
spread about. 

At Bankipur he was advised by q friend not to 
criticise Islam so much. ‘The friend added, ‘“‘ You 
might come to grief on account of this.”’ But the 
Pandit replied, “‘ I do not care for what happens 
to me. Death is inevitable, therefore I do not 
bother about it. Nothing will give me greater 
pleasure than to die for my faith. If this ever 
happens, my faith will gain by it.” 

The same friend asked him why he did not 
translate the Satyarath Prakash into Persian. He 
said that he was already thinking of doing so. 
But he would take it up after he had written a life 
of Swami Dayanand. He further added that he 
wanted to go to Arabia, Persia, Egypt and Turki- 
stan. “‘ Why do you want to do so?” asked the 
friend. ‘I want to visit these countries to propa- 
gate my faith,” said Panditji. “ But what will 
you do,” asked the friend, “‘ if the Representative 
Assembly does not permit you to do so?” “I 
will go there on my own account,” replied the 
Pandit. “I will be able to live there by practising 
medicine, of which I know something even now.” 

It was at this place that he paid a visit to Mr. 
Khuda Baksh’s library. There he came across a 
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rare edition of the Qoran. He spent several days 
in the library and took down notes from the books 
in it. He also paid a visit to a press there which 
was publishing a paper. In it he came across 
several reports of discussions which Swami Day- 
anand had held. 

After visiting Calcutta he went to Hardwar. 
There the Kumbh fair was to be held. He did 
much to propagate his faith there. Afterwards 
he went to Lahore and published an account of the 
fair. 

At Lahore he learnt that some Hindus in 
Hyderabad were going to be converted to Islam. 
This made him very ill at ease. He therefore 
left for Hyderabad without the least delay. ‘There 
he met the persons in question and had several 
long talks with them. But they said, “ We 
know nothing about these things. You would 
do better to have a talk with our Maulvis.” He 
then had some discussion with the Maulvis. The 
result was that the Hindus did not change their 
faith. 

He returned to the Punjab and travelled about 
from place to place. After a short time he received 
an invitation from Nahan. A Sanatanist pandit 
there was creating much trouble for the Arya 
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Samajists. He went there and delivered forty 
lectures. After establishing an Arya Samaj he 
returned home. 

After some time Pt. Lekh Ram went to Rajpu- 
tana. Swami Dayanand had spent some part of 
his life there and he wanted to know about it. 
He visited Bundi, Ajmer, Jaipur and other places. 
At each of these places he delivered lectures. 
These sometimes brought trouble on his head, 
but he did not care. 

At Ajmer he met Shri Har Bilas Sarda, who 
said of him, “‘ Excepting Swami Dayanand, I have 
not come across any other Arya Samajist who is 
more truthful, more unselfish and more hard- 
working than Pt. Lekh Ram. His passions are 
under control, and he never wastes a single minute 
of his time. He expressed a sense of pain on 
seeing that some of the Arya Samajists did not 
act in accordance with their beliefs. He believed 
that India would never make any progress unless 
Indians came to have a firm faith in the Vedas. I 
had been thinking for some time of publishing an 
edition of the Manu Samriti which should be free 
from all defects. I talked this thing over with 
him. He said that he had with him twenty-six 
different editions of the Manu Samriti. All these, 


Page 163 


58 Makers of the Arya Samaj, I 


he said, were rare and he had brought them from 
Kashmere. On being requested he even trans- 
lated one chapter of the book into Hindi. He 
further said that after completing this book he 
would translate the Ramayana into Hindi. He 
expressed a desire that the Arya Samajists should 
bring out a monthly like the Nineteenth Century 
and After. He was very much interested in 
history and wanted to write a history of ancient 
India.” 

After visiting Rajputana he returned to the 
Punjab where he stayed for some time. But he 
again went back to Rajputana to seek out Swami 
Dayanand’s place of birth. He somehow learnt 
that Swami Dayanand was born in a place in the 
State of Morvi. He went there and after visiting 
many places found the exact place of Swamiji’s 
birth. 

But he was soon called back to the Punjab, 
because of the differences amongst the Arya Sama- 
jists. Being a man of restless energy he again 
visited several places in the Punjab. Then he 
went home on leave. But he did not sit idle. He 
wrote many articles for the papers. From there 
he wrote in a letter to a friend, ‘‘ It is a pity that 
the books of the Arya Samaj are not translated 
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into many languages. It is also a pity that Arya 
preachers do not know many languages. I really 
feel sad to think that there are very few preachers 
of the Arya Samaj who would be ready to sacrifice 
themselves for their faith. Englishmen give up 
big posts and become preachers of their faith. 
But amongst us there are very few well-read and 
self-sacrificing preachers.” 

At the age of thirty-five Pt. Lekh Ram married. 
Even in this he showed the spirit of a reformer, 
for he omitted many of those ceremonies usually 
connected with marriage among the Hindus. His 
wife came of a Brahmin family. She had been 
brought up in a village and, therefore, did not 
know the ways of cities. She was very modest 
and shy. She spoke very little and was of a very 
gentle disposition. She was devoted to her hus- 
band and it gave her the greatest joy to obey his 
orders. Soon after their marriage Pt. Lekh Ram 
took her education in hand. She, too, learnt 
things very quickly. 

After his marriage he again resumed his usual 
activities. He visited a large number of places, 
where he delivered lectures and held discussions. 
He also made an attempt to get a monthly 
published. This, however, could not be done 
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in his life-time. It was after his death that 
a paper called the Arya Musafir was brought 
out. 

He showed in his articles how it was possible 
to spread the Vedic religion. He was in favour 
of widows re-marrying. By this means he hoped 
to stop the conversion of the Hindus to other 
religions. He wanted to have a Shuddhi fund 
for bringing the followers of other religions into 
the fold of the Arya Samaj. He also thought 
that a seminary for training preachers was neces- 
sary. He insisted on the abolition of early mar- 
riage which was ruining the Hindus. It was his 
desire that the books on the Arya Samaj should be 
published in every language. He felt that there 
were too many sadhus in India. Their number 
should either be reduced or they should become 
missionaries of the Arya Samaj. It was his belief 
that charity should be directed along the right 
lines. ‘These things constitute the contribution of 
Pt. Lekh Ram to the Arya Samaj. 

Pt. Lekh Ram had, up to this time, neglected 
the writing of the biography of Swami Dayanand. 
He was now pressed by his friends to complete 
the work. But it was not possible for him to sit 
down to it for long. He would one day take up 


Page 166 


Pt. Lekh Ram 61 


the work in earnest, but the very next day he 
would be called away from it by something else. 

He never found it possible to resist the tempta- 
tion of going out. No sooner did he hear of some 
Sanatanist pandit creating trouble at some place 
than he went there. If ever he was told that a 
Hindu was going to be converted to some other 
religion, he felt it his duty to save him. Further- 
more, he was a very fine speaker. The Arya 
Samajes, therefore, always wanted to hear him. 
Thus he would visit more places in one month 
than others would do in a year. 

One day he received a letter telling of his 
younger brother’s death. Naturally, he wanted to 
go home. But immediately afterwards he received 
a message from an Arya Samaj saying that a Hindu 
was going to abjure his religion. Even under the 
shadow of his brother’s death he chose to save the 
Hindu. Such was his zeal for the Arya Samaj. 

In such circumstances the writing of Swami 
Dayanand’s biography could not be done with 
as much speed as he desired. He also found some 
difficulty in piecing together the notes. He felt 
that he needed a little more information on the 
subject. He therefore had to go to Ajmer again 
for this purpose. There again the usual thing 
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happened. The Ajmer Arya Samaj was holding 
its anniversary at that time and Pt. Lekh Ram was 
asked to take part init. On the very first day the 
Arya Samajists passed in procession through the 
streets of the city, singing hymns. He also went 
with them. But instead of singing hymns he 
delivered short addresses. 

After a while the procession came near the tomb 
of a Mohammadan saint. The Arya Samajists 
told the Pandit not to make a speech there. But 
he would not listen to them. He stood a short 
distance from the tomb and began to make a speech. 
The Arya Samajists got nervous and left him. 
After some time they discovered that he was 
talking to a large group of Mohammadans. They 
were all pleased with him, because he was speak- 
ing to them about the one, true God. 

At last Pt. Lekh Ram settled down at Jullundur 
with his wife and his only son. There were two 
reasons for doing so. In the first place, his wife 
felt quite at home amongst the people of this 
place. He also wanted to be near Mahatma 
Munshi Ram in order to complete the biography 
of Swami Dayanand. 

The people who saw Panditji at Jullundur felt 
what a good husband and a good father he was. 
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They also realised his unselfishness. For a long 
time Panditji had been getting only twenty-five 
rupees a month. When he was married, his pay 
was raised to thirty rupees. When a son was 
born to him he got himself insured for two thou- 
sand rupees. He then began to draw thirty-five 
rupees a month. But he never applied for any 
increase in his pay. He was always content with 
what he got. 

He could have made a lot of money from his 
books, but he never did so. Whatever money he 
got from them he gave away to the Arya Samaj. 
His wife also proved to be his best helper in 
this matter. She never cared for ornaments, 
nor did she worry about fine clothes. She always 
remained devoted to the cause that her husband 
loved. After her husband’s death she gave all 
the money she got from insurance for the pur- 
pose of founding a scholarship in the Gurukula 
at Hardwar. 

Pt. Lekh Ram’s life was very regular at Jul- 
lundur. He got up at about 4 o’clock in the 
morning. After a bath he performed the Havan 
and said his prayers. Then he studied the Vedas 
for about an hour. After this he read books about 
other religions. Then he continued to write the 
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biography till eleven o’clock. From eleven to 
two he took his meals, rested for a while and devoted 
himself to his household work. From two to 
five he read books or wrote articles. He was very 
fond of exercise and never missed it. In the 
evening he generally took a long walk. He fol- 
lowed this routine not only at Jullundur, but also 
at other places. 

It was his great desire that his wife should help 
him to spread the message of the Arya Samaj 
amongst the women of India. He paid much 
attention, therefore, to her education. He also 
took her with him when he went to attend the 
anniversary of an Arya Samaj. One of the many 
places they visited together in this manner was 
Muttra. But there his only son fell ill. They 
therefore returned to Jullundur with all speed. 
At Jullundur the boy passed away, but Panditji 
bore his grief manfully. 

Immediately after this he went to attend the 
anniversary of the Pasrur Arya Samaj. There he 
was sent for by the man in charge of the Police 
station. He said to him, “ If any trouble occurs 
here, you will be held responsible.” The Pandit 
replied, “I have not come here to fight but 
to deliver the message of the Vedas. I am not 
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concerned with what happens. I will do my duty 
at all costs.” 

It has already been said that the Mohammadans 
were very hostile to Pt. Lekh Ram. They often 
tried to harm him. First of all, they tried to 
file a suit against him at Amritsar because he had 
written a book against them. But they did not 
succeed. Then cases were started against him 
at Mirzapur, Allahabad, Lahore, Delhi and Bom- 
bay. But they were all dismissed. Similar 
attempts were made at Peshawar and Meerut. But 
none of these succeeded. At Delhi the magis- 
trate, Captain Davis, wrote in his judgment that 
the books written by Pt. Lekh Ram were not in 
any way objectionable. 

On account of these things the Arya Samajists 
frequently warned Pt. Lekh Ram. They told 
him that his life was in danger. But he did not 
care about his life. In February, 1887, a well- 
built young Mohammadan went to Panditji’s house 
and said, “‘ I was converted to Islam two years ago. 
But I want to become a Hindu again. Will you 
please help me.”’ Panditji said that he would do 
so as soon as possible. From that day the young 
man followed Panditji like his shadow. Many 
Arya Samajists told Panditji that the young man 
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was not to be trusted, but he said, “‘I do not care. 
I must do my duty.” 

After a few days Pt. Lekh Ram went to Multan. 
When he came back he found the young man 
waiting for him in the office of the Arya Pritinidhi 
Sabha. The youth was wearing a blanket and he 
spoke in a very low and feeble voice. Panditji 
asked him if he was suffering from fever. He 
replied that he was not feeling well. So they went 
to a doctor. The doctor said that he had no fever, 
but seemed to be suffering from some disorder 
of the blood. He thought of applying some sort 
of plaster. But the young man said that he would 
prefer to have some medicine to drink. Pt. Lekh 
Ram asked the doctor to do this. The doctor 
then gave him some medicine to drink. 

Then Pt. Lekh Ram went home accompanied 
by this young man. When they got there he sat 
on a cot on the verandah and began to write an 
account of the death of Swami Dayanand. After 
some time his mother said, “I have not yet got 
any oil from the bazaar.”’ Panditji then got down 
from the cot and stretched his limbs. He was 
probably thinking of going to the bazaar himself 
to fetch the oil. The young man was, at that 
moment, standing close by him. But Panditji 
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never suspected him of evil intentions. It certainly 
did not occur to him that he was near his death. 

Soon the young man saw his chance. He 
immediately thrust a dagger into Panditji’s intes- 
tines. Then the blood began to flow and Panditji 
fell down. For a time he was able to hold on to 
the murderer without uttering any cry of pain. 
But he lost so much blood in a short time that he 
became weak and had to loosen his hold on the 
culprit. The murderer at once tried to escape. 
He had not gone very far, however, when he was 
caught by Panditji’s wife. He struck her with a 
strong piece of wood and she fell down senseless. 
But just then Panditji’s mother discovered the 
crime and cried for help. 

Other people arrived on the scene. They took 
Panditji to the hospital where his condition went 
from bad to worse. But even to the last he did 
not lose his senses. Indeed, he continued to 
talk to some of his friends. He also repeated some 
hymns from the Vedas. At 2 o’clock in the morn- 
ing he passed away. His last words were, “ Do 
not let the Arya Samaj stop publishing books which 
explain its mission.” 

The next day the dead body was taken to the 
cremation grounds. ‘The funeral procession was 
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attended by a large number of persons. So tragic 
was the death that all felt it keenly. When the 
body was placed on the funeral pyre there was 
hardly an eye that was dry. The hearts of the 
Arya Samajists were touched most of all. While 
they were standing round the funeral pyre the 
Arya Samajist said, ‘‘ Let us now sink all our 
differences. Let us make peace.” A peace was 
made between the two sections of the Arya Samaj, 
but it did not last long. 

Thus Pt. Lekh Ram died manfully for his faith, 
and in so doing died the death of a martyr. 
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I HAVE written these books to make people familiar 
with the lives and works of some of the most 
outstanding personalities connected with the Arya 
Samaj. In order to make their appeal as wide as 
possible I have written them in rather simple 
language. I trust these books will be read by 
everybody who is interested in the achievements 
of the great. They will, I am sure, afford a 
particular delight to the young for they will 
inspire them to live nobly and unselfishly. It 
need not be added that every attempt has been 
made to make these books as free from the sec- 
tarian spirit as possible. 

My thanks are due to L. Mool Raj, B.A., B-T., 
a devout Arya Samajist, for reading through these 
books. I am also obliged to Mr. Sant Lal Vid- 
yarthi, B.A., for going through the lives of Pt. 
Guru Dutt, Pt. Lekh Ram and Swami Shrad- 
dhanand. 
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SWAMI DAYANAND 
INDIA OF THE PAST 


WE all know something of the India of to-day, 
but many do not know much about its condition a 
hundred years ago. At that time many Indians 
could not read nor write. ‘They were ignorant and 
followed many bad customs. These did them 
harm. They were, therefore, unfortunate in many 
ways. 

The Hindus at that time were in a really bad 
condition. They did not worship one God, but 
idols of stone. Many of them believed that there 
were thirty-three crores of them. They thought 
these could do everything for them. If they 
wanted a son, they prayed to these idols. If they 
wanted success of any kind, they made offerings 
to them. They did not know anything about the 
one, true God. 

They did not know much about their holy 
books. They believed that anything written in 
Sanskrit was sacred. They often read books in 
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Sanskrit which were not really good. Only a 
few of them read the Gita which was written by 
Lord Krishna; some read the Ramayana and the 
Mahabharata, the two great epics of India; but 
very few of them knew anything about the four 
Vedas, the sacred books of the Hindus. 

Still the Hindus wished to be pious and to lead 
a good life. To show this they went to their 
holy places, such as Hardwar. Now it should be 
remembered that it was not as easy to travel 
about at that time as it is to-day. There were 
practically no railways then, nor were there any 
good roads. It was, therefore, very difficult for 
people to move from one place to another. It was 
still more difficult for them to go on a long journey 
to a place like Hardwar, Benares, Allahabad or 
Muttra. 

In spite of all this the Hindus went on pil- 
grimages to these places. But they did many 
silly things there. For instance, they gave away 
everything they had to the priests. They did so 
in the hope that they would get back their goods 
in the heavens or in their next birth. But the 
priests did not deserve their confidence. They 
were mostly greedy and selfish. ‘Their sole aim in 
life was to make money and to grow rich. 


Page 185 


Swami Dayanand Saraswati 3 


Some people went so far as to dedicate their 
daughters to temples. ‘These lived there all their 
lives and never married. They spent most of their 
time in dancing and singing before the god. They 
did so because they thought it would bring them 
merit in their religious life. 

Hindu women were more ignorant than men 
in these matters, If a woman had no child, she 
offered prayers to her gods to bless her with one. 
Sometimes she said, ‘If I have a child I will 
dedicate it to the god.” In this way many chil- 
dren were offered to the goddess Ganga. This 
was done in a very strange way. First of all, 
the child was taken by its parents to Hardwar. 
Then, standing on one of the steps of the ghat, 
the father or the mother threw the child into the 
stream. But luckily it was picked up by some 
priest who was already standing in the water. 
He then gave the child back to the parents in 
return for a littlke money. Thus the child’s life 
was saved. But it did not always happen like this. 
Sometimes the child met with death. 

The Hindus were still worse in other things. 
They did not treat their women well. They 
thought they should not be sent to school. They 
believed that if women learnt to read and write 
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they would come to grief. So they remained 
illiterate. 

The Hindus were cruel to women in other ways, 
too. They thought them to be inferior to men. 
When a boy was born they felt happy, but when 
a girl was born they felt sad. They thought that 


a boy brought luck. He would earn money when , 


he grew up, but a girl was useless. She always 
meant expense and was a source of much trouble. 
In this way they were very cruel to widows. A 
Hindu widow’s life was very miserable. She was 
held responsible for all the misfortunes of the 
family. She was treated worse than a servant. 
Generally she was not allowed to marry again, and 
sometimes she was forced to burn herself to 
death with her husband. 

The Hindus practised several other bad cus- 
toms as well. They married their children early. 
Sometimes these marriages were held when the 
children were hardly able to walk or to talk. The 
result of this was that the Hindus grew weaker 
and weaker. 

They did not even know how to celebrate their 
national festivals. On the Dewali night they 
thought it good to gamble. But during the 
holy festival they drank and swore loud. If 
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a friend happened to meet them at that time they 
threw mud at him. This was thought to be a 
sign of friendship and a kind of merry-making. 

The women were not the only ones who were 
ill-treated. The so-called “‘ untouchables ” were 
treated in a similar way. The Hindus thought 
it a sin to touch them or to go near them. They 
did not let them draw water from their wells. 
They did not like them to read or write. They 
forbade them the study of their holy books. On 
account of these things the untouchables felt very 
unhappy. As a result many of them embraced 
other religions. 

Such was the condition of the Hindus about a 
hundred years ago. It caused much unnecessary 
suffering. But soon after a reformer was born, 
who did much good to them. We shall now 
learn something about him. 
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To the west of India is the province of Gujarat. 
This contains many Indian States. One of them 
is known by the name of Dhrangadra. In it is a 
small town named Morvi. This is situated on the 
bank of the river Machhukahta. 

In this town a boy named Mool Shankar 
was born in 1825. This boy afterwards came to 
be known as Swami Dayanand. Nobody sus- 
pected that one day he would become famous. 
Nor did any one think that he would do so much 
to improve the conditions of the Hindus in India. 

Mool Shankar’s father was named Umba 
Shankar. He was a Brahmin of a very high caste, 
but he was not poor as the Brahmins generally 
are. He had lands which brought him money, 
and sometimes he traded. He was also a State 
official. He used to collect revenue from the 
people of his town. To help him in his work he 
had under him clerks and sepoys. 

But he was a very strict Brahmin. He was 


very careful in performing those duties which were 
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required of him as a Brahmin. He went to the 
temple every morning and evening. He was a 
worshipper of Shiva. For all these things he was 
respected and trusted by the people of his town. 

His life was happy. He had a loving and devoted 
wife. She was very sweet and gentle. She loved 
her children as her own life. Whenever her hus- 
band was inclined to be harsh with the children, 
she did all she could to appease him. 

Mool Shankar was hardly five years old when his 
father took charge of his education He did not 
send him to school, but taught him at home. He 
was first taught the Sanskrit alphabet. Then he 
studied some holy Sanskrit books. Soon he 
learnt many mantras (holy verses) by heart. After 
a time he was taught the different forms of wor- 
ship in which his father believed. When he was 
eight years old he was invested with the sacred 
thread. ‘This was a day of great rejoicing. His 
father and mother felt very proud and happy on 
that day. 

As Mool Shankar’s father was a devoted fol- 
lower of the god Shiva, he was anxious for his son 
to follow in his footsteps. So he taught him many 
things about the god. All these had a great 
effect on the boy. Even at the age of ten he 
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thought it the best thing in the world to worship 
Shiva. For this purpose he often went with his 
father to the temple. There he offered his heart 
to the god. 

But his father was not yet satisfied. He wanted 
his son to observe a fast on every Shivratri day. 
That day was sacred to the god Shiva, and Mool 
Shankar’s father considered it to be very impor- 
tant. He himself fasted on that day. He even 
asked his wife to do the same. But he felt most 
happy when he succeeded in making his son 
do the same. 

In vain did the poor mother say that it was not 
good for a young boy to fast. The father would 
not listen to her. “ This is just the time,” he 
said, ‘‘ when Mool Shankar should learn to keep 
fast. The God who protects the whole universe 
from harm, will surely guard Mool Shankar against 
all evil. He will be pleased with this young 
devotee of his and grant all his wishes.”’ Mool 
Shankar’s mother listened to all this and, finally, 
agreed to what her husband said. 
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It was the night of Shivratri. The temple 
outside the village looked beautiful and bright. 
It was full of life, for many people passed in and 
out. There was also a good deal of noise and 
confusion. This was the result of the efforts 
of the devotees to chant the mantras at the top of 
their voices. Sometimes they rang the bell, some- 
times they sounded the conch. The priest beamed 
with joy. Before the image of the god lay offer- 
ings in the shape of flowers and fruit, sweets and 
coins. 

The day ended for the devotees without any 
trouble. But when night came they felt weak, 
tired and hungry. They were, however, sup- 
posed not to eat or sleep. But some of them 
found it very difficult and fell asleep in spite of 
their best efforts. 

At last it was midnight. Everything was so 
calm and quiet in the temple that it seemed to be 
without life. All except one in it had gone to 
sleep. This was Mool Shankar. It was not 
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because he did not need to sleep. He felt its 
need more than anybody else, but he kept awake 
by the power of his will. He knew that by doing 
so he would please the god. He therefore thought 
of nothing but the god. He tried to realize how 
powerful and great he was. 

Just then a strange thing happened. A small 
mouse crept out of its hole and began to roam 
about near the idol. This made Mool Shankar 
very angry, but still he kept quiet. Some time 
afterwards he found that the mouse had become 
a little more bold. It helped itself to the offer- 
ings that lay before the image. Mool Shankar 
remained quiet, and to his dismay, he found that 
the mouse was taking liberties with the image 
itself. ‘This was too much for him and he felt 
very indignant. But soon his indignation melted 
away. He then fell to thinking about the incident 
very seriously. 

“Is this the great god who protects the whole 
world?” he asked himself. ‘‘ How can this be, 
for he cannot protect himself against this sly, 
little mouse? I think all worship of this kind is 
useless. It cannot make a man happy. It cannot 
make him good.” After this he woke up his 
father and told him all about it. He asked him to 
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explain this to him. But the father was dull and 
sleepy, and could not. 

At this Mool Shankar left the temple and ran 
home. There he met his mother and asked for 
food. She, kind woman, served him a hearty 
meal, which he ate with much pleasure. When 
his father came to know of it, he was annoyed. 
He even tried to punish him for it, but the mother 
persuaded him not to. She said that Mool 
Shankar was young and did not know what he 
had done. He would surely behave better in 
future. 

In the eyes of Mool Shankar the incident had 
great importance. He became sad and thought- 
ful. He took no interest in play. Nor did he 
mix with his friends. He kept asking himself, 
‘““ Who is the real Shiva? Where is he? How can 
I find him?” In his heart had been sown the 
seeds of a new knowledge of truth, called the 
Rishi Bodh. It means that on this day the seer 
acquired a new conception of truth. 

After this Mool Shankar devoted much of his 
time to his studies. His parents liked this, and 
allowed him to work hard at his books. One 
result of this was that he was not very often asked 
to observe feasts or to worship in the temple. 
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This is exactly what he wanted, because in his 
heart he felt how useless these things were. He 
still kept on asking himself, ‘‘ Who is the real 
Shiva? How can [ find him? ”’ 

Mool Shankar had hardly been able to solve 
this problem before another presented itself to 
him. 
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One night Mool Shankar and his father were 
away from home. They were at the house of a 
friend who had arranged a music party. While 
they were listening to hymns one of the servants 
arrived. He looked sad and uneasy, and so Mool 
Shankar went up to him and asked, ‘‘ What is the 
matter? What has brought you here at this time 
of night?”’ The servant replied with tears in 
his eyes that Mool Shankar’s sister was suffering 
from cholera. 

This upset Mool Shankar. He spoke to his 
father, and both of them hurried home. There 
they found the girl in a very serious condition. A 
physician was already there, but he said that the 
case was hopeless. In spite of every effort she 
breathed her last in a few hours. 

This death meant a great blow to the boy. He 
was very fond of his sister, and used to play with 
her. There was not much difference between 
their ages, for she was only fourteen and Mool 
Shankar was sixteen. Moreover, it was the 

t4 
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first time that Mool Shankar had learnt what 
death was. So he asked himself, ‘ What is 
death? Can’t we escape it? Why is it that all 
human beings should die? Is there anybody in 
this world who is not a prey to it? Can’t we 
conquer it?’ Such thoughts filled his mind at 
that time. While the other members of his family 
wept and beat their breasts, he remained quiet and 
silent. He did not shed even one tear. Many 
persons objected to his behaviour. ‘They thought 
him to be cold and selfish. But they did not know 
the real boy. They did not understand that 
his mind was full of strange thoughts about the 
vanity of this world. 

Not many years had passed when Mool Shan- 
kar’s uncle fell ill. He was very good to Mool 
Shankar, and there was much love and trust 
between the two. When Mool Shankar learnt 
of his uncle’s illness he felt very sad. But he 
never dreamt that his end was so near. How- 
ever, he passed away after a few hours’ illness. 
He, too, died of cholera, like Mool Shankar’s 
sister. 

This death was all the more painful to Mool 
Shankar because he had been at the death-bed 
of his uncle. He had watched him die. At his 
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death even Mool Shankar could not help crying. 
But these tears showed only a small part of the 
real sorrow that was in his heart. 

The death of his uncle reminded him once 
more of the shortness of life. He again fell to 
thinking about the questions of life and death. 
“Why is it that death is so cruel?’ he asked 
himself. ‘‘ Why is it that everyone dies? How 
can we overcome the fear of death?’ Such 
thoughts constantly filled his mind. He became 
disgusted with the pleasures of this world. He 
thought that the best thing would be to go to 
some forest and practise austerities there. This 
was the only way, he felt, in which he could free 
himself from the fear and pain of death. 

His home now lost all its charm for him. He 
found no joy in the company of his friends. He 
lost interest even in play. He did not care much 
for his books either. The one thing that engaged 
his attention was the problem of life and death. 
He thought over it constantly and tried to find a 
solution. But his parents knew nothing about 
what was passing in his mind. His friends knew, 
and they all felt for him in his great trouble. 
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After some time his friends thought it proper 
to inform his father of his intentions. They told 
him that Mool Shankar was about to leave home. 
This made his parents very anxious. “‘ What 
should we do,” they asked themselves, “‘ to prevent 
him from doing this? Can’t we do anything to 
make him take a little more interest in life? ” 

They came to the conclusion that the only thing 
which would make him take some interest in life 
was marriage. ‘‘ Marriage will surely banish all 
such thoughts from his mind,” they said. With 
this end in view they made arrangements for his 
marriage, but Mool Shankar did not like this. 
He did not want to be fettered by marriage in 
any way. He therefore told his friends what he 
felt about it. They told his parents that Mool 


Shankar did not want to be married yet. They. 


had, therefore, to postpone it. 

But this did not mean the end of his troubles. 
His great desire was to leave home. But the 
more he thought about it, the more difficult it 
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seemed to him. At last he hit upon a plan. He 
asked his father to send him to Benares. “I 
could learn astronomy, grammar and medicine 
there,” he said. But his parents did not want 
him to go to Benares. Mool Shankar did not 
press this point very much. But when his father 
asked him to look after their lands, he refused. 
He said that this kind of work did not interest 
him. 

Months passed away, yet Mool Shankar’s desire 
to leave home did not abate. He still found it 
difficult to get his parents’ permission. After 
thinking over it for some time he made another 
proposal to them. A few miles away from his 
home lived a learned Brahmin. Pupils from all 
parts came to study with him. Mool Shankar 
expressed a desire to his father to go and read 
with him. The father readily consented, so the 
young man set off. 

The teacher liked the new pupil. He was 
so intelligent and bright, so strong and fearless. 
The teacher and the pupil had many talks together 
in which they discussed various subjects. It was 
during one of these talks that Mool Shankar 
expressed his strong dislike of marriage. ‘“‘ I 
would rather die than marry,” he said. ‘“ How 
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can anyone who wants to acquire knowledge think 
of marriage? ”’ 

The teacher knew the joys of a happy home 
and the pride of rearing up a family. Moreover, 
Mool Shankar’s father was his great friend. He 
knew how keen he was on getting his son married 
and on continuing the family. So, as soon as he 
heard the views of his pupil he felt very perturbed. 
He then took the earliest possible opportunity to 
communicate these things to his pupil’s father. 
“Your son,” he wrote, ‘does not want to marry. 
He thinks it better to run away from home than 
to be chained in this way. So keep an eye on him 
and do not let him do anything rash which will 
disgrace the family.” 

As soon as Mool Shankar’s father heard, he took 
his son away from the school. He then kept him 
at home. In the meantime he made preparations 
for his son’s marriage. The son watched all 
these without making any protest, but all the 
time he went on making his own plans secretly. 
What could he do otherwise? Here was a young 
man who wanted to devote his life to acquiring 
knowledge, but his parents would not let him do 
so. He did not want to be fettered by marriage, 
but his father insisted on getting him married. 
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He wanted to live for God, but his people chose 
to tie him down to worldly things. 

At last a day was fixed when the marriage was 
to be celebrated. For Mool Shankar this was a 
day of trial. He said to himself, ‘‘ Now or never.” 
So he at once made up his mind to leave home. 
He did so without telling anybody. You can well 
imagine how disappointed the father felt when 
he discovered his son had gone. 
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When Mool Shankar left home he was afraid 
lest he should be followed and be caught. So he 
did not go along the main road but chose the 
bypaths. All this was something new for him, 
but he did not lose heart. On the way he had 
many strange experiences. Once he came across 
a group of fakirs. They all seemed to be holy men 
and. he naturally took very kindly to them. He 
confided in them. But they were good-for-noth- 
ing people from whom he should have expected 
no help. They robbed him of his gold ring and 
all the little money he had. “‘ How can you 
renounce the world,” they said, “as long as you 
possess these things? To give them up is the 
first step towards self-knowledge.” 

After many days’ journey Mool Shankar came 
to another small place. ‘There he met a Brahm- 
chari. This was a man who had taken a vow 
of celibacy and was never going to marty. 
As soon as he saw Mool Shankar he began to 
take an interest in him. Soon he made him also 
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take the vow that he had himself taken. Thus 
Mool Shankar became a Brahmchari. He cast 
off his ordinary clothes and put on a yellow shirt 
and a dhoti. In his hands he carried a long stick 
and a wooden bowl for alms. He was then called 
Shudh Chetan Brahmchari. 

After a few days Shudh Chetan left this place. 
Soon he came upon some sadhus. He learnt that 
a big fair was to be held at Sidpur. This fair, 
he was told, would be attended by many noble 
sadhus and sanyasies. He thought this would be 
a big chance in his life. Perhaps he would meet 
there some noble persons who would show him 
the right path to truth and virtue. 

So he turned his steps towards Sidpur. But 
before he reached that place he met a sadhu 
who knew him and the members of his family. 
This, he at once thought, would mean trouble 
for him. And it happened exactly as he had 
thought it would. The sadhu on reaching Mool 
Shankar’s native place told his father all about 
his son’s movements, and asked him to bring him 
back. 

Mool Shankar’s father set out immediately for 
Sidpur accompanied by four sepoys. On reaching 
that place he went to the very temple where his 
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son was staying. As soon as he saw him in the 
garb of a beggar, he felt very upset. His face 
flushed crimson with anger and he flew into a 
temper. Then he took his son to task for what 
he had done. “‘ You have brought disgrace upon 
your family,” he said. ‘‘ You are a blot on our 
name.” He broke his son’s bowl into pieces, 
and tore his clothes into tatters. Then he gave 
him new clothes to wear. After this he took him 
to the place where he himself was staying. He 
told the sepoys to keep a strict watch on him. 
“ Be careful,” he said ‘ lest the boy should run 
away again.” 

Thus Shudh Chetan was caught again. But he 
was not one of those people who easily change 
their minds. He was determined to find the way 
to truth and to acquire real peace and happiness. 
He was equally determined not to go back home. 
So he continued to think out some plans for his 
escape. 

He soon left Sidpur in the company of his 
father and his sepoys. Since the journey was 
long, it took several days. But only a few days 
had passed when he got a chance to escape. One 
night the sepoy who was keeping watch over him 
went to sleep. As soon as Shudh Chetan saw 
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this he seized the opportunity to escape. He did 
not pause or look behind till he had gone about 
a mile. He came to a garden, in the middle of 
which stood a magnificent temple. In front of it 
was a big, spreading banyan tree. Shudh Chetan 
realized in a minute that the tree would be a good 
hiding-place. So he climbed to the top of it, 
and from there jumped down on to the dome of 
the temple. There he lay hidden. 

After some time the sepoy woke up. To his 
surprise he found that the young man had fled. 
He at once woke the other sepoys and Shudh 
Chetan’s father from their sleep. As soon as 
his father heard of it, he said, ‘“‘ There is no time 
to lose now. Let us search for him at once.” So 
off they went. As chance would have it, they 
came to the very garden where Shudh Chetan was 
hiding. But though they searched every nook 
and corner of it, they could not find him any- 
where. At last they left, very disappointed. 

By now Shudh Chetan was hungry and thirsty 
and felt sleepy, but he remained in hiding till it 
was dark. Then he got down from the temple 
and left the place by following a narrow bypath. 
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This was a very important moment in his life. 
He was turning his back upon his home and every- 
thing, but he did not care about that. Nor was 
he moved by the affections of his mother and the 
love of his brothers and sisters. Landed property 
had no attraction for him. Nor had the wealth 
and comforts of this world any charm for him. He 
gave up all these, because he wanted to find the 
one, true God. This was now the goal of his life. 

This did not seem a very easy thing to do, but 
Mool Shankar was not afraid of anything. 
Difficulties could not make him give up his task, 
nor could dangers frighten him. He was equally 
prepared for hardships and suffering. So he 
travelled on in search of his goal. If he was afraid 
of anything it was of being caught again. Other- 
wise, he went on his way, cheerfully enduring 
cold and hunger. 

After some days he reached Baroda. There he 
learnt that a big fair would be held on the banks 
of the Narmada, where all the learned pundits 
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and scholars would be present. Always eager 
to acquire knowledge he went there. For a few 
days he stayed there, but without getting what he 
wanted. Then he went on to another place. 
There he met Swami Purnanand Parmhans from 
whom he learnt some useful things. 

At this very time he was initiated into sanyas 
by Swami Purananand Saraswati. Then he came 
to be known as Swami Dayanand Saraswati. This 
new life of his had certain privileges. For instance, 
as a Brahmchari he had to cook his meals with his 
own hands and this meant much waste of time. 
But as a sanyasi he could beg for his food from 
others. The time saved in this way he could 
devote to his studies. 

Swami Dayanand was always very eager to 
learn. Wherever he went he made the best use 
of his time. Most persons he came across 
added something to his store of knowledge and 
wisdom. He learnt yoga from one and grammar 
from another. He was very much interested in 
yoga or the science of holding one’s breath, because 
it gives one perfect control over one’s body and 
mind. 

During all these journeys Swami Dayanand had 
only one object in view. It was to find a guru 
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who could teach him how to overcome death and 
to find God. But he knew this was not an easy 
thing to do. Still he persevered. Knowing that 
in the places sacred to the Hindus lived some holy 
persons he went there. Yet nowhere could he 
find a saint or a holy man. Thus he visited holy 
places like Hardwar, Rishi Kesh, Rudra Paryag, 
and Gupt Kanshi. But nowhere did he come 
across a single person who could settle his 
doubts. However, he did not lose heart, and 
still went on. 

At last he set his face towards the Himalayas. 
Their snow-clad peaks had a great deal of attrac- 
tion for him and he wanted to see them. After 
many days’ journeying, he came to Ukhi Math. 
It seemed to him like an oasis in the desert. 
““ Here,” he said to himself, “‘ I will rest my tired 
limbs.” So he stayed there for a few days. 

The Mahant, or the head-priest, of the math 
came to know him and felt very interested in him. 
The young man was tall and stout, handsome and 
well-built. He seemed to be learned and to 
possess a lot of common sense. So the Mahant 
said to himself, “‘ I am now old and will not live 
very long. Who will look after this math after 
me? Why should I not ask this young man to 
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become my disciple and stay here? Surely he 
will be able to manage this place after my death.” 

So he sent for Swami Dayanand, and showed to 
him every possible kindness and regard. ‘Then he 
said to him, “ Young man, why do you wander 
from one place to another? Why don’t you live 
here? If you do so, I will make you heir to this 
gaddi. In this way you will inherit property 
worth lacs of rupees.”’ 

When Swami Dayanand heard this he laughed 
and said, “‘ You apparently do not know, sir, that 
I do not care for wealth. If it had been my desire 
to become rich, I should not have left my home. 
For there I should have inherited lands and much 
wealth. But I gave up all these things, for I have 
set my heart upon a different thing. That is 
why I am wandering from place to place.” 

When the Mahant heard this he felt annoyed. 
‘‘ What is this thing, young man, you are out to 
seek?” he asked him. ‘‘ Let me know all about 
it. Surely it must be a big treasure, since you are 
taking so much trouble.” 

‘‘ I want to find the one, true God. I wish to 
know how to overcome the fear of death. It 
is for these things that I care most,’’ said Swami 
Dayanand. 
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After saying this Swami Dayanand left. Then 
he went to Badri Nath, a place of pilgrimage for 
the Hindus. He did not stay long at this place. 
He then wandered along the banks of the river 
Alakh Nanda, even though it was not an easy 
thing to do. It was terribly cold there, and also 
very dangerous. Beasts of prey prowled every- 
where and nothing could be had to eat. At one 
place the cold was so severe that Swami Dayanand 
fell down senseless but his life was saved by some 
kind-hearted hill-men. ‘These people took him to 
their cottage and looked after him till he became 
quite well again. 

Swami Dayanand was an untiring wanderer. He 
loved to see new places and new men, and was at 
home everywhere. But the main purpose of his 
wanderings was to find a person who could show 
him the path to truth. As soon as he got well, he 
set out on his travels again. He went to Ram 
Pur where he met a sadhu named Ram Giri. 
He had long conversations with him, but even 
these did not satisfy him. So he left for Kashi 
Pur, but he did not stay there, and moved on to 
another place. 

On his way to this place he fell a prey to 
doubts and melancholy. “‘ What is the good of 
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life? ’’ he asked himself. ‘‘ Why is man born? 
Here am I doing nothing useful. I have suffered 
many hardships, but these have led to nothing. 
I have not yet got what I want. Why should 
failure and disappointment be my lot? It is 
better that I should now put an end to this miser- 
able life of mine.”’ But he felt that it was cowardly 
to die by one’s own hands. “ Man should face 
life’s trials and disappointments manfully and not 
be frightened by them,” he said to himself. ‘“‘ It 
is better to die in pursuit of one’s object than to 
die in despair.”” So once more he steeled his 
determination to achieve his object. After this 
he visited many other places. He went to Mur- 
adabad and Sambhal and other cities. 

But the Ganges had a great fascination for him. 
He loved to be near it, and to hear the murmur of 
its waters in his ears. It pleased him to see its 
clear pure waters and the trees growing on its 
banks. From these he got immense strength and 
comfort. 

But he did not entirely waste his time in 
moving from one place to another. Whenever he 
got any leisure he devoted himself to the study of 
some book; and in this respect his interests were 
many. He even studied a book on physiology. It 
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contained an account of the human body, its limbs, 
muscles and arteries. To him it appeared as if 
the account was not based on truth. But he did 
not like to form his opinion till he had tested for 
himself whatever he had read. 

After this Swami Dayanand visited Cawnpore 
and Allahabad, two famous cities in the United 
Provinces. Then he made up his mind to see the 
source of the river Narmada. He hoped he would 
be able to find some yogis there. For many 
months he wandered along the banks of this river, 
but nowhere did he come across a holy man. Still 
he did not give up hope. 

These were the most difficult years in the life of 
Swami Dayanand. He had to bear cold and 
hunger and had to pass sleepless nights. Many a 
time he had no place of shelter, and very often 
his life was in danger. He had no companion 
during these travels, but was all alone. Still he 
endured all these hardships simply because he 
wanted to find a guru who would teach him true 
wisdom and right conduct. It may be asked, 
What is the good of a guru? But it should be 
understood that according to the Hindu Shastras 
nobody can perfect himself without sitting at the 
feet of a guru. 
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Swami Dayanand was now thirty-six years old, 
but he had acquired little of any value. He had 
travelled thousands of miles on foot and had seen 
many places, but he had not found anybody who 
could act as his true guide in life. This should 
not make us think that all these years had been 
altogether wasted. Swami Dayanand had hard- 
ened his body during these travels so that he 
could now stand cold and hunger as none else 
could. He had also acquired the capacity to 
suffer, to face disappointments and to put up 
with failures. He had also made use of his leisure 
in the study of books. Thus the good which 
these travels had done to his body, mind and soul, 
was immense. 
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There is a well-known saying, “‘ Seek, and ye 
shall find.”” And this proved true in the case of 
Swami Dayanand. He learnt from somebody that 
at Muttra, the famous home of Lord Krishna, 
lived a learned man. He was Swami Virjanand, 
a blind monk of eighty. He was well versed in 
Sanskrit grammar, and was known far and wide 
as an able student of the Vedas. Pupils came 
from all parts of India to read with him. 

Swami Dayanand turned his footsteps that way. 
One morning he reached Muttra. There he en- 
quired about the place where Swami Virjanand 
lived. In a short time he found himself in front 
of a small, low house. With trembling hands he 
knocked at its door. A voice asked from within, 
“Who are you? ”’ 

“A sanyasi,”’ said Swami Dayanand. 

“What brings you here?” asked the voice 
again. 

““I wish to study under your guidance,” said 
the Swami. 
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‘Have you read anything so far?” asked the 
voice. 

‘TI have read a few books,’’ Swami Dayanand 
said. 

‘““What are they?’ Swami Virjanand asked. 

““T have studied Sanskrit grammar, astrology 
and the Puranas,” said Swami Dayanand. 

‘““Unlearn what you have learnt so far,” com- 
manded Swami Virjanand. “If you have any 
books with you throw them into the river. They 
will be of no use to you in future.” 

When Swami Dayanand heard it he did not 
know what to do. The few books he had with 
him he prized dearly. He had got them after 
much toil and trouble, for it should be remem- 
bered that in those days when there were not 
many printing presses, books could not be had as 
easily as they can be now. Still he knew that it 
would not be wise to disobey his guru. He 
therefore flung them into the river. While doing 
so he felt as if he was losing something very dear 
to him. 

Swami Dayanand then began to read with 
Swami Virjanand. But he could not apply him- 
self whole-heartedly to his studies because of a few 
difficulties. In the first place, he had no satis- 
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factory arrangements for his food. For a few days 
he cooked his meals himself, but soon he found it 
dificult to do so. But a man named Amar Lal 
came to his rescue. The Swami has written about 
him in his autobiography, “I can never forget 
the kindness which this gentleman showed to me 
when I was a student. He made satisfactory 
arrangements for my books and food. Even when 
he had to dine out himself, he never forgot to 
cook a meal at home for me. Only after doing 
so would he go out. I have found very few 
men in this world who are as large-hearted as 
he was.” 

But this was not the only difficulty Swamiji had 
to face. He wanted to read at night, but this 
could not be done without oil and lamp. He 
found it difficult to get these. But even this 
difficulty was overcome when a kind-hearted person 
bought a lamp and oil for him. 

Swami Virjanand liked his new pupil very much. 
He liked his love of hard work and his earnestness. 
He never found him slack or careless. All these 
things pleased him very much, but what pleased 
him most was his devotion. Swami Dayanand 
was always anxious to please his teacher, and 
was prepared to serve him in every way. For his 
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sake he was ready to do even the humblest and 
meanest of work. 

We know that Swami Virjanand was blind. It 
was, therefore, not possible for him to move out 
of his house for his morning bath. Still he 
wanted to have it every morning at about 3 o’clock, 
for he was a very early riser. So Swami Dayanand 
used to bring water from the Jumna for him at 
that early hour of the morning. He fetched 
about twelve pitchers of water every day for the 
guru’s bath. But this was not the only thing 
he did for him. He also swept the floor of his 
house. 

One day, it is said, Swami Dayanand swept the 
rooms, but forgot to throw away the rubbish. 
It all lay in a heap in one corner of the house. 
Unfortunately Swami Virjanand happened to tread 
on it, while walking about the room. Now Swami 
Virjanand was one of those persons who are 
easily provoked to anger. And when once he 
was provoked, he often became brutal. As soon 
as he discovered his pupil’s carelessness he took 
up a stick lying in a corner and began to beat 
Swami Dayanand with it mercilessly. He con- 
tinued to belabour him with the stick, till it 
dropped from his smarting hands. But Swami 
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Dayanand put up with all this patiently. He 
did not utter a word of complaint or a cry of 
pain. 

As soon as the guru ceased to beat him, 
Swami Dayanand began to press his hands. 
He then said in a most humble manner, ‘‘ Most 
reverend guru, I hope this has not hurt your 
hands. My body has been hardened by years of 
penance, and I am sure you must have felt it 
very irksome to beat me. If I ever offend you 
again and you want to punish me, you should 
not do it yourself. Ask somebody else to do it 
for you and your hands will not smart so with 
the pain.” 

It is not known what Swami Virjanand said 
at that time, but he must have been touched 
by these words. It is said that Swami Dayanand 
bore the scars of this punishment to the last 
day of his life. He very often pointed to them 
with pride and said, “It was my capacity to 
bear pain like this that endeared me to my 
teacher.” 

Swami Dayanand lived at Muttra for about two 
years and a half. During this time he did his 
best to please his guru. He did so by his hard 
work, his capacity for service and his readiness 
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to obey his teacher at all times. But now the 
time came when he had to leave, for he had 
finished his studies. But before he did so, 
he had to present some offering to his guru. 
That is known as Guru Dakhshina, and is a 
very ancient custom. 

It should be remembered that in days gone by 
there were no schools and colleges in India, as 
there are at present. Students read at path- 
shalas where they paid no fees. But as soon 
as a student completed his studies, he had to 
take some kind of offering to his guru. It was 
often a very paltry thing. It was valued not 
on account of its price, but because it was a 
token of the giver’s sincere gratitude and loving 
devotion. 

Swami Dayanand had no money. It was not 
possible for him to buy any expensive gift for 
his guru. So he purchased a few cloves with 
the little money he had saved on his food and 
other things. With these he went to Swami 
Virjanand. Needless to say he felt very sad that 
day. 

He took the humble offerings and presented 
them to the guru. The guru was sad at losing 
this obedient and intelligent pupil. He said to 
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him, “I bless you with all my heart and pray 
to God to grant you a long life. May you live 
to do good to your country and mankind.” En- 
couraged by these words Swami Dayanand pre- 
sented him the offering, but the guru refused. ‘“‘ I 
do not want them,” said he. “ They are of no 
use to me.” 

Swami Dayanand felt puzzled at this and said, 
“* What can I do, sir, to please you? I wish I 
could have brought something else. But, as you 
know, I am too poor; I could not afford anything 
else. Still I am at your service. I will do any- 
thing you want.” 

‘“‘ I do not want the gift you have brought,” said 
Swami Virjanand, “ but I want something else 
from you. It is something you already have and 
can part with very easily.” 

“TI do not know what you mean, sir,” said 
Swami Dayanand. ‘‘ What else have I with me? 
Whatever I have is yours.” 

‘ Tf that is the case,” said Swami Virjanand, “ I 
want you to devote your life to the service of man- 
kind. This is the Guru Dakhshina that J demand 
of you. The world knows nothing about the 
Vedas, which are a treasure-house of divine know- 
ledge; you must go all over the country and preach 
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their message to the people. You know that 
India is full of darkness and ignorance; you must 
show its people the light of knowledge. The 
Hindus do not worship the one, true God, but 
innumerable gods and goddesses. Tell them how 
wrong itis. ‘To-day Indians follow a large number 
of religions; you should persuade them to follow 
the religion preached in the Vedas. Try to 
abolish all evil customs and teach people the 
blessings of Brahmcharva or celibacy. The 
Aryans are in a very miserable plight. Go forth 
and reform them. This is the service I desire 
from you. You should realise that other gifts 
cannot please me in any way.” 

‘T will gladly do as you wish, sir,”’ said Swami 
Dayanand. 

“ But it is not as easy as you think,” said Swami 
Virjanand. “ If you want to do these things you 
must learn to live for others and not for yourself. 
You must be ready to face troubles and disap- 
pointments, sorrows and failures. You must 
promise me that you will never deviate from 
your path.” 

‘* It shall be as you wish,” said Swami Dayanand. 
““{T will dedicate my whole life to the service of 
mankind. Please give me your blessing so that I 
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may succeed in my mission. I cannot thank you 
enough for all that you have done for me. You 
have really made a man of me.” 

“God be with you,” said Swami Virjanand. 
And so the guru and the pupil parted. 
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AT HARDWAR 


Swami Dayanand was now thirty-nine years of 
age. By now his heart burnt with the desire to 
serve his country-men and to spread the message 
of the Vedas everywhere. To do so he visited 
such places as Agra, Jaipur and Ajmer. Wherever 
he went he delivered lectures and held debates, 
but they did not seem to produce much effect. 

Two years passed away in this manner. Then 
Swami Dayanand learnt about a big fair that was 
to be held at Hardwar. It is known as the Kumbh 
Fair, and is held once in twelve years. “ Here is 
an opportunity for me,” said Swami Dayanand to 
himself. “I must go to Hardwar and expound 
my views. Such opportunities do not come very 
often, so I should not miss it.”” With this in view 
he went to Hardwar. 

He saw many thousands of people there. All 
these thought that a mere bath in the Ganges 
was enough to carry them to heaven. Swami 
Dayanand felt great pity for them because of their 
misplaced piety and ignorance. He also saw many 
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sadhus there. They were of all sorts and pro- 
fessed different faiths. Some of them were known 
as Vairagis, that is people who had given up 
everything. Some were Udasis, people who were 
indifferent to everything in this world. Some 
were Nangas, that is, people who went about 
naked, showing that they did not wish to possess 
even so much as a piece of loin-cloth. Others 
were Nirmalas, or the people who had purged 
themselves of everything evil and impure. All 
these had given up the world. 

They had all come there to attain salvation. 
They thought that the water of the Ganges was 
sacred and that a bath in it would rid a man of 
all his sins. So they quarrelled with one another 
as to who should have the privilege of entering the 
Ganges first. The Vairagis said, ‘“‘ We are the 
followers of Rama, and Rama is the greatest of all 
the gods; we will, therefore, go in first.” 

The Nangas said, “‘ We will go in first, as we are 
the most self-sacrificing of all the sadhus. We 
do not even put on a piece of cloth.” Thus there 
was a lot of wrangling among them. 

So much for the sadhus. Men of the world 
were equally bad. They also quarrelled with one 
another for trying to have the privilege of bathing 
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first in the river. In this way many persons were 
drowned or met with some other kind of death, 
but they did not mind. On the other hand, they 
thought that a death of this kind was a direct 
road to heaven. 

Swami Dayanand felt depressed at all this. 
Wherever he cast his eyes around, he saw ignor- 
ance and superstition. What was he to do under 
such circumstances? After thinking for a long 
time he pitched his camp on the road which leads 
from Hardwar to Rishi Kesh. There he unfurled 
his flag. It was a flag of revolt and was described 
as “‘ The flag for the Demolition of Superstition 
and Fraud.” ‘This described Swami Dayanand’s 
attitude correctly. He was out to destroy all the 
superstitions of the past. But his message was 
not merely negative and destructive; it was also 
positive and constructive. 

“Why do you Indians waste your life in idol- 
worship?’ he asked. ‘‘ Worship the one, true 
God, who has created us all and looks after us 
all. You will not gain anything by worshipping 
your gods and goddesses. ‘These things are against 
the injunctions of the Vedas. You should not 
imagine that a mere dip in the Ganges can take 
you to heaven. What determines a man’s fate 
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is his actions. ‘As you sow, so shall you reap.’ 
If it were possible to attain salvation by a mere 
dip in the Ganges, the fish and the frogs that live 
in it would long ago have attained it. I exhort 
you not to be misled by these things. Follow 
the Vedic religion and you will be worthy of your 
forefathers.” 

Such words of truth stirred everybody. But 
though many went to hear Swami Dayanand, none 
cared to act up to his advice. This made him 
sad. He felt the truth and force of Swami Vir- 
janand’s remarks that the people of India were 
sunk in ignorance and had forgotten the real 
object of their life. 

But Swami Dayanand was not one of those men 
who always blame others and not themselves. He 
felt that he was not yet equal to his great task. 
He must practise more austerities in order to fit 
himself better for the task. So he once again left 
Hardwar and went to the forests. But before he 
did so, he sent a sovereign, some muslin and a 
copy of his commentary on the Vedas to Swami 
Virjanand as a humble gift. For himself he put 
off all his clothes and gave up whatever else he 
had. Then he took a vow of silence, because 
instead of talking he wanted to think over the 
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great problems. He also wanted to learn to bear 
hunger and cold and have the fewest possible 
needs. 

Swamiji underwent this penance for two years. 
Those days in his life were very hard. He wore 
no clothes on his body excepting a loin-cloth. He 
spent all his time on the snowy peaks of the hills 
or on the far-off banks of the Ganges. He had 
nothing but the roots and herbs of the forest to 
eat. He spent all his time usefully, meditating 
on God, and thinking about the problems that 
faced him. It was this self-discipline that stood 
him in great stead afterwards and gave him his 
great hold on the people. 

Swami Dayanand had very strictly kept his 
vow of silence all this time, but one day he 
could not help breaking it. It happened like this. 
He was sitting all alone in a quiet spot when a 
man went up to him and said, ‘‘ The Bhagwat 
Puran is far better than the Vedas.” As soon as 
Swami Dayanand heard it, he felt it his duty to 
contradict him. So he broke his vow and began 
to discuss the matter with him. 
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After this he set out on his travels and began to 
explain the nature of his mission. Wherever he 
went he said, ‘ The water of the Ganges can make 
our body clean, but it cannot make our mind pure. 
God is everywhere and it is useless to worship 
idols. As a man sows, so does he reap. Man 
should, therefore, try to do good and noble 
deeds.” 

These noble words of Swami Dayanand were 
liked by some and were disliked by others. The 
Brahmins particularly took strong objection to 
them. One of them, Pandit Hara Ballabh of 
Karnwas, came forward and challenged Swami 
Dayanand to argue the matter out with him. The 
Swami was always glad to do this; and the dis- 
cussion which was carried on in Sanskrit lasted 
for a week. But Swamiji won the day and the 
Pandit found that he could not prove his point. 
The discussion, however, led to a very, interesting 
development. The Pandit had brought with him 
his idols and had boasted that he would make 
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Swami Dayanand bow before them. But at the 
end of the discussion he himself admitted the 
futility of idol-worship and threw all the idols 
into the river. 

This action of the Pandit was very much criti- 
cised by everybody. It was particularly objected to 
by Rao Karan Singh, of that place. His eyes were 
red with anger as he went up to Swamiji and spoke 
insulting words to him. 

But Swami Dayanand remained as calm as ever. 
This further added to the Rao’s sense of injury at 
what had already been done. So he stormed and 
raged all the more. At this the Swami said, “I 
am a sanyasi and I do not want to fight anybody. 
If you want to fight, you will find in the Rajas 
of Jaipur and Jodhpur your match. You should 
go to them and not come to me for this purpose. 
One thing I can do for you, however, and that is 
to tell you something about religion. If that is 
what you want you can sit down and listen to 
me.” 

Rao Karan Singh’s fury knew no bounds. He 
could hardly control himself. He drew his sword 
from its scabbard and made for the Swami. But 
Swami Dayanand was prepared for this. As soon 
as Karan Singh came forward, Swamiji snatched 
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the sword away from his hands. Then he broke 
it into two pieces and said, “‘ Please go home and 
do not think about it any more. I am a sanyasi 
and it is not my business to fight or to take revenge 
upon anybody. It is my duty only to endure and 
to forgive.” 

Then Karan Singh left the place apparently 
ashamed of himself. But he planned secretly some 
kind of revenge on Swami Dayanand. He got 
hold of some roughs, whom he bribed to murder 
Swami Dayanand. ‘T’hese desperadoes went to 
take Swami Dayanand’s life, but they dared not. 
No sooner did they see him than their hearts 
failed. “‘ How can we kill this man who is so 
holy and godly?” they said to one another. So 
they went back without doing him any harm. 

After this Swami Dayanand visited many places, 
such as Farukhabad and Cawnpore. In the 
month of October, 1876, he went to Benares. 
There a very important debate was held between 
Swamiji on one side and the Brahmins on the 
other. It is said the opponents of Swamiji 
numbered several thousands and included, amongst 
others, the Maharaja of Benares. Swamiji put his 
case very well and convinced the Pandits. When 
they found their arguments were of no avail they 
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began to insult Swamiji. But he remained very 
cool and calm. The result was that many Brah- 
mins, his opponents only a few minutes before, 
came to be convinced of the truth of his case. 
This was no mean achievement, for Benares is 
the stronghold of orthodoxy. Yet Swamiji suc- 
ceeded in making an impression even there. 


Page 236 


IN CALCUTTA AND BOMBAY 


After a tour in the U.P. Swami Dayanand went 
to Bengal. In Calcutta he met two of the greatest 
Indians of the last century. Both of them were 
leaders of the Brahmo Samaj. One of these was 
Maharishi Davendra Nath Tagore, father of Sir 
Rabindra Nath ‘Tagore, a religious reformer and 
mystic. The other was Babu Keshab Chandra 
Sen, another religious reformer. Maharishi Dav- 
endra Nath Tagore grew so fond of Swami 
Dayanand that he asked him, during his stay, to 
make a speech every day in the hall of his big 
house. 

Keshab Chandra Sen also was struck with the 
ability and earnestness of Swamiji, and said to 
him one day, “‘ I wish you knew English. In that 
case, I would have asked you to go to England. 
There you would have done much good to your 
cause by your fine speeches.”” But Swami Day- 
anand replied, ‘‘ I do not know why you are so 
sorry that I do not know English. You may not 
know but I am full of regret that you do not know 
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Sanskrit. If you had known it, you would have 
done much valuable service to your country.” 
However, Swamiji accepted Keshab Chandra 
Sen’s suggestions in other respects. For instance, 
he did not put on any clothes except a piece 
of loin-cloth. But Keshab Chandra Sen in- 
sisted that he should wear a few more clothes, 
because he had to tour all over India. Swamiji 
agreed with this suggestion and did as he was 
requested. 

It was one of the most beautiful traits in Swami 
Dayanand’s character that he accepted without 
hesitation whatever good he found in others. 
But he never listened to anything that was untrue 
or unworthy. 

After touring in Bengal, Swami Dayanand went 
to Bombay. There he founded the first Arya 
Samaj. He received an invitation from the people 
of Poona to visit that city and he accepted it. 
There he met one of the most able Indians of 
that time—Mr. Mahadev Gobind Ranade. Mr. 
Ranade became one of his great admirers and 
made arrangements that Swamiji should be 
taken through the city in procession. When this 
was done he himself looked after every detail of 
the arrangement. Swami Dayanand was made 
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to ride on a big white elephant through the streets 
of the town. But his foes did not regard this with 
much favour. So they blackened one man’s face 
and made him ride on an ass. They took this 
man through the city and said, “ This is Swami 
Dayanand.” Somebody conveyed this news to 
Swami Dayanand, but he did not feel hurt by it. 
He only said, “ These people are ignorant. ‘The 
day is not far off when they will know what is 
truth.” 

In 1877 Lord Lytton, then Viceroy of India, 
held a durbar at Delhi. This was attended by 
Rajas and Maharajas and other prominent people 
from all over India. Swami Dayanand also went 
there, because he thought it a golden opportunity 
to: spread his ideas. There he came in contact 
with the leaders of thought from all over India. 
Keshab Chandra Sen he already knew; but he also 
met there Babu Nabin Chandra Rai, Babu Harish 
Chandra Chintamani and L. Kanhya Lal Alakh- 
dari. All these men came to have a great regard 
for him and listened to him with respect. He 
often sent for them at his place of residence and 
told them of the beauties of the Vedic religion. 
He asked every one of them to work for the common 
good of India. 
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After this there was held a fair at Chandpur. 
Learned Hindus, Mohammadans and Christians 
came to this fair. Many discussions, in which 
every one explained the good points of his religion, 
were held. Swami Dayanand tried to show how 
the Vedic Dharma was the most satisfying of all 
religions. But this was challenged by some 
Mohammadan and Christian scholars. So he held 
discussions with all of them on this point and con- 
vinced them of its truth. 

So great was Swami Dayanand’s reputation at 
that time that people from outside India also came 
to see him. ‘Two such persons were Col. Olcott 
and Madam Blavatsky, the two founders of the 
Theosophical Society. Both of them had feelings 
of deep respect for Swami Dayanand. They even 
called him Guru Deva, by which name one’s 
religious preceptor is usually addressed. Swami 
Dayanand liked them very much, but after a 
time he learnt that these people had faith in things 
he could not accept. So he disowned them. 
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Swami Dayanand then paid a visit to the 
Punjab. He visited every important town in this 
province and delivered lectures there. People 
flocked to his lectures. Wherever he went he 
produced a very good impression. After some 
time he established an Arya Samaj at Lahore. 
Many educated persons joined the Arya. Samaj 
and became its great supporters. 

Though Swami Dayanand was treated by most 
people with respect there were some who tried to 
rob him of his good name. At Amritsar, during 
one of his lectures, some people tried to create a 
disturbance. They even abused him loudly. A few 
went so far as to throw stones and brickbats at 
him. But Swami Dayanand did not mind these 
insults. He only said, ‘‘ Those who throw stones 
at me to-day will one day shower flowers on me. 
If I am abused now by some I do not mind, 
because J know these very people will hold me in 
high esteem some day.” 
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Swami Dayanand was not afraid of anything. 
He never hesitated to speak the truth. He was, 
above all, a great lover of the Vedic religion and 
tried to defend it at all costs. At Amritsar, it is 
said, the Commissioner, who was a Christian, 
met him and began to speak ill of the Vedic 
religion. He said that it was as frail as a piece 
of cotton. But Swamyi then replied, “ This 
is not so. It is as strong as an anchor of 
steel.” 

Swami Dayanand visited many places in the 
Punjab such as Gurdaspur, Jullundur, Ferozepur, 
Rawalpindi, Jhelum, Gujrat, Gujranwala, Multan 
and Wazirabad. At Jullundur a very interesting 
thing happened. S. Bikram Singh was a rich 
and respectable citizen of that place. He often 
came to listen to Swami Dayanand’s discourses. 
One of these discourses was on Brahmcharya, in 
which Swami Dayanand dwelt on its advantages. 
In it he said, “‘ Brahmcharya works wonders. It 
prolongs a man’s life. It fortifies one’s character. 
It enables a man to hold fast to his convictions 
even at the cost of his life.”” After listening to all 
this the Sardar said, ‘‘ How can you prove all 
this?’ Swami Dayanand said, “‘ One of these 
days you will see for yourself.” 
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The Sardar was in the habit of driving in his 
coach every evening. Swami Dayanand knew 
this and followed him quietly one evening. The 
Sardar had not gone very far, when he found 
that the horses refused to move any further. The 
coachman did his very best, but the coach did 
not move. The horses exerted themselves, but 
it was of no avail. This went on for some time 
till the Sardar lost all patience. It seemed to 
him as if somebody was holding the coach back 
from behind. When the Sardar looked behind he 
found that Swami Dayanand was there, holding the 
back wheel with nothing but his naked hands. 
When the Sardar saw this, his surprise knew no 
bounds. At once he realized what a fine proof 
Swami Dayanand had given of the power of 
Brahmcharya. 

Swami Dayanand went to Wazirabad, where he 
delivered many lectures. One day while he was 
making a speech some evil-minded person flung 
a stone at him. This struck his forehead and hurt 
him very badly. Blood began to flow, but he 
quietly wiped it off with a piece of cloth and went 
on with his speech. ‘This self-possession of Swami 
Dayanand impressed people very much and they 
all admired him for it. It was no wonder that 
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afterwards the Punjab became the biggest centre 
of Swami Dayanand’s work. 

The United Provinces of Agra and Oudh had 
a great attraction for Swami Dayanand. The 
people of that province were his great admirers 
and loved to have him in their midst. So they 
sent many invitations to him to come there. In 
the end, he obliged them by visiting their province. 
First he went to Roorkee where his lectures 
were attended not only by Indians but also by 
Europeans, including the Commander-in-Chief. 
Then he visited Aligarh, Ajmer, Meerut and other 
places. Wherever he went hundreds of people 
listened to his lectures. 

In 1878 Swami Dayanand again went to Hard- 
war where the Kumbh fair was being held. But 
there was a great difference between the Swami 
Dayanand of that day and the one of an earlier 
day. Years before he had gone there without 
friends or followers, and his message was heard 
by few. But now Swami Dayanand was a well- 
known person. People now regarded him as a fear- 
less advocate of truth, and a lover of the Vedas. 
He had a warm reception. 

On his arrival he met an eighty-year-old sanyasi 
named Anand Ghan. He had a large number of 
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disciples with him and went to attend Swamiji’s 
lecture. On hearing the lecture he felt drawn 
towards the Swami on account of his great learning 
and purity. So he became one of the Swami’s 
disciples, and received the following } beautiful 
piece of advice. ‘‘ God is everywhere. He is all- 
powerful and knows everything. We should wor- 
ship Him only and no one else. Real peace of 
mind can be attained only when one follows the 
Vedic religion.” 

So great was the reputation of Swami Dayanand 
as a speaker and saint that he was in demand 
everywhere. He was, therefore, asked to visit 
Dehradun, Saharnpur, Meerut, Muradabad, Bar- 
eilly, Furukhabad, Patna and Mirzapur. He even 
went to Benares once again. While he was there 
he had another discussion with the Pandits. 
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Once Swami Dayanand went to Rajputana where 
he visited many Indian States. Everywhere he 
was well received and his lectures were heard by 
thousands of people. He delivered his message 
wherever he went, and became very successful 
with his results. The people realized the truth 
of what he said and promised to reform themselves 
and society. 

But Swami Dayanand did not only spend his 
time in delivering speeches. He also wrote books 
in his leisure. Some of these books, such as the 
Satyarath Prakash and the Sanskar Vidhi, are 
read even to this day. But more important than 
these is his commentary on the Vedas. It is a 
thing of its own, and has been appreciated by 
scholars all over the world. It is this which gives 
Swami Dayanand his unique place amongst the 
great men of India. 

Swami Dayanand had already done much for 
his country and its people. He had established 
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many Arya Samajes which had many thousands 
of members. But he was not yet satisfied. It 
was his dream that Arya Samajes should be estab- 
lished at every place in India. It was also his 
desire that the Vedas should be studied by every- 
body. He wanted no place to be without an 
Arya Samaj and no home to be without the 
Vedas. 

It was to realize this dream that Swami Dayanand 
travelled everywhere. He was even invited by the 
Maharaja to go to Jodhpur. This Maharaja was 
not the first one to send him an invitation. Many 
other rulers of States had already listened to 
him and become his disciples. Still some people 
tried to dissuade him from going to Jodhpur. 
They said, “The people of Jodhpur are very 
orthodox and ignorant. They may not like 
your criticism of their religion, and may even 
do harm to you.” But these words had no effect 
on Swami Dayanand. “I must do my duty 
at all costs,” he said. ‘“‘I do not care for 
what happens to me. I do not even care very 
much for my life. I would, indeed, feel very 
happy if I lost my life in the service of my 
country. I must go, therefore, and give the 
people my message.” 
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So Swami Dayanand went to Jodhpur, where 
many people heard his speeches. The Maharaja, 
too, sent for him and listened to his words. This 
had a very good effect on him, and he began 
to reform his life. But he did not do so as 
quickly as Swami Dayanand wished. Neverthe- 
less Swami Dayanand exercised a great influence 
for good on him and had access to him at all 
times. 

One day Swami Dayanand paid an unexpected 
visit to the palace. To his surprise and disap- 
pointment he saw there something which was 
much against his wishes. He found the Maharaja 
in undesirable company. But as soon as the 
Maharaja found he was there, he sent the people 
away. 

But Swami Dayanand could not forget this 
easily. It pained him to find that the Maharaja 
was not as good as he had expected. So he 
reproached him for his conduct in a very bold 
manner. He said, ‘Remember, O King, you 
are a man of great importance, but these persons 
are of low degree. A man of your position should 
not keep company with such persons.” But he 
was not content with saying this much. On reach- 
ing his place of residence, he sent the Maharaja 
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a letter. He explained to him the duties of a 
king. “ O King,” he wrote, “it is your duty to 
set a good example to your subjects, for you should 
know that they will follow in your footsteps. If 
you plant rose-trees they will do the same, 
but if you plant thorns they will also do the 
same.” 

This had the desired effect on the Maharaja. 
He therefore dismissed these persons from his 
service, among them being a woman. But she 
was a very wicked woman and felt this insult 
keenly. She also knew who was responsible for 
it. She therefore sought the help of some wicked 
persons in order to teach Swami Dayanand a 
lesson. They advised her to poison him. For 
some days she did not know how to do it. At last 
she bribed Swami Dayanand’s cook. She asked 
him to administer a very deadly poison. 

The cook was a very wicked man. He readily 
consented to take Swami Dayanand’s life. So 
one day he mixed finely-ground glass with the 
sugar for Swami Dayanand’s cup of milk. 

No sooner did Swami Dayanand take it than 
he began to feel very bad. To begin with, he had 
some pain in his stomach. Then he began to 
feel as if he were suffering from cholera. At 
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last he found it difficult even to sit or stand. The 
pain became unbearable. 

Very soon he learnt what the trouble was. So 
he sent for his cook, Jagan Nath. As soon as 
he came into Swami Dayanand’s presence, he 
began to beg for mercy. At this some of the 
disciples of Swami Dayanand demanded that he 
should be handed over to the police without any 
delay. 

But Swami Dayanand did not feel like doing 
that. He said to them, “‘ I do not know what you 
mean. It is true I am suffering from much pain, 
but this is the result of my own actions. What 
is to happen must happen. Why should this 
man suffer? We should show mercy to him and 
he should be forgiven.” 

The cook was listening to all this with folded 
hands. Swami Dayanand then turned to him 
and said, ‘‘ Get away from this place as soon as you 
can. If these people once find out what you 
have done, your life and limb will not be safe. 
As for me, I forgive you. Here is some money. 
This will enable you to live for some days in 
safety and comfort. It is really a pity you should 
have tried to take my life for the sake of a few 
rupees.” 
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Swami Dayanand then handed him some 
money. With this he fled to a distant place in 
Nepal and thus saved his life. It is said that 
he came back to India after some years. He 
was then dressed as a fakir and was sincerely 
ashamed of his action. ‘To Swami Dayanand 
he had nothing but feelings of gratitude. “‘ He 
was a good and kind man,” he said. “ He 
returned good for evil. I took his life, but he 
saved mine.” 

For some days Swami Dayanand stayed at 
Jodhpur and was treated by eminent physicians. 
But in spite of the best medical aid he grew worse 
and worse. His followers and disciples were 
alarmed at his condition and took him to Mount 
Abu for a change. But even there his condition 
did not improve. He was then brought to Ajmer. 
There, after suffering from much agony, he 
breathed his last on the 30th of October, 1883. 
It was the night of Dewali when the Hindus had 
lighted thousands of tiny lamps. But, alas! this 
great light of culture and learning was extinguished 
that very night. 

The last moments of Swami Dayanand’s life 
were very impressive. Even though he was suffer- 
ing from great pain he did not betray any signs of 
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it. His face retained its calm expression to the 
last, and on his lips played a peculiar smile. The 
last words that he uttered were words of faith and 
hope. He said, ‘“‘O God, Thy will be done! ” 
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Swami Dayanand was a Brahmchari, that is to 
say, he kept up his vow of celibacy throughout his 
life. He derived all his strength and courage 
from it. There is a story which proves this. 
Swami Dayanand was once staying at Mirzapur in 
the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh. One 
day he went out for a walk in the company of 
some people. He was walking along a narrow 
pathway, when he saw a very big bull running 
towards him. The bull seemed to be in a fury, 
for his eyes shot fire and his tail was in the air. 
No sooner did Swami Dayanand’s companions 
see this than they ran for their lives. But Swami 
Dayanand was not afraid. He stood there, calm 
and firm. ‘T’o the great surprise of everybody, the 
bull never made for Swami Dayanand, but went 
off in a different direction. 

When all was over, one of his companions said 
to him, “ Sir, you ran a great.deal of risk in doing 
that. What would have happened if the bull had 
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tried to toss you with its horns.’ Swami 
Dayanand smiled when he heard this and said 
in a tone of unconcern, “‘ The bull would not have 
done any harm to me. I would have driven it 
away with the strength of my arms.” These were 
no idle words. They were quite true. Swami 
Dayanand possessed a great deal of strength and 
was very confident of it. This was due to his 
vow of celibacy. This was not an easy thing for 
him to do. But Swami Dayanand held nothing 
dearer in his life than this. 

Swami Dayanand never used his strength for 
doing harm to others. He used it always for 
their good. His strength was equalled only by 
his mercy. None could be more kind and com- 
passionate than he. It has already been shown 
how mercifully he treated his cook who had 
poisoned him. He did the same in the case of 
another man also. 

This man was a very poor Brahmin of Anoop 
Shahar. When Swami Dayanand went there he 
delivered a number of lectures. Many of these 
were against some of the most cherished beliefs 
of the orthodox Brahmins, such as idol-worship. 
His lectures, therefore, produced much ill-will 
against him in their hearts. Some of them planned 
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to poison him and they chose this man to effect 
their purpose. 

He went to Swami Dayanand and offered him 
his best regards. He even touched his feet and 
expressed to him his deep gratitude for what he 
had been doing for his people. ‘Then, as a token 
of his sincerity and good-will, he gave him a 
betel-leaf. Swamiji took it and began to chew 
it without knowing that it contained poison. But 
very soon he realized, on account of its peculiar 
taste, that it contained poison. He at once spat 
it out. Afterwards he performed certain yogic 
exercises to get over its evil effects. He then 
became quite well again. 

But the Brahmin was arrested and thrown into 
prison. This was done by an officer who was a 
great admirer of Swami Dayanand. He succeeded 
in arresting the criminal only after much trouble. 
He thought that by doing so he would win the 
favour of Swami Dayanand. But when he went 
to see him, Swami Dayanand was very cold towards 
him. He could not understand this and asked 
him the reason. Swami Dayanand said, “I can 
never forgive you for getting a poor Brahmin 
into trouble. You should not have thrown 
him into prison, but should have let him off. 
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Remember that I have come into this world 
to set people free and not to add to their 
miseries.” 

But this was not the only time when Swami 
Dayanand forgave his enemies. Once he was in 
Bombay delivering lectures on the Vedic religion. 
In some of these he tried to expose the leaders of 
other creeds. One of these was Ballabhacharya, 
a religious leader. This was much resented by 
his followers. Some of them went so far as to 
make plans about effecting his death. They 
bribed his servant. They even gave him a letter 
in writing which said that if he succeeded in 
killing Swami Dayanand, he would receive a reward 
of one thousand rupees. To begin with, they 
gave him five rupees in cash and five seers of 
sweets. 

Swami Dayanand somehow learnt of this. He 
at once sent for the servant and demanded from 
him the whole truth. The poor fellow began to 
tremble with fear. Then he fell at the feet of 
Swami Dayanand and told him the whole truth. 
He even gave him a copy of the agreement which 
had been drawn up. Swami Dayanand tore it into 
pieces and said, “Go away. I will not take any 
action against you. But remember it ts a sin to 
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make an attempt on anybody’s life. You should 
never be a party to a thing of this kind.” 

There is another incident which shows Swami 
Dayanand’s generosity and spirit of forgiveness. 
Once Swami Dayanand was at Allahabad where 
he was held in very high respect by very eminent 
citizens. One of his great admirers was Sir Sunder 
Lal, who was a judge of the Allahabad High Court. 
He went to see Swami Dayanand one morning but 
found him saying his prayers. He waited until 
Swami Dayanand had finished his prayers. He 
then had a talk with Swami Dayanand. After 
some time Sir Sunder Lal wanted to go away, 
but Swami Dayanand asked him to stay. He 
said he would show him something interesting 
very soon. 

Only a few minutes had passed, when a Brahmin 
came in. He seemed to be very pious and humble, 
and touched Swami Dayanand’s feet as soon as 
he came. In his hands he had a basket of sweets 
which he offered to Swamiji. Swami Dayanand 
accepted this present with thanks. He then took 
a piece of sweet from the basket and asked the 
Brahmin to eat it, but he would not. Swami 
Dayanand pressed him again and again, but he 
still refused. Sir Sunder Lal then took a piece 


Page 259 


Swamt Dayanand Saraswati 71 


from the basket and threw it toa dog. No sooner 
did the dog eat it, than it began to writhe with 
pain. In a short time it died. 

Sir Sunder Lal and his friends realized that the 
man had wanted to poison Swami Dayanand. 
They thought it proper, therefore, that he should 
be handed over to the police. ‘“‘ He must be 
brought to justice,” they said. But Swami Day- 
anand would not allow them to do so. He for- 
bade them to take any such steps. He just sent 
the Brahmin away after giving him a few words of 
advice. 

Swami Dayanand was a great lover of truth. 
Nothing on earth could tempt him to tell a lie. 
He was always prepared to speak the truth and 
say what he felt. None could stop him from 
this because he was not afraid of anybody. 

Once when he was in Bareilly he delivered a very 
fine lecture. This was attended not only by 
Indians but also by Englishmen. They included 
officials and priests as well as the Commissioner 
of the division. During his lecture Swami Day- 
anand criticised Christianity, a thing which was 
not liked by the Christians present. The Com- 
missioner was especially annoyed. He wanted to 
convey to Swami Dayanand that such criticism 
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was uncalled for, but he did not know how to do 
it. 

Soon he found a way. He sent for L. Lakshmi 
Narain, the Official ‘Treasurer, at whose bungalow 
Swami Dayanand was staying. He asked him to 
tell Swami Dayanand that he should not be so 
hard in his criticism of other religions. The 
gentleman promised to tell everything to the 
Swami. The very next day he went to see Swami 
Dayanand. On the way to the bungalow he 
kept repeating to himself what he wanted to say 
to Swamiji. But when he was face to face with 
him, he could not utter even a single word. But 
Swami Dayanand encouraged him to speak out 
his mind. It was then with great difficulty that 
he uttered a few words. Swami Dayanand, how- 
ever, understood what he had meant to say. 

Next day Swami Dayanand delivered another 
lecture at which the Commissioner was also present. 
During it Swami Dayanand said, “It is not an 
easy thing to speak the truth in this world. When 
I say something that I feel to be true, people get 
annoyed with me. One man comes and says 
that the Collector feels annoyed at my remarks. 
Another comes forward and says the Commis- 
sioner feels offended with me. A third man 
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comes to me and says that the Governor will 
prosecute me for what I have been saying. But 
I wish to say only one thing to these people. I 
will speak the truth, at all costs. I do not care 
who feels annoyed with it. I would do so even 
if an emperor were to feel offended with me. 
There is no greater sin than this, that a person 
should conceal from the world the truth as he 
sees it.” 

Swami Dayanand was once at Udaipur. ‘There 
he was a guest of the Maharaja, who treated him 
with the utmost respect. One day in the course 
of a talk he said to Swami Dayanand, “ Sir, in 
my State I have a big temple of Shiva. This has 
an estate of several lacs attached to it. If you 
care, I can appoint you its Mahant. But there is 
one condition; and it is this, that you will have to 
support idol-worship.”’ As soon as Swami Day- 
anand heard it, he felt sorry for the king. “ Alas! 
you misunderstand me,” he said. ‘“‘ Do you think 
I care for wealth or power? For me none of 
these things has any charm. I will do and say 
what my God bids; and I think it is His command 
that I should speak against idol-worship. Am I, 
therefore, not justified in obeying Him rather 
than you?” On hearing this, the king kept 
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silent. He did not dare afterwards speak a word 
about it to him. He felt that day that Swami Day- 
anand loved truth greatly and would not sacrifice 
it for anything in the world. 

Some people do not care for wealth but seek 
after fame. But Swami Dayanand did not care 
even for this. When the Arya Samaj was estab- 
lished at Lahore, its members requested him to 
permit them to call him their guru. But he did 
not approve of this. How could he when he did 
not crave for name or fame? He was, indeed, 
free from all selfishness and wished to work only 
for God. He said, “ God is the guru of us ail. 
What will you call Him if you call me your guru? 
Please remember that I am born to put an end to 
this kind of thing. How can I myself approve of 
it?” 

There is another story which shows the same 
thing. There once lived a poet named Shyam 
Dass, who was a great admirer of Swami Day- 
anand. One day he said to him, ‘“‘ You have done 
much for human beings, for which the Hindus in 
particular are very grateful to you. I think, out 
of our gratitude to you, we should build some 
memorial to your name.”’ To this Swami Day- 
anand replied, “ I do not want anything of the 
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kind. I do not wish to be remembered. I would 
sooner be forgotten. After my death I should 
prefer that my ashes be scattered over some field 
to be used as manure.” 

Swami Dayanand had the greatest regard for 
womanhood. Once he was taking a walk near 


Chiltaur in the company of his friends and | 


admirers. He had not gone very far when he 
saw a temple. In front of it he saw many chil- 
dren playing, a sight which always pleased him 
very much. It is said that on that occasion he 
folded his hands and bowed to them. A Brahmin 
who was observing all this felt very pleased at it. 
He had not gone very far when he said, “‘ You 
try your best to discredit idol-worship but you 
cannot. I was so pleased to see that you bowed 
before the idol in that temple.” As soon as 
Swami Dayanand heard it he laughed and said, 
“It is wonderful how you have misunderstood 
me.” ‘Then he pointed to a girl about five years 
old, who was playing with the children. 

‘Do you see that little girl? ” he asked. 

“Yes, I do,” said the Brahmin. 

“It is to her I bowed,” said Swami Dayanand. 
‘““ She represents motherhood, which has created 
usall. Don’t you think she deserves our respect? ” 
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“Yes, that is so,” said the Brahmin, “I am 
sorry that I misunderstood you.” 

‘There is no question of misunderstanding,” 
said Swami Dayanand. ‘‘ We must all honour 
women. It is they who build up nations.” 

Swami Dayanand was the kindest of persons. 
He was kind not only to men but also to 
beasts. Once he found a bullock-cart stuck in 
the mud on the road. The driver tried his 
utmost to urge the bullocks on, but they could 
not move forward. The driver whipped them 
again and again, but all in vain. ‘The oxen 
tried their best and strained hard, but the 
cart did not move. When Swamiji saw this 
he felt much pity for them. He walked straight 
into the mud. First he unharnessed the oxen 
and then he himself dragged the cart out of 
the mud. In this way, he came to the rescue of 
the oxen. 

Sometimes it is thought that Swami Dayanand 
was a great enemy of the Mohammadans and the 
Christians, but it is wrong to think like this. 
Swami Dayanand was a very good and noble 
person. He was liked equally by the Hindus, 
the Mohammadans and the Christians. It has 
already been pointed out that he had a large 
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number of Mohammadan admirers, a fact which 
shows that he taught even the Mohammadans to 
trust him. But he was trusted not only by ordinary 
Mohammadans. Great Mohammadans like Sir 
Syyad Ahmed also had a great regard for him, 
and were always pleased to listen to him. Even 
when Swami Dayanand came to Lahore, he found 
lodgings in the bungalow of a Mohammadan. On 
his death many Mohammadans felt sorry. They 
even wrote articles expressing grief at his death. 
They all said, “‘ It is really the misfortune of India 
that Swamiji has met with such an early death. 
If he had lived longer he would have done a lot 
of good to this country.” 

The same was the case with the Christians. As 
soon as Col. Olcott learnt about his death he called 
a meeting of condolence. At it he made a vigorous 
speech in praise of Swami Dayanand. 

Swami Dayanand had a fine sense of humour. 
Many a time this proved helpful to him. He used 
to say that it does one good to laugh sometimes. 
But Swami Dayanand not only laughed himself, 
he also made others laugh. He said once, 
““One who can laugh is always good-natured, 
and cannot be capable of much evil. On the 
other hand, a man who seldom laughs is bound 
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to be an evil-minded person.” Here are some 
stories which show Swami Dayanand’s sense of 
humour. 

One day a gentleman came to see Swami Day- 
anand, with the intention of insulting him. In 
order to do so he occupied a seat a little higher 
than that of Swami Dayanand. This was strongly 
objected to by many persons, but he did not listen 
to them. At this some people called him names 
and said, “‘ We will not permit you to sit there.” 
When Swami Dayanand heard of this, he calmed 
these people by saying, ‘‘ A man’s rank in life 
is not determined by the seat he occupies. Other 
things do that. Look at crows and sparrows that 
always sit on branches of trees which are much 
higher than the place where we sit. Surely 
the birds they are not better than we. In the 
same way, this gentleman is not better simply 
because he is occupying a higher seat in this 
room. If this were the case, crows and sparrows 
would be far better than we. For while we are 
always on the earth, they are to be found either 
perched on the branches of a tree or flying in 
the air.” 

Once Swami Dayanand said that it was useless 
to besmear one’s forehead with sandal. There- 
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upon a Brahmin said that one could attain to 
salvation if one did so. He also thought it 
necessary to rub ashes upon the body. But 
Swami Dayanand asked, ‘“‘ How can this be 
possible? If this were so, the donkey would get 
the best place in heaven, for it is always wallow- 
ing in the dust.” On hearing this the Pandit kept 
quiet. 

At one place Swami Dayanand said that it was 
no use having a mark on one’s forehead. But a 
Brahmin said that he who did not do so went to 
hell. ‘Thereupon Swami Dayanand said, “ You 
think you can go to heaven if you have a little 
black mark on your forehead. What will happen 
to you if you blacken your face entirely? No 
doubt you will go to the most beautiful spot in 
heaven.” 

When Swami Dayanand was at Lahore a gentle- 
man asked him, ‘“‘ Does a stone contain God, or 
not?” 

“Yes, it does,” replied Swami Dayanand. 

“‘ If that is so,” asked the Pandit, “‘ what harm 
is there in worshipping it?” 

Thereupon Swami Dayanand asked, ‘‘ Does this 
bell contain God or not?” 

** It does,” said the Brahmin. 
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““ IT wonder,” said Swami Dayanand, “ why you 
worship an idol, yet strike a bell with a piece of 
wood.” 

The Brahmin did not know what to say. 

One day Swami Dayanand was discussing idol- 
worship with a number of friends. One of them 
said, ‘‘ Idol-worship is essential, because it is a 
very old, time-honoured custom. Even the Gov- 
ernment knows its value. It has not, therefore, tried 
to modify or do away with this old custom.” 
Thereupon Swamiji asked, “ Sin is as old as the 
world. Do you think we should never make an 
effort to do away with it? ” 

Once some people were discussing the merits of 
a bath in the Ganges. One gentleman said, 
“Even a single bath in the Ganges is enough to 
wash all sins away.” 

“Tf this were so,” said Swami Dayanand, 
‘* fishes and crocodiles would indeed be the most 
blessed creatures, for all their sins would be for- 
given.” 

Upon this the gentleman said, “It is a pity 
you do not take my statement seriously.” 

Swami Dayanand said, “I do take it seriously. 
You say one’s sins are forgiven if one takes a bath 
in the Ganges. But what happens to him who is 
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thinking and doing evil even while he is taking a 
bath there?” The gentleman did not know what 
to say about this matter. 

After completing his education, Swami Day- 
anand went back to Muttra. There he held many 
discussions and delivered many discourses. Many 
learned Brahmins tried to get him into disgrace, 
but they failed. Therefore, they grew very jealous 
of him. ‘‘ We do not compare favourably with 
this man in point of scholarship,” said they. ‘‘ He 
beats us also so far as character is concerned. He 
is superior to us in every respect. If he goes on 
like this, we shall be ruined. Something must be 
done to degrade him in the eyes of the people.” 
They thought over this matter for a long time. 
Then they hit upon a plan. ‘‘ Let us send some 
bad woman to his place,” they said. ‘ She will 
go there and cause a disturbance. We shall be 
near at hand, and as soon as the woman gives the 
signal we shall go and help her. Then we shall 
be able to tell the people that Swami Dayanand is 
not a man of good character.” But, fortunately 
they did not succeed in their plans. Indeed, 
Swami defeated them in more ways than one, for 
he succeeded in converting the woman to a better 


life. 
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Swami Dayanand had the good of his country 
at heart. He wanted to make India better and 
happier. When he saw that his countrymen were 
in distress, he felt much pained. He spent days 
and nights thinking out how he could improve 
their condition. 

He was, however, particularly in touch with the 
Hindus, and tried his best to improve their 
condition. ‘This, he felt, could only be done if 
the Hindus were educated. So he asked people 
to start pathshalas and schools, gurukulas and 
colleges. While at Cawnpore he came to know 
two rich men. He asked them, “‘ Why do you 
waste money on constructing temples? If you 
were to spend this money on opening schools, 
orphanages, and widows’ homes, the country would 
profit immensely.” 

In the same way he met a very rich man at 
Farukhabad. He was about to construct a mag- 
nificent temple at a cost of thousands of rupees. 
‘* What good will it do to you or to your country? ” 
asked Swami Dayanand. “ It is no use building 
temples. They do not make anybody happy.” 
These words of Swami Dayanand had a great 
effect. The rich man at once converted the temple 
into a pathshala. It was the passion of the Swami’s 
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life to educate his countrymen. He himself tried 
to do much in this direction. For instance, he 
delivered lectures and held discourses for this 
purpose. He wrote many books and taught many 
students for the same reason. He spent all his 
life in educating people. It is no wonder that 
soon after his death the Arya Samaj founded 
a college in his memory. This is the Dayanand 
Anglo-Vedic College of Lahore, which was 
founded in 1886. 

Swami Dayanand was very keen on_ social 
reform. In this respect he did untold good for 
his countrymen. It is true he was misunderstood 
in his own day, but now people admire him for his 
courage and foresight. They are now often heard 
to say, “ But for him we should have remained 
ignorant and backward. It was the tenderness of 
his heart that was responsible for all this good 
work. He felt extremely pained to see the help- 
less condition of widows and orphans. ‘Through 
him orphanages and widows’ homes were estab- 
lished in many places.” 

Swami Dayanand knew that India was an 
agricultural country and required good bulls 
and cows. Bulls could be useful in ploughing 
the fields and cows could yield milk. But he 
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felt that the slaughter of cows was doing much 
harm. He therefore tried his best to put an 
end to it. For this purpose he got up a 
big memorial which was signed by Hindus, 
Mohammadans and Christians. All these people 
wanted the slaughter of cows to be forbidden 
by law. 

Swami Dayanand was in favour of the abolition 
of untouchability. He wanted people to treat 
the so-called depressed classes well. It is said 
at one place a barber brought food for him and 
Swami Dayanand partook of it without any hesita- 
tion. At another place a low-caste Hindu came 
to hear his lecture. As soon as the people saw 
him, they tried to send him away. But when 
Swami Dayanand came to know of it he took them 
to task for their narrow-mindedness. ‘‘ What right 
had you,” he asked, “to send this man away? 
He has as much right to hear my lectures as 
any high-caste Hindu. As the air is meant 
for all, so are the Vedas. As the sun gives heat 
and light to everybody, so does Dharma work 
for the good of all. All are welcome to listen 
to my lectures on Dharma. They are open to 
all, the rich and the poor, the great and the 
small.” 
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Swami Dayanand believed that the Vedic religion 
was meant for all. He wanted to bring even non- 
Hindus into its fold. He believed, therefore, in 
Shuddhi or the purification of the non-Hindus. 
One Malkana went to see Swami Dayanand and 
said, “I believe in the Vedic religion. I think 
it to be the best. Please let me know what I 
should do to become its follower.” “‘ Nothing is 
easier,” said Swami Dayanand. ‘‘ We will have 
to perform the purification ceremony and that 
will make you one of us. You must remember 
that our religion is meant for all and not only 
for a few.” 

In the same way a Mohammadan came to him 
one day and said, ‘‘I am impressed with what 
you say. I really believe what you say is true. 
Cannot I be one of you?” Swami Dayanand 
said that he was prepared to convert him to 
Hinduism, and did so. Once an Indian Christian 
came to hold a debate with Swami Dayanand. 
This gentleman had been a Christian for twelve 
years and was a very earnest preacher of his faith. 
But when he heard Swami Dayanand he began to 
think that the Vedic religion was the best of all. 
Swami Dayanand converted him also to his 
religion. Then he said, ‘“ The Vedic religion is 
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not meant only for the Hindus, but for every- 
body.” 

Nowadays we hear much about the equality 
of man and woman. It was Swami Dayanand, 
however, who first spoke in favour of granting 
freedom to women in India. Before he came 
women were thought to be inferior to men. They 
were regarded even as Shudaras. So they were 
never given any education and were kept ignorant. 
But he protested against all this. ““ Women should 
be treated well,” he said. “They should receive 
as much education as men do. Has not Manu, 
the great law-giver, said that where women 
are honoured, there the gods themselves dwell? 
They should be made good mothers and good 
wives.” 

Swami Dayanand was a great lover of Sanskrit, 
and for a long time he spoke and wrote only in 
this language. But he soon felt that he could not 
reach the hearts of the people by speaking that 
language. He therefore began to write and 
lecture in Hindi. If Hindi is now regarded as 
the lingua franca of India, much of the credit 
goes to Swami Dayanand. It was he who gave 
up his own mother-tongue for the sake of this 
language. He did so, because he thought that 
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India could become united only if it had one 
language. 

Thus we find there is hardly any kind of public 
service in which Swami Dayanand did not feel 
interested. If to-day we find so many people 
devoted to the welfare of their country, it is 
because of the inspiration they got from Swami 
Dayanand. Swami Dayanand’s message to public 
workers was this: ‘‘ Do not be contented merely 
with talk, for no good ever comes of it. Nor 
try merely to pass resolutions, for they do not 
carry people very far. But always strive to put 
into practice what you feel to be true. Learn 
to suffer for your convictions whenever the need 
be.” 

Swami Dayanand did not depend merely on 
individual efforts to carry into effect what he had 
taught. But he established the Arya Samaj for 
this purpose. There are about two thousand Arya 
Samajes all over the world at present and the 
number of its members is about ten lakhs. It 
has more than one thousand missionaries, some 
of whom are paid while others are honorary 
workers. It runs about six colleges and many 
high schools, Anglo-Vernacular middle schools 
and primary schools. It has colleges where 
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the indigenous system of medicine is taught. 
But besides these it has industrial schools, 
and schools for teaching only Sanskrit and 
Theology. 

The Gurukulas, which are residential schools 
imparting education through the medium of Hindi, 
are many. ‘These are situated away from cities, 
and every student there has to take a vow of celi- 
bacy up to the age of twenty-five. They are not 
given many chances of visiting the cities. Besides 
these the Arya Samaj runs some schools, colleges 
and Gurukulas for girls. 

But it is not only educational work that the 
Arya Samaj does. It also runs orphanages where 
little boys and girls are given education to fit them 
for some career in life. To relieve the sick it has 
established charitable dispensaries and hospitals, 
where thousands of suffering persons are treated 
with care. ‘The number of widows’ homes which 
it has started is quite large. ‘There widows are 
taught to read and write and to learn some handi- 
craft. 

But what the Arya Samaj has done directly is 
nothing when compared with what it has inspired 
others to do. Its indirect influence is far greater 
than its direct influence. It is said that there is 
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hardly any noble work of public good in India 
at present which does not derive its influence from 
the Arya Samaj. To-day we find in India many 
agencies for public welfare. Most of these are 
the result of Swami Dayanand’s efforts. 
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THE TEACHINGS OF SWAMI DAYANAND 


Swami Dayanand believed in one God. He is 
the Creator of this universe, and the source of 
everything that exists. He has no peer and is 
All-powerful. He is neither born, nor does He 
die. He is eternal and knows everything. God 
alone should be worshipped. 

Swami Dayanand raised his voice against idol- 
worship. He believed that it was against the 
injunctions of the Vedas. ‘‘ We should honour 
and respect learned men, teachers, parents, elders 
and good persons, but we should worship none 
but God,” he said. Idol-worship he believed to 
be very harmful. Not only had it degraded India 
spiritually but it had also separated one Hindu 
from another. 

Swami Dayanand believed the Vedas to be 
revealed books. “‘ To study them is the duty of 
everybody,” he said. ‘It is not only men who 
are entitled to study them, but also women. Every- 
one, high and low, should think it his duty to 
read these sacred books.”’ 
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The pursuit of truth was, according to Swami 
Dayanand, the highest duty of man. ‘“ We should 
always be prepared,” he said, “to embrace the 
truth and to cast off falsehood. God only loves 
the man who seeks after truth. We should, how- 
ever, seek the truth in an unbiased and unpreju- 
diced way. He who is prejudiced can never attain 
to truth.” 

Swami Dayanand believed that nobody was 
born as Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya or Shudra. 
At the time of their birth all are alike. A 
man becomes a Brahmin, a Kshatriya or a 
Shudra not by birth, but in accordance with 
his qualities, actions and dispositions. It is 
not birth that determines a man’s caste but his 
actions. A person may be born of Brahmin 
parents, but he may become a Shudra if he acts 
like one. 

Swami Dayanand preached the equality of man- 
kind. He did not believe in any distinctions 
between the high and the low, the high-caste 
Hindus and the untouchables. ‘“‘ Love one an- 
other,” he said, “and root out all thoughts 
of hate from your heart. Love is the highest 
religion. We can win over even our enemies by 
love. But love should not be confined only to 
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human beings; even animals should be loved. 
It is very cruel to inflict any kind of pain on 
them.” 

Swami Dayanand did not want women to be 
thought inferior to men. He wanted them to 
be respected. He used to quote a couplet from 
Manu to this effect, ““ Where women are honoured, 
there the gods dwell.” 

Swami Dayanand was against all kinds of super- 
stition. He did not believe in the existence of 
ghosts and witches. If anybody came and told 
him about these things, he simply laughed at 
him. He was also in favour of the abolition of 
the Sharadhas. He did not believe that if the 
Brahmins were fed once a year it could be of 
any use to one’s dead ancestors. ‘‘Serve your 
parents and elders and seniors when they are 
alive,” he said. ‘‘It is no use offering them any 
food after their death.” 

Swami Dayanand believed in the law of Karma. 
‘“ As you sow, so shall you reap,” he said. “If 
you sow thorns, you cannot expect to have roses. 
For everybody reaps the consequences of his 
actions. A person himself suffers for what he 
does, and not anybody else. At the same time 
one can attain salvation only through one’s actions. 
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We can never get it through the help of any prophet 
or holy man.” 

It was Swami Dayanand’s firm belief that Brahm- 
charya is the greatest help to all progress. “ It is 
Brahmcharya only that can make men of us,” he 
used to say. For this reason he advocated that 
no man before the age of twenty-five and no girl 
before sixteen should be permitted to marry. He 
also believed that at the time of marriage we should 
take into account the compatibility of the disposi- 
tions of the pair. 

Swamiji believed that it was the duty of every- 
one to spread literacy and to combat ignorance. 
For this purpose education should not be confined 
only to boys, but girls also should be educated. 

Swami Dayanand stood for the banishment of 
all forms of selfishness. He said, ‘‘ We should 
not be content only with working for our own 
welfare, but we should also strive for the good 
of others. It is our duty not only to be happy 
ourselves, but to make others also happy. Every 
Arya Samajist should do his level best to work for 
the physical, intellectual and spiritual develop- 
ment of others. Widows, orphans and those in 
distress should specially receive his attention. 
We should try to help them in every possible way.” 
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Swami Dayanand believed in Ahinsa. This 
means that we should not inflict any injury on 
any living being. He believed it was the duty of 
every Indian to look after the cow and preserve 
it from all harm. There was a time during the 
yagyas when dumb animals were slaughtered, but 
Swami Dayanand said that it was not right to do 
so, A true yagya was one in which a man took a 
vow to control such passions as anger, avarice, 
lust and so on. 

He believed that the soul is eternal and cannot 
be destroyed. 

He impressed upon every human being to work 
for the good of the so-called untouchables. He 
thought it was quite legitimate for the non-Hindus 
to come into the fold of Hinduism. 

It was Swami Dayanand’s great desire that all 
Indians should speak the same language, cherish 
the same ideals and wear the same national dress. 
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DAYANAND 


Swami Dayanand delivered many speeches and 
wrote many books. In all these he expressed 
many noble thoughts. Since it is not possible to 
give a summary of all that he said or wrote, we 
shall only give some of his noble sayings. On 
reading them everyone would find how true and 
noble they are. But they should not merely be 
read; they should also be acted upon. 


1. God is one. He alone should be worshipped, 
and none else. 


z. God always protects him who speaks the 
truth. 


3. Always fear God. If you do so, you need not 
be afraid of anybody else. 


4. The Vedas are books which are full of true 
knowledge. It is the duty of every good man 
to study them. 


5. Knowledge is wealth that thieves cannot steal. 
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. We should not think only of our own good, 


J 


but we also should try to think of the. welfare 
of others. 


My body is perishable and can be cut into 
pieces, but I have yet to find that bold man 
who will destroy my soul. Under these cir- 
cumstances, I am not prepared to sacrifice 
truth. 


He alone is wise who knows how to distinguish 
the true from the false, and is always ready 
to accept what is true. 


. Some people regard their own weak points as 


Io. 


If. 


strong points, and other people’s strong points 
as weak points. This is something one can- 
not understand. It should be remembered 
that virtue remains virtue and vice vice under 
all circumstances. 


A person is not good merely because he is the 
near relative of a rich man. He alone is good 
who does good things. Such a man deserves 
everybody’s regard. 


He who does not work hard, remains always 
poor. Wealth has always been the fruit of 
labour. 
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He who does evil things becomes evil-minded. 
This type of man is the greatest foe to his own 
prosperity. 


If we drink wine, we invite disease. 


People say to me, “ Do not speak the truth. 
The collector will be annoyed with you, and 
the deputy commissioner will be angry with 
you.” But even if I were tied to the mouth 
of a cannon I would speak the truth, only the 
truth and nothing but the truth. 


Truth always conquers and falsehood is always 
defeated in the end. 


We should follow in the footsteps of our 
parents unless they have not led a good 
life. 


It is the duty of parents to educate their 
children. They should never get them mar- 
ried unless they are grown up. 


I was not born to put people in fetters, but I 
live to free them from the fetters of ignor- 
ance. 


He alone is great who is prepared to speak 
the truth at all times and at all places. 
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20. Do not injure anybody’s feelings, otherwise 
you will come to grief. 


21. I was born in India and have lived here all 
my life. Still I do not want to be in any way 
partial to its people. I describe as wrong 
what is wrong in them and as good what is 
good in them. In the same way, I try to be 
fair to foreigners. I praise their good points, 
but have no quarter for their weak points. 
If I had been a prejudiced person I would 
have tried to praise my own people at all 
costs, but such a thing is not worthy of 
man. 


22. The cow is the best of all animals, because it 
yields milk. Her milk not only builds up 
our body but also improves our brain-power. 
Indians should, therefore, protect her against 
allharm. If cows are not preserved, I am sure 
India will come to grief. 


23. Try to understand a thing as it is and describe 
it as it is. Never do a thing which is not 
approved by your conscience. 


24. If you do not concede their rights to women, 
how can you have your own rights? 
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India will progress, but this can be only 
possible if people give up their selfishness. 


All men are equal. Since you touch the 
young ones of cats and dogs without any 
hesitation, why is it that you regard the touch 
of a human child as degrading? Just think 
for yourself what he must think about you 
at that time. Remember it is the greatest sin 
to injure anybody’s feelings. We should, 
therefore, do away with this curse of un- 
touchability. 


If a man seeks your help, give it to him un- 
grudgingly, even if he be your enemy. 


It is easier to get into bad habits than to 
give them up. 


Students should spend their time in studies, 
in taking exercise, in taking their meals and 
in sleep. They should have no other occu- 
pations than these. 


Your mother is your greatest well-wisher in 
this world. 


Never strike or offend a woman or a child, 
even though they may be your enemies. 
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He who ill-treats his wife only proves that he 
was not fit to be married. 

A man whose character is not above reproach 
has no right to offer advice to other people. 


. You can never discover the truth if you are 


a prey to prejudices. If you want to know 
the truth give up all kinds of prejudice. 


. Never ill-treat women. 
. It is only a fool who is afraid of death. 
. One should never be ashamed of going to 


prison or of courting death in the cause of 
truth. 


Lead a good life and never depend upon 
others for the satisfaction of your wants. 


When a person falls on evil days, he cannot 
distinguish between what is good and what 
is bad. Whatever he does, he does ill. 


Be always prompt in doing good. It does not 
matter if you are slow in the performance of 
what is bad. 


There are many men in this world who cannot 
see their own weak points, but they find out 
the weak points of others very quickly. Such 
men are no good. 
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42. How can it be possible for a man not to suffer 


43- 
44. 


45. 


46. 


47. 
48. 
49. 


50. 


51. 


for his sins? 
In silence lies the strength of the fool. 


He who does not eat when he is hungry and 
eats when he is not, will fall a prey to many 
diseases, and will suffer all his life. 


You alone have to suffer for what you do. 
You cannot do something evil while another 
suffers for it. 


He is not a gentleman who always tries to beat 
his own drum. 


As you are, so you think others to be. 
The spirit of jealousy is the root of all evil. 


It is a noble thing to lead a mis-guided man 
on to the right path. 

We should try to win over even our enemies 
with love. 


Always remember God, for without Him you 
can never succeed in the world. 
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